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Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 


ts a: pan ne Cu pleatipg,; and they 2 


£ 


-—— + -6 ONT 
SIR, iooipnon bog yieerpsit 2d vias 
" NEED. not tell you 'with - what ſucceſs 
you -publiſhed rhe ©: Excellent /:Freatile, 
©: THE WHOLE DATY O F.:MAMNs 
It-is your Felicity to be again inſtrumental 
to the profit of- this Church and ''Nation;: 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and Pru- 
dent Inſtructions. - And although the Addreſs 
be not ſo Univerſal in this, as in the former ; 
yet this will have a large influence upor.other 
Conditions beſides Gentlzmen: ' Their: Converſe, 
if reformed, will kg exemplary, and operative 
upon others; '* A- Gentry that would afford an 
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that would'to. P:e:iz#hd Learning, joyn Humility, 
Modeſty and Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane = 
means to recover this finful Nation, and opprefled ©} 


under which we now groan. So that the Argu- 7} 
ment is well choſen, and it is ſo managed, that * 3 
know not What a Rzazey that is lomewhat moroſe -- 
can deſire which 1s not here. The 4#thor keeps 2 
cloſe/to- his intended Province and Deſign,: his * 

eaſox3 axe ſinewy and convincing, his Keproofs - 
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S g in his Periods redundant or defedive; 
betarh * Native \Elegency that invites his Rez: 
der; Variety of Learaing couched not vaunted; 
and a Perſpicuity ſuch, as will make his Reaſon- 
ings: aj -t0.4.weuk Eye: A Mangal which i is 
_ enriched with all theſe "ha ſhall ( truſt ) not 
only be frequently and attentively peruſe, but 
that's It will; hvely affe&-and 1itcloſe'ts theReins, 
and-penctrate the-Heart of the Reader, eſpecially 
that Reaaer for whom it isdeſigned ; and. for th 
Bleffingon the: Gentry, it isour Duty: to ſolicits 
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W a more general pr than that"'of 


A  Fruth'; that he that (ball adventurets 
afſeule that with this, may be thought not to" þaws 
well digeſted the prudent Caution of. our Saviour: 
Luke 14 31. To qÞ down andiconſider whes 
ther be be ablewith ten thouſand to meet 
hirwthat cometh-againft him. with twenty L 
thouſand Gordealalf s ſuch, and-much greater is 
the odds a theſe two Litiganis. And-10"the ]. I 
 imputation of this 'unmwarineſ | cannot but jugs the 3 
projent Deſign wery ti: 

2GENTILI F Y has lon face enſured 3 
Job's Apheriſm,: Man 1s born to Rh andim, ...; 
Rlead-thereof, has pronounced wo its Cents the Fjch 
Load Requiem, 'Soul take thine-eaſe; rat, drink - 3 
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" THE: PREFACE. © © 
and be merry, A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed to 


 be-omly a thing of pleaſure, - acreature ſent-into the 
World, as the Leviathan into the deep, to take his 


paſtime therein, ( and the better to compleat the 
Parallel,to devour his underlings too )) and then "twill 
be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous Soizciſm 
to attempt to define his s 

is thought to confiſt in having none. | Nay, perhaps 
3t. will be. deemed not only "Jlurd but malicious, 'a 
Lerelling projet, of robbing him of his Birth-right, 
of degrading him from: thoſe priviledges,' which bes 
long to hue quality, and of moulding him again into that 
= Maps, from which divine Providence and 
humane Laws hare diſtinguiſhed: bim.”- - But from 
this jealoufie I dare truſt the enſuing Leaves to.be 


by 


3.: 1 'HAVE teen nounconcerned ( much leſs 
inſulting ) Spefaur of the Depreſsions the Gentry 
bavefallen under in theſe lates years;but have pay @ 
themmiy juſt tributt-af.compaſsion : yet T confeſs, I 


their owh Vindicators. -* | 


ehink thoſe ſcarce marthy a regret,in campariſon'with. 


thoſe valuntary deſcents, too maniy.of them have made 


from true worth and 'wertue. "Tis ſtire a far leſs-de- 


plorable ſpeAacle to. ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled 'of his 


Fortune by hy Conſcience, than bis Luxury, and to. 
behold him under the ſiroke of the Head, maii, than 


under 
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under thoſe more infamous Executioners, his Luſt,or 
Intemperance; Tet I fear if the Martyrology even of 
theſe ſuffering Times were ſcanned, Venus and 
Bacchus. would be found-to have had many more 
Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. | 
-.4:BUT I confeſs it an impertinence thus to 
balance the two miſchiefs "of doing and ſuffering ill, 


ſince "tis certainthe latter is to be reſolved into the for- - 


mer, and has no exiſtence of it ſelf, but what it de- 
rives from that. Puniſhments are but the reſults of 
fin : | and\ therefore whatever Malignity is in the 
Effef, becomes intirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, 


and weareto look upon our Vice not only as our great- 


 eft;but our only unhappineſs. This Conſideration ſhews 


us the ſource of all our Sufferings, and is it ſelf no 
Jeſs obvious, than thoſe , rag one would think it 


as concealed as the head of Nilus, that ſhould only 
: obſerve how many atherOriginals of our Calamities are 
 aſsigned, -whileſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. This Jos 


nah is ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in the Ship, ,while, 
her more innocent Fraught is caſt over-board, Jo-: 


nah 1. 5.” Every the leaſt ſparkle from without is 


np as an Incendiary, when alas, like Etna, our: 

-0n8 | 

duced us to aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account» 

the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and nnſt neceſſary 
Be | fp 
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ep tothe Cure; ſo certainly it it here,the convilion 
of our guilt is a; moſt; indiſpenſable Preparetive. ts 
wards the eaſe of our Preſſures, and we muſi be hea< 
vy laden in the Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth. 11. 28. 
before we ſhall ceaſe tobe ſo inthe Civil, 

_ -_ 5.BUT I fear menproceed in this affair rather 
like Mountebanks than god Phyſicians,afe ſome pal- 
lating Medicines to allay the Effefls,or perhaps Ano- 
aynes to ſtupifie the Patient, and wholly negle$ the 
Foot of the Malady. Nor do I r_—_ this Er- 
ror tathe Gentry, 'tis 100: viſible that all ſarts and 
qualities have too juſt aclaim fa it, to let any one. 80. 
away with the Incloſure. But becauſe the bn 
Defign makes them my peculiar Province;. ] ſball, 
warting all rag." .my ſelf at this = to them 
only, with this moſt paſsionate- Requeſi, that they 
ms not'uſe that oy fo hamflves, for ar þ 
Amalek: ſtands branded towards Irael,Deut. 2 5. 
18, by their perſevering Inpieties ſmite and deſtroy 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains of their former Felici-: 
ties; but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert". 
#0 this their ſo great and important concernment; aud. 
pitch upm the true Achan, that has thus.langtrou+ 
bled their Iſrael. And-that being dons, thai ſtory 
direfs the next ſtep of the Proceſs,even the. bringing 
him 10-eXecurion, CUTE that off; which witl elſe WM. 
| Sint fallibly 
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fallibly bring down a Fatal Excifion upon themſelves. 
Ner is this tobe deferred,for alas the Diſeaſe is come © 


80.100 preat a height,too dangerous a Cril1s, toadmit 
any Bly of the Remedy. | 
.. 6. WHEN Egypt had ſmarted under a ſuc- 

 Ceſcion of miraculous Plagues for detaining the Iira- 

elites, the Servants of Pharaoh importune him to 
releaſe them, and.conclude their advice with this Pa- 
| thetique enforcement, Knowelt thou not yet that 

Egypt is deſtroyed ? And God knows Imay but tao 
properly pive.. the ſame edge to mine ;, For alas, 
Gentlemen,are not your Eſtates waſted, your Pri- 

miledges violated, your Splendors eclipſed, your Per- 

ſax reftrained, your Families broken and ſhattered, 
your Dignities trampled upon by the meaneſt of the 
| Pulgar,and finallyyour ſelves quite tranſpoſed in your 

' flation; -now'made the Tail who were once the 


Head, Deut. 28. 44+ And is it not yet time to diſ- 


miſs thoſe Sins which are the Authors of all this ? if 


you are flill of. Pharaoh's mind, and reſolve to re- 
rain.them, you are certainly noleſs obſlinate than he, 


but much more arrational. He. had ſomewhat of Uh 


ſible advamage 10 tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, 
they were his. Slaves, wrought hard at his work,buils 


-him Cities. But bow far is that from the Caſe here | 


They are not your Slaves, but your Task-maſters, 


which 
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which you are ſo unwilling to part with,thiſe that ſet | 
* you tothe vileſt and moſt ? ervile Druadgeries,and are 
ſo far frombringing you in profit; that I may boldly 
make the Apoſiles challenge, Rom. 6. 21. What 
fruit have you had of thoſe things ? And doubt 
not the only account you can bring in of your Harveſt, 
muſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries. We are wit- 
-neſſes of many Houſes, many Cities they' have demo- 
EfÞrd and laid waſte, but we have no ſiruflure- of 
theirs 10 ſhew, but a Babelof Confuſion. Z x; 
7. BUT alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines are 
but their modeſt and petty out-rages. Take another 
wiew of them,and it will ike Ezekiel's Viſion, Ezek. 
6.8. preſent with you more and greater abomma- 
tions than theſe,even the abomination of deſo- 
htion in the holy place. ' ' Tour ſins have not only 
Ji defolated your own houſes,but Gods. . That Beauty 
Ii of his Ornament which he fer in Majeſty, Ezek. 
7. 20. hath by theſe your deteſlable things been ex- 
poſed to ſpoil and pollution... We are nit yet grown ſo 
old in our miſeries as to have out-worn the ag gravati- 
on of remembring our happier eſtate. And bow ſad,haw 
wounding a contemplation is it to compare the paſt-and 
preſent condition of This Church? When the 
Temple was rebuilding,the joy of that reftauration 
could not ſuppreſs the. grief of thoſe who remembred 
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the ſo: much more Glorious Fabrick of the firſt,” but 
they laid the foundation in their tears, the Text ſays, 
They wept with a loud voice, Nehem. 3. 12. 
But what tears, what ejulations can be bitter or loud 


enough for us, who are to lament not partial and im- 
perfeR repairs, but total ruines and vaſtations, that 
fee the materials of our S109 now reduced to duſt and 


rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happily compafied, built 
rogether as a City at unity in 1tſe]lt! 
3. AND whilewe thus remember Sion, 
and are our ſelves by the waters of Babylon, 'tis 
ſure but proper we {it down and weep, bid, as 
thoſe Captives,Plal. 137.9 ſolemn Adieu to all enter- 
tainments of joy and pleaſure. And would God we all, 
particularly you to whom I now ſpeak. did as exafily 
parallel them'in this ſad and pious reſentment, as we 
doin the motives of it, that ſo your quarrel 1. (ig 
might be accended to its full Rig as that which 
robs you not only of your ſpiritual, but ( that which 
many of you have more guſt of \) your carnal joys alſo. 


'Tis your. fins, I would I could ſay yours alone,which 


have been the perſecuting Sauls, that have thus 
wade havock of the Church, The Securities, 
Profaneneſs. and Licentiouſneſs of your proſpe- 


rous days made the firſt breaches in her walls : and 


ow the Impenitence and incorrigibieneſs. of your | 


calas 
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your own out of the Indifiment. 
of you do with diſpleaſure.perhaps more than enough, 


tharge her ruinz upmthe immediate Inſiruments, ac- | 
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Calamitous , like the Edomites, cry down with | 2 
her; down with her even to the ground.- | 


"T was _— the Jews a Capital Guilt rocurſe a 
Parent,and ſhall it now paſs to an eafie,or no crime, 
not only to curſe, but defiroy our common Mother, t0 
abet and maintain thoſe T ras which thus defie, yea 


invade her ?: O why ſhould you nit at laft recal your 


exiled Piety, and aſſume a holy and becoming indig- 


nation againſt theſe her cruel, her implacable Ent- 


mies?, 

'9. BU T #his you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 
whileſi Tou arraignonly other mens fins, andleave 
I doubt not many 


cuſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ha- 
ping depraved her Doctrine ; Ambition and E 

of impatient Inferiours,of ſubverting her Diſcipline ; 
the Pride and Faftion of buſie Spirits, of diſturbing 
her Peace ; the greedy Avarice of Sacrilegious per- 
fons, of devouring her Patrimony. | And theſe 
fhall nat deny to have been the —_ that thus 


have mortally wounded her. But let it be remem- 


bred, that theſe were wielded and whetted by the 
more general impieties, from whence they borrowed 
their defirufiive power. And therefore totransfer 
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are qualifie for the purgation the Law aſsions in 


 - tha caſe, Deut. 21. 8. which of you canſay, our 


.- hands have not ſhed this bloud, neither have 
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10. YE T the leff capable .you are of thus 
waſhing your hands m innocence, the greater 
need you have to waſh them in Penitence, and 
therefore fince as you are Hons 10 this Mother, the 
Office of Avenger of bloud devofves onyou; O 


| bring forth fruits of Repentance, by diſcharg- 


ing that part faithfully ,, drag out theſe Criminals 
which have taken Sanctuary in your breaſts, and 
there dwell ſecurely, as ina City of Refuge, and 
hew them in pieces, as Samuel did Agag be- 
fore the Lord. Andas your incentives to this are 
infinitely greater and more preſsing, than in other 
murders, ſo will the effeAs alſo vaſily tranſcend 
thoſe of common Juſtice. That only revenges ; but this 


may repair the miſchief, recal the vital ſpirits, and . 
reunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body . Such 


t 


an Ommiporency is there ie ſincere Repemance, th 
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the: vu here, is but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah 
 withthe Sword ofthe Children of Ammon, 

*  Murderer. No, God. knows, here ties «Curie of 


ad 


it is able even to effeft a Reſurreflion. O that you + 
would be ambitious of working this Miracle, and by 
this pious Prodigy brget your Mother,, that you 
would weep ſo long over her aſhes, till that moiſture 
had rendred them prolifical, and you ſee her ſpring 
out of her Urn. NEED | 

11. T HIS, this is your only way of reverſing 
that extirpating Decree, which theſe Haman's 
( your ſins ) have procured. And if you negle& this, 
Mordecat's menace to Heſter will be too applicable 
t9 you: if God in his unfathomable mercy ſhould 
cauſe deliverance and enlargement to ariſe from - 
fome other place to this poor deſolate Church, yet 
your ſelves can expe nathing but DeſiruSion.If you: 
have no ſenſe of the deſolations of Sion, no pity to 
ſee her in the Duſt, bur ſtill chuſe ro cheriſh thoſe 
impieties which have brought her thither ; yet even 
they will, at the laſt, avenge ber quarrel, bring Tou 
thoſe miſeries, the ſenſe n, coo it will be impoſcible 
for you to avoid, or extinguiſh. 

12. FO R alasorepreſent your ſins to you as - 
the Originals meerly of Temporal, whether Private or 
Pablick Ruines, is to give you too fair and flattering 
a pourtraifure of them + theſe are but the light prelu- 
fory skirmiſhes to a more diſmal ſlaughter, the Pro- 
logue to the Fatal Tragedy. Take their full charafier 
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BRI EECEIELLS I <—_—_—_ dg eoecds on 


from the Apoſile, Rom.6, 21. The end of thoſe 
things 1s death, even death eternal. It is our uſual 
comfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that they can 
rſue us no farther than to the grave : there, as 
Job ſpeaks, the weary beat reſt. But this Ty= 
rant in our own breaſts has no ſuch limits to its ma- 
lice, but then eſpecially begins, when all other cruel- 
ties ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnawings of that 
worm which never dies, and the ſcorchings of 
that fire which never ſhall be quenched. . 

13, AND now whocan ſufficiently wonder at 
the mfatuation, that You ſhould demur upon the diſ- 
miſſing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, that Tou ſhould 
cheriſh this Viper in your boſoms, which Tou already 
feel eating your Bowels, devouring all your temporal 
felicities, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to your 
Heart, your more precious and eternal part ?'Tis the 


common Maxime even of thoſe that receive advantage 


by the per fidiouſneſs of others, to love the Treaſon,but 
hate the Traitor : but here is that Fule quite 1nver- 
ted, Tou hate the Treaſon, are impatient of the 4 
fliting conſequences of your ſin, yet love the Trait, © 
hug that in your cloſeſt Embraces. The Apoſile 17/008 
deed forewarns us of the Deceitfulneſs of {in, Heb. 
3- 13. but ſure this is a pitch beyond that ; 1his is not 
deceit, but inchantment, ſome powerful Philtrum it - 
a miſt 
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muſt —_ be, that canthus = men in love not 00s 
ly with deformity, but diſeaſe. | : 

14. BUF. all theMagicians of Egypt 
are not able to {tand before Moſes,cthis Magick 
is nat ſo irreſiſtible,but that Reaſon and Religion will 
yield Tou countercharms, able to diſ-inchant Tou, if 
Tou will but ſuffer them tocome in to your aid. Do 
but once ſlep out of the Devils Circle, the afual wer- 
tiginous purſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your 
| Feculiies ſome intermiſsion, ſo much breath from that 
hit chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſiderate 
view of other things, and then 'tis certain you will diſ- 
cerit, that Vertue has a much more raviſbing appear- 
ance, infi nitely mare delefable and enamouring,than 
all the Devils Opticks could put upon on, higheſt 
and moſl guſiful ſenſualities. Do you only beflow 
ſome attentree lozks upon her , let her once in at your 
eyes, and then leave her 10 make her own way t9. your 
heart. And this is ſure a very moderate requeſt; that 
you will but vouchſ, aſe to look upon what is thus ami- 
able, And with what pretence can you deny it ? Tow 
who, to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are 
only your ſnares, ſlick at no difficulty, will be content 
19 come ( theſe of Tou that have no other motives 
even to Church upon that' errand ; O do mat here put 
off your curioſity, where alone it. may avail you, but 

| rather 
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rather take this opportunity of batlowing that (hi 
therto prophane ) part of your temper, 
14. I T has been nime of the Devils meaneſt or 
unluckieſt Arts to inſuſe prejudices into mens minds 
azainſt Chriftian Practice,by repreſenting it inthe 
moſt averiing forms. He changes ſhapes with it, 
and as he transforms himſelf into an Angel of _ 
light, ſo he does this into one of Darknels, makes it”. 
appear a State of the mofi diſmal ſadneſs and hor- 
ror, aregion of Antipodes to all Joy and chear- 
fulneff. And how much mire ready men are to take 
the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, who pro- 
feſſes bis Yoke ealie and his Burden light, ap- 
pears too viſible in the general averſneſs th:ſe have to 
Piety, who never ſo much as rried it,but take up im- 
plicite confuſed prejudices againſt it,and retain thoſe 
as faſt, as if they were the produAs of many years 
coſily experiences. And 'tis to be feared, theſe have 
taken the deepeſt root in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming 
no where mare to flouriſh, than among Tou of the 
bigheſt Ruality. Tet ſure, of all others, Tou are moſt 
| obliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch a orofs © 
S AE LO 
injuſtice, as any ingenuous mind muſt be aſhamed of. 
15. YOU will your ſelves readily pronounce- 
that Judge not only corrupt, but impudent,that con- 
demns a perſon whoſe cauſe he never heard : yet if oy | 
'E TEE wil 
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wil! but refle&, you, will find your own verdif re- 
bound upon your ſelves, with a Tu eshomo, for 
"tis evidently your caſe here. It is time for you there- 
fore ta be ſo juſt, if not 1oPertue, yet to your own Re- 
putations,as to retraf1 that condemnatory ſentence, you 
have paſt upon her, and put on ſo much at leaſt of the 
form of Juſtice, as to give her a fair Trial. But 
this you cannot do by hearing the tongues of men and 
Angels plead for her,nme but her ſelf can manage her 
cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſociety and con- 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, as may bring 
her within diſtance of your Obſervation, before you 
pronounce of her, In ſbart,if you will indeed render 
your ſelves competent Judges, whether a Vertuous 
lite be a pleaſant or a Aſn thing, enter upon it, and 
let your own experiences be your informers. 

17. I CANNOT ſuſpef the age ſo de- 
generous, as not to believe there are divers particular 
perſons among you; who have made the experiment, 
and. to their Teſtimony I dare appeal, and doubt not 
they will from Judges turn Advocates, and recom- 
mend it to you, and fure you will have no cauſe in this 
inſt ance to wave your wonted Priviledge of being tri- 
ed by your Peers, to except againſt their judgment 
inthe caſe, who being placed in equal circumſtances 
with you, mult be juppeſed to under ſtand your utmeſ 
Kit it Tempt A- : 
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Temptations to Vice, from whence alone all the ſeem- 
ing difficulties and uneaſineſſes of Vertue do ariſe. 

13. I T werethe work of many Volumes to de- 
ſcribe the ſeveral diſtint Advantages towards a plea- 
' ſent Being, which are wrapt up in this one compre= 
benſive Felicity. I ſhall inſtance only in that, to 
which the enſuing T ra&t particularly relates, and 
that is thatit furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of very, 
Apreeable and chearful Imployments. Veriue u of 
a buſie and aflive Nature, and as in its ſeveral Ope- 
rations it has an oppoſition to all the ſeveral ſorts of 
Vice, ſoin its very Conflitution and Principle it bears 
an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins, Idlenels ; and ſure the reſcuing you 
from that is no contemptible Benefit. For though 
you ſeem to challenge it as a conſiderable part of your 
Inheritance, that you may live and do Nothing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim ; yet, tis moſ} evi- 
dent, that whas youcontend fer, as your Privileage, 
your ſelves. eſteem your burden, yea ſo much ſo, that 
to be rid of it youcaſt-away Eſtate, Health, Soul and 
all for company, imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouſ- 
ly, rather than endure tbe Idle , nay quite confute 
your own Pretenſions ta eaſe, by thoſe laborious aud 
zoilſome Vices, which you. are fain to.call Pleaſures, 
| to render them telerable, but have certainly pre- 
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PREFACE. - 
tence 10 that Title.on any other ſcore,but that they keep 
you doing. ER Y ES 
19. AND now what more grateful Office can 
poſsibly be done for men in this Condition,than to ſhew 
them how they may free themſelves of this lvad without 
 ContraSting a worſe ;, I mean the guilt of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam converts Whips into Seor- 
Plons,yet are now fain tobe reſorted to, as the only 
inflruments of their relief. And this a Chriſtian 
Life will be ſure to do for you; It will conſtantly pro- 
vide you with innocent divertiſements,nay much more, 
it will give you buſmeſ, ſo excellent, and worthy the 
dignity of your Nature, ſo Noble and anſwerable to 
the Splendor of you Rualities, ſo every way agree- 
able to the aims of Rational Men, that you will have 
Cauſe to acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods. 
Service 18 Perfect Freedom. 
20. I SHALL not undertaketo Live you a 


THE 


il particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Empliy- 


ments; Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſſign 
your Tasks, do ſufficiently inform you of the Nature | 
and Excellency of them : my whole Scheme is com- 

riſed in that One, which direfs an Attendance on 
that Calling wherein God hath placed men, and 
therefore 1 am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties 
which are incumbent on you as Gentlemen, and 

ME nets en 2 ene therein 


Lg 


therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have a 
| Calling, and ſo free you of that reproath and miſery 
of being unprofitable burdens of the Earth, and 
then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſo far from 

implying any thing of real toil or uneaſineſs, that it is 
only an Art of refining and ſublimating your Plea- 
ſures; rendring them mare guſiful and exquiſite, and 
ſowill ( if attended to ) make good to you in earneſt 
or miſtaken pretence toa Lite of ſenſuality and dg- 
light. | ; 
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3 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 

2, GOD has placed Maz in the World, not 

as 4 Proprietary, but a Steward; he hath put ma- 
ny cxcellent things into his poſſeſſion, but theſe 
in. truſt to be not only kept, .but negotiated 
- with, and by traffick improved to the ule of the 
true owner: Yet herein dealing as a moſt boun- 
tiful Maſter, by nor only promiſing tranſcendent 
Rewards in the future to his fidelity, -but even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heifer that 
treadeth out the Corn ) a moſt liberal ſubſiſtence, 
interweaving his Intereſt ſo with his Duty, that 
the diſcharge of it.is his only means of being hap- 
py even inthis world: 

3. THIS certainly 1s the ſtate of mankind 
in general; every ( Imeazy Rational ) perſon ha- 
ving ſomething of this kind intruſted to him. No 
man that hath underſtanding, be that of a higher 
br lower ſize, but hath variety of abilities of one 
ſortor other, 'and withal that aRuating power, 
which ſhoald Tet chem on Work. And then ſurely 
he that hath not been excluded from the receits, 
muſt not pretend an exemption - from tlie dif 

-burſements, the tasks, but 1s under a ftrit oblt- 
Sxtion of improvingwhat he hath thus received;of 
bringing in fruit to the Granary, -as'well ir order 
to his own account and joy in the auditing of the 
Hrveſt, is allo to the glory of God from who 
alone be derives(and muſt impure)both che ſeed; 

dd irrigation; 'and- the very increaſe. And he 

_ that onthele groundsand according to theſt'ttiea» 
ſtres- decently adminiſters his Province, fedu- 
louſly attends his duty-in this" matter; will find | 

CATH { | himſelf | 
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himſelf placed in ſuch an active ſtate of buſineſs, 
that he ſhall have little cauſe to ſuſpet himſelf 
negleted, or forgotten by God and Nature, or 
placed in the world without a Callzzp, | 

4. FROM what is thus indiſpenſably re-; 
quired of af men, no one rax# of individual o' 
that ſpecies can plead an immunity. And there- 
fore till thoſe whom Birth, Education and Wealth, 
and the common diale& of the world hath made 
known by the ſtyle of Gertlemer, ſhall think fie 
to expnnge the latter paft of that title and dif- 
claim the nature of ez; as they are willing'to 
do'the duty, they muſt certainly retra@ this er- 
ror, and acknowledge they have their ſhares in 
this'common obligation. "LI 
5.\NAY, indeed if theycould (06 far imitate 
the Prince of the morning, as to ſucceed to that 
rank which he was willing toleave, I mean to aſ- 
cend'above Humanity and aſſume the nature of 
Angels, yet even thither wonld this purfue and 
overtake: them. Among all the Orders of that 
divine Hierarchy they would not find one Patron 
or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as the fpirituahty 
of their efſence renders theny more agile and 
active, ſo that adivity is perpetually exerciſed 
inemploying; the divine abilities they have recet- 
ved;to the glory of God the donor: and that not 
only in bearing 4 part in that Celeſtial Quire 
winch inceſſantly fro OP but int the 
More laborious and ſervile offices of beingsmnint- 
ſfing ſpirits, yea evento thoſe to whorh both, in 
reſpec of natureand innocencethey are infinitely 
a Ba — . fopert 
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ſuperior. And this they do with perfe& alacrt- 
ty and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt 
| honour and dignity to be thus buſied. Their 7e- 
gitive Power over the world, ſaith Gerſon, #« not ſo 
ſuitable an ingredient for a Magnificat of their com- _ 
pofing, as that greater dignity of receiving and per- 
forming God's commands: An evidence how much 
the meaſures of honour differ between the Cour- 
tiers of Heaven, and Earth, the Inhabitanrs of 
that refined, and this groſs Region. Thus then 
the proſpe&t lies before the Gentleman: if he 
chuſe either to look level on the ſame nature 
with himſelf, or dire& his eyes upward on that of 

_ the glorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, 

he will not in all the Records of Earth or Heaven 
find ever a Patent for ſloth, any Clauſe of Ex- 
emption in this univerſal Law. 

6. NAY, if this mar 7z honour would bid fare- 
well to his Birth-right, and become /ike the beaſt's 
that periſh, Pſal. 49. 20. if he could be content, 
in purſuit of this one fancied priviledge of a 
Gentleman, to renounce all the real ones ofa man, 
and make Nebuchadnezzar's puniſhment his opti- 
on-: yet-neither the field nor the foreſt could give 
him Sancuary, afford him any number of afſo- 
Clates toaid, or but countenance him in his mu- 
tiny againſt this divine decree, they would rather 
be his tutors and monitofs to obey it. For what 
rank- even of the moſt ſavage animals is there, 
which we can indict of the not employing thoſe 
faculties they have received ? Are they not gene” 
rally.in a perpetual and regular motion to ow 
. | ends 


Sea.1. Of Callings in General, " * 
ends for which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with which they are en- 
dued? Yea ſomeof them with ſuch improvement 
to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath rai- 
ſed a doubt whether they a& by inſtin& or rea- 
ſon, by fancy or judgment. Pythagoras is dif 
cernably on their ſide: and 4r:/torle that was leſs 
kind to them, ſeems by one ſaying to have yield- 
ed the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he 
faith, wart reaſon, he confeſſeth that fancy ſup- 
plies its place, 1 need not take part in this dil- | 
pute; whatſoever their faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of their uſe of them, or whether 
this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of 
their Creation reflects the proportionable glory 
on their Creator. | | 

- 7. T O deſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
very izazimate creatures afford their conſort to 
this divine harmony ; every one of them perform 
thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unactive) qualities God hath put into them. 
The $*z hath received a power of cheriſhing and 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds not up 
its rays, but communicates and .diſpenſeth them 
freely. The Earth has received a power of fru- 
Rifying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
grows upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
moiſture, but like a tender nurſe fends it forth 


_ - liberallyto all that expe& nouriſhment from her 


breaſts; and ſo proportionably to all other parts 
of this great body. And that all this ſerves to il- ' 
luftrate the glory of that ompipotent wiſdom 

go: EF 1 which 
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which hath placed them in this ſo excellent a ſub» 
ordination, 15 moſt viſible without the help of a 
perſpective. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
magnificence and regularity of So/ozzon's Gourt, 
ſhe brake out into an admiration of his wiſdom 2 
And ſurely a far greater occaſion is miniſtred:to 
all thoſe who contemplate the admirable order of 
the Univerſe, ' with all tranſportation of ſoul to 
magnitie and adore the divine Diſpoſer of it, as 
welee frequently exemplified tous in the ſublime 
Raptures of the holy Pſalmi/t, who never better 
approves his right to be called the ſweet Singer of 
Iiracl, than on this raviſhing Theme. = 
* 8. AND nowcan itbe fancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring in this 
great Inſtrument ? To diſcompole this divine me- 
lody, :and become the only unprofitable uſcleſs 
art of the Creation? Shall thoſe whom God 
Fath made /zttle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and 
debaſc their natures beneath the very loweſt rank 


'of Creatures? and ſhall this ( not humble but 


ſordid exinanition be lookt upon with reverence, 
courted. as a preferment ? This certainly is ſuch 
an abſurdity, as-wants nothing to its confutation, 
but merely to be conſider'd: And therefore -if 
Gent{emer would but foberly refle, there is 
little doubt but they would reſign:at once their 
claim, and their value of this ſo-defaming a piece 
of honour, ſo abaſing an exaltation.* © + * 
- 9. WE can let down our thoughts but one 
ſtep lower, and that-is into the bottomleſs pit; 
and from thence ſure none will defire to ferch a 
Wt = © __ preſident; 
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preſident ; yet if he did,even that black Region 
could not afford it. For though it muſt be con- 
tefled, thoſe accurſed ſpirits accord not with the 
former inſtances, 1n reſpe& of the end of their 
actions, yet they do in the activity it ſelf: theirs 
15 2 bulie ſtate, though to an. ill purpoſe ; Sazar 
£oes to and froin the earth, Job 2.2. and he walks 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 12. 
Yea he employs all his faculties too, makes dili- 
gent we of all that acuteneſs aud -dexterity,which 
Either his nature or experience have furniſhedhim 
with, towards that end he purſues. So that it 
were a wronging,a calumniating even of the very 
Devil, to charge him with idleneſs: which 
though it be a fin which. yields him ſuch liberal 
crops,. that he may. well ſeek both to plant and 
cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer 
ſuch violence to his own, as to become an Ex- 
ample of it. 

.io, WE may hence. make a meaſure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing, this 1s, which net- 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it ſelf will own, 
but is like an illegitimate birth, diſclaim'd by 
all. How unreaſonable, nay how infamous will 
- it then be, for thoſe to take up this expoſed brat, 
to foſter this vice in their boſomes, who have of 
all others the greateft and molt particular obli- * 
gation to Jef it,as having received the moſt of 
thole Talents which engaged them to action ? 
pd that ſuch is the Genrlemar's conaition a ſight 
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| | of Parieties of Callings. 


OW fince the yniverſal obligatian, 
which is incumbent upon all, and 
'Y renders it ſtrict duty to have a Gat- 

ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That all 
men have recerved from God ſome abilities to attu- 


NN) 
ee 


ate, ſome Talents to improve ; it follows by all 


Laws of inference, that thoſe who have received 


the moſt of theſe, can of all others the lealt rea- 


ſonably pretend to an Exemption, þut muſt on 
the contrary be' acknowledged under the corj- 
ftraint of the ſtronger and more numerous ties, 
the general duty which herein'lies upon all, ex- 


| tending ard ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Brax- 


thes,” according to the quality and proportion 'of 
BwaAaLrLrL__ RT. 577 

- 2. HENCE it comes to paſs, that. mens 
Callings and'employments become ſo various, not 
only by 'the free choices of the ſeyeral men, but 


- even by thedirection and affignation of God and . 


Nature, | becauſe 'ohe man is furniſhed with an 
ability, which qualifies him for one ſort of cal- 
ling, another is by his diſtinct propriety Marge 
out: for another. And hence alſo it 1s; that thoſe 
callings, which are diſtinct in ſeveral perſons, 

BET 6: "uk RE. 
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may come to. be ynited jn one man, becauſe the 
ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thoſe Callings, 
concurring in him, the dyties muſt by unavoid- 
able conſequence do ſo allo. This is in ſome de- 
gree obſervable in moſt men, who belides the ge- 
eral powers common to mankind, do receive 
ſome peculiar jm order to ſome ſpecial end, and fo 
are ones not ogly to thoſe Exerciſes which be- 


YET ST Lo. 


well that ey paſs for ſeveral, and the applicati- 


they havealfo what belongs to them as Chrifians; 
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zo THE GENTLEMANS. CALLING. -- 
and they have alſo a peculiar addition appertain- 
ingto them as Gentlemen, that is by interpreta- 
- tion, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed from the vul- 
ar, not only by empty-names and airy titles, 
ak by real donatives, diſtributed to them by 
God, as {p many diſtin& advantages, fertile and 
prolitical abilities, towards the bringing him in 
his expected harveſt of honour and glory. WW 
4. IT is too much to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the'tws 
former of theſe callings ; the duties even of men, 
much more of Chriſtians being ſo far worn out of 
practice, that they ſeem to be out of memory 
r00; or if they be at all reflected on, 'tis with 
the ſame ſcorn that the antiquated habits of our 
forefathers are, as things,fit only to dreſs a, man 
upan objed of laughter and deriſion. - But this 
would be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuper-. 
ſeded by the many pious.labours of others. My 
purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all ;of them, 
otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked and 
interwoven, asin many particulars they.are,with 
the zbird, that of the Gentleman, __..... | 
5. AND herethey need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 
' Yequire them to become either Husbandmen or 
| Mechanicks : my whole, Deſign is fonnded in 
their diſtinction from theſe, namely, | 1n:thoſe 
things, wherein either in kind or degree they-ex- 
cel them. ' That many ſuch things , there are; 
they will need no Manitar at another time, when 
the Queſtion is only of the Reverence Re 
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ſpec due from ſuch their Inferiors: In ſuch caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catglogues 
(written, like Ezekiel's Roll, within and with- 
out ) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
ſtretch them to the exaGting the very laſt mite of 
Tribute they can poflibly pretend to. But let 
then remember, that God is as jealous of his 
Honour, as they can be of their own: and there- 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtru- 
ments of attracting Glory from thoſe below 
them, ſothey muſt alſo of reverberating and re- 
turning it home to that divinePower above them, 
who beſtowed them tg that end, and will not ft- 
nally bedeluded ; but if they will diſappoint his 
primary intention, that of having his Grace glo- 
rifed in their faithful managery of thoſe Talents, 
they ſhall not. be able to defeat his ſecondary, 
that of having his Fuſe magnified in the fatal 
doom of ſuch /lothful ſervants; if they will envy 
bim the more agreeable ſatisfaction of beſtowing 
Rewards, they cannot defraud him of that 
( though inferior ) of executing vengeance. 
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SECT, II, 
The Particulars of the Gentleman's Advamages 
| above others, iþ 


L, UT todwell nolonger on Generals, 1 
ſhall deſcend to particularize thoſe 
Advantages, by which they are ſevered 

and diicriminated from the vulgar, and which 

conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve 


on them an obligation of a 4ifin## Duty. And 


here I ſhall be careful to preveat diſpute, and 
therefore take in none but what areſo obvious, as 
to be univerſally acknowledged ; and then having 
my premiſſes granted, I ſhall hope they will nor . 
betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as torefift 


- or diſclaim the Concluſion. 


2. I BEGIN with that Advaxytage which 
they are earlieſt poſſeſt of, that of an ingenuous 
and refined Education ; of which, I hope none that 
hath had it, will ſo far confute the efficacy, as 
todeſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle 
urges 1n a higher Argument, Row. 9. may be i 

- 


pliable here. Mens minds are naturally of 


lame Clay; Education is the Potters hand and 
wheel that forms them into Veſſels of honour or 
aihozour. And though experience ſhews us, it 


js too poſſible for Men to detace thoſe nobler Im: 


preflions 


Sec:IHM, Gentlemen's Advantages. _ 1g 
prefſions which'they have thus received; yer that 
makes it not ceaſe to be in it ſelf a moſt eſtimable 
Bleſſing, . any more than that excellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be defa- 
ced by his Fall. It is certain, there 15-no Hu- 
. mane means. more effectual towards the refining 
and ſharpening Mens intelle&s, giving them an 
edge and a ; and that the more, . becauſe 
it takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, as their joynts, pliant and tractable, and fo 
capable of being by exerciſe improv'd intoygreat 
degrees, both of ftrength and activity. This Ad- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the ex- 
peniiulnes of ſuch a breeding ſets it beyond 
their reach: The indigence of whoſe condition, 
doth on the contrary determine their purſuits to 
that only, which may bring them ina ſubſiſtence, 
faſtens them to the Shopor Plough, and ſo leaves 
' their minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more excellent productions which the *happier 
Inftitution of Gentlemen enable them for ; as we 
ſee it obſerved by the Wiſe-man, Ecclas. 38. 25. 
tothe end of that Chapter. 

3 A SECOND Advantage is that of 
Wealth, which to Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it 
were, rained down from the Clouds, -both in re- 
ſpeRof the plenty and the eaſineſs of its acquiſt- 
tion. Fair Patrimonies,large Inheritancesd d 
on them without one drop of their ſweat, onem+ 
nutes toil or ſolicitude, as if they were the un- 
doubted Heirs of the 1/7 ae/ites Bleſſings, Succef. 
ſors in their Canaan, who were to pfef Hol 
OR - | fall 
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full of all good kgs which they filled nit, and Wells 
argged which they digged not, V ineyards and Oltve- 
zrees which they planted not, as it 5 Dent. 6, 11. 
The Poet hath placed it inthe front of his Inven- 
tory, the prime ingredient inthe completeſt fe- 
licity of this life, Kes nor parts labbre ſed relifta': 
whereas on the' other {ide the lower rank of Men 
fetch their mere neceffaries out of the Earth, 


which being, as it were, hardned andpetrified 


by Adam's fin, muſt be mollified and ſuppled 
witlt their ſweat, before it will become pene- 
trable, will not yield them food, but gives them: - 
alſo a portion of ſorrow with it. They muſt firſt 
be torn with thoſeThorns and Briars which cover 
her furface, before they can'fetch nouriſhment 
out of her Bowels ; they muſt Buy their Bread 
with their ſweat, asif they had ingroſſed the'pe- 
nalty of their firft Fathers ſin, whilſt Gentlemep 
ſweat only at the engagement of their ſorts, or 
by the direction of the Phyfician, todigeſt their 
fulneſs of Bread. Which every one muſt con- 
ets a ſufficient inequality. a pars TCO 
4. A THIRD. is that of Time. This de- 


_ pends/ by way of conſequence on the former. For 


God having made ſuch liberal proviſions for them, 
thus prevented them with the Bleffings of his 
Goodneſs,they can have no need toemploy their 
time to pain that, wherewith they "already 
abound ; and ſo being-exempted from that one 
deyouting expence of it, have a great ſtock to*be- 
tow on other more excellent purpoſes: whereas 
the poor Man hath ſcarce any macs . - 
] | F 


Sea:IIT. Gentlemen's Advantages. 5 
_. ſuchas he cancall his own. They are all fore- 
ftalled by thoſe prefling neceſſities which lie un- 
removeableupon him, His day-hours are chal- 
lenged/by his labour, his nights by his:reft ; and 
the fatisfying of theſe Claims o neceſſary, that 
his ownſupport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous 
family depends uporit; and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So thatif Time be 
to be accounted a Treafure, as undoubtedly it is, 
here is a ſecond fort of Poverty to which he is ex> 

ſed as a reſult of the former ; and another mas 
_ nifeſt inequality between him and the Gen#le- 


wane 9 oi om fr, 7 | 
'.5, FOURTH. 1s that of . Authority, by a 
which I meannot that which belongs to thoſe - 
which are advanced to Publick Office; for that 
being peculiar to ſome: few only, will not bear a 
diſtin& part in-my preſent conſideration : but I - 
underſtand by it ' that more private influence 
which Geyrlemen generally have on thoſe that are 
their Dependents. And this allo may be reckons 
ed aneffe& of the former, their Wealth': For in 


proportion tothat, the number of Servants, Te- _ . 


nants, and /Penfianers, on perhaps of Friends 
too ) is to: be "meaſured: And over all theſe they 
have fomewhat- ( _—_ notof abſolute deſpoti- 
cal dominion; yet ) of fway and prevaleccy. On 
the other 'fide,: thepoor Mans'zuthotity is 'bound- 
ed within the! earrow circuit of his lietle cottage, 
being itreffect no' other than the propagation 
that Power - Nature hath given him over his own 
| bly," $0 thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, 
Ry _ _ his 
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his Children ; and to that Ciett which'is ingrafted 
into it,\ his Wife. And if he ſhall but peep out 


of this httle Principality, attempt to inlarge his - 


Territories, and preſcribe to any Foreigner, he 


Ul I - will ſoon be taught how.'little his power is ac- 


knowledged, and confequently how great a dis 
ftance he: ftands in this -particular alſo from the 
Gentleman. : 
6. THE fifth is that of Reputation and 


Eſteem ; which as the World goes, 1s a ſhadow 


that waits only on the greater Bodies: Wealth 
and Honour are the things that render any perſon 
+ conſiderable amongſt Men, prepare them with 

an aptneſs- to embrace his 'Dictates,” to conſider 
his Counſels, to tranſcribe his Copies. And 


though now. it often falls out to beanunjuſt mea» | 


fure, yetperhaps it may have no unjuſt Original; 
For if ſuch perſons did make nſec of thoſe advantas 
| ges they have, to make their Mindsas rich as 
their Fortunes, this'were but their due. And 
therefore if it be paid them upoa this ſuppoſition, 
it is they only that are guilty of the injuſtice, by 
defeating the ground of it. But by what tenour 
ſoever they hold it, 'tis ſure ; it may be made an 
_ Inſtrument to many good purpoſes, and 

erefore well deſerves to be accounted into the 
number,of their advantages.  But- now if you 
look on the: poor Man, / you fthall ſee him loaded 
with Contempts, from which, no inivard Excel 
lencies he pofleſles can reſcue hifm © It: is the obs 
ſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that. the poor mans 


wiſaom is- deſpiſed, Eccleſ. g.16, So ;hated and 
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of 'it is infectious; and caſts reproach upon the 


moſt eſtimable things that cohabit with it. 1 The - 


world is ſo full of inſtances of this truth, that we 
need go no higher than our own times; Bur if 


- we ſhguld look back, -we may tind one as -anctent 


as:Fob,who in his own perſon experimented theſe 
diſtant effetgs of. Proſperity” and Adverfity. 
While he wasin a flourithing condition Mey gave 
ear to.him, and waited and kept ſilence at his counr 
ſet:i-: © After his words, they. ſþake vot again; and his 
ſpeech dropped on them, Job 29. 21,22, Butt 


_ thenext Chapter we find the Scene quite chang- 


ed,''and this reverenced and adored perſonts be- 
come a ſong and 4 by-word to the baſeſt of 'men,. 1 
ſhall readily acktowledge this injurious treating 
of the poor to be a-great Barbariſm. But thoug 
there.can' nothing be inferred fram' it as de gure; 
yet its being ſo de fatto; proves all F am about ta: 
allert, viz; The great unevenneſs that is ( inthis, 
inſtance, as well as the former) between Gentle« 
men and their Inferzors. 603-9 To ws 
-:7-/HAVING given this Schedule of unde- 
niable Privileages they enjoy,Ithall, before Tpro- 
ceed: farther,  beſcech them here to make a ſtand, 


. and foberly to conſider whether'it be imaginable, 
. that God hath put ſo many excellent Ioftruments' 


of Action into their hands, only to make them 
leſs ative? That were to accuſe the Divine 
Wiſdom of ſuch an unskilful kind of managery, 
as the ſhalloweſt Humane Providence falls not 
under, Will any of them be at the care and ex-, - 
ye | arr penis _ 
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penſe to furniſh a Servant with all Materials; and! 
Utenſils for work, with no other -Deſign, but 
that he my ſpend his time either in ſleep or riot? 
It they will not,I ſhall ask how:they would like a 
Servant that ſhould ſo abſurdly pervert their-1n- 
tentions? And according to the anſwer they give 
to that, leave them to conclude of their own ac- 
ceptableneſs with their great Maſter ; who: not 
only in a {ſingle -inſtance, but in- an habitual 
courle .behave themſelves as prepoſterouſly. . 1 
cannot ſee how ſuch a refleQion, if made with any 
ſeriouſnel(s, can-maſs of being attended with a ſe- 
vere ſelf-condemnation. And thea that being fo. 
proper a ſis and ground-work; thould methinks 
by a kind, even of natural energy, 41nvite them to 
ſuperſtruc on it more Noble and Chriſtian pur- 
poſes; that they who are ſo apt to expe&t Ado- 
ration from others, ſo willing tg be Idoliz'd,may 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idols 
(chave mouths and ſpeak not, exc. Pſal. 135. as ma- 
ny .unactive powers, as thoſe have Organs ) but 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſemblance 
ro that Divine Efſence, whoſe operations are as 
Inceſſant as Excellent, and by an unintermitted 
Induſtry in employing thoſe advantages God 
hath put into their hands, anſwer his deſign in 
beſtowing them. | | 
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= Advantage, that of Education. 


The Branches of his Calling founded i the firſt 


I. W PRESUME itisby this time rendred 
ſufficiently evident, that a Gentleman hath 
Y # Callizg ; it is now. ſeaſonable to advance, 
and thew whatthatzs. And of this the ground 
hath already been laid in thelaſt Se&#ion by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he poſ- 
ſefles; which being thoſe Talents committed to 
his managery,. his Calling will be the moſt exact _ 
ly anatomized and diſtributed into its parts, by 
unfolding thoſe ſeveral Branches of his. Receits, 
and examining what improvements each of them 
is capable of,” which as ſo many diſtin& Limbs 

make up the entire. Body of his Calling, | 
2, THIS I hall do, nor onlygin the groſs, 
but ſeverally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall take the liberty of doing it with the addati- 
on of a double refle&ion ; the one on. the contrary 
prattice, the other on the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 


tliat will infallibly atrend the diſcharge of chi . 


I ON Fe nad 
3. I BEGIN with thatof their Education ; 
the former part whereof commonly commences 
as timely as the firſt rs of their Reaſba. 
EO 2 $.: 


$— 


* EE EE TD LL. Doe. 


—_— 


Aa. 
ao 
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Ir is ſd creditable a thing to have Children put in- 
to anearly nurture, that there are few Parents ſo 
careleſs of their own reputation, as to neglect it, 
but do either by themſelves, or ſome others, to 
whom they aflign the charge, put them under 
ſuch a Diſciplize as may break their natural. rude- 
neſs and ſtubbernneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility, and teachthem that firſt Fun- 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu- 
ture inſtructions muſt be built. And this is an 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed- 
ing parts of Education, but towards the regulari- 
ty of the whole life. For by having their Infant- 
paflions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more'tame and governable ever after. The next 
part of Education, is Erudition and Inſtruction, 
and under a Succeſſion of this they are for many 
years. . Scarce any that owns the name of Ger?le- 
243,but will commit his Son to the care of ſome 
' Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at firſt in- 
ſrils thoſe Rudiments, proper'to their tenderer 
years, and as Age matures their parts, ſo advan- 
ces his Lectures, till he have let them 1n to thoſe 
ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight. This 1s that 
Tree of Kzowleadge,upon which there lies no inter- 
di& : which inſtructs not, as that in Edex did by 
| fad and coſtly experience, but by fair and ſafe in- - 
tuitions,and may well be looked on as a principal 
plant in-that Paradiſe wherein. God hath placed 
this rank of Men. | SNL 
. 4. THESE twoparts of Edycation united, 
Jp * 3, qualitie 
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qualifie a man for many excellent purpoſes. It 
will be impoſlible to enumerate all, becauſe a 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, muſt yet owe 
rhe - retro of many actions to. outward cir- 
cumſtances and occaſions, which being various 
and accidental, can with no certainty be brought 
into the account. But abſtracting from thele, 
there aredivers more intrinſick benefits, which 
nothing bur a Mans elf can fruſtrate; and thoſe 
alone T ſhall inſiſt on. 

5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated is better 


. Prepared to reſiſt all Errors that may invade his 


Underſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty 1s more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
poſition, and diſcover the infirm and feeble 
parts ; and ſo is not to be impoſed upon by ſuch 
{ſight Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of the 
vulgar. This Advantage, it is apparent he hath, 
and it 1s his datyto make uſe of it, to examine 
cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, -befyre he 
give up Ins aſſent to it, and not to betray his Rea- 
on, either to his Sloth, by negle&ing to give 1t 
a competent diſcuſſian ; or. to his Intereſt, by 
electing Tenents rather by their profitablene!s 
than their truth; This certainly is theleaft thar 
is ſuppoſable to be required of themin this parti- 
cular, and ſure it is ſo moderate an injuntion, as 
the moſt mutinous humour can have no tempta- 
tion to quarrel at. For who could think him a 
ſevere impoſer, who having furniſhed a man with 
a light to dire& him through ſome dark paſſage, 
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6. ANDashe hath this Advantage in reſpe& 
of his Azderſianding, ſo hath he, in the ſecond 
place, in relation to his Will: which though it be 
a free faculty, and conſequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined to any thing, ' yet itis capable of 
perſwaſions and inducements, and is uſually ben- 
ded and inclined by them. It muſt therefore be 
a fair ſtep towards the re&ifying of the Wall, 
when the intelle& is ſtored with Arguments and 
Incentives togoodnels. And this Learning muſt 
be fuppoſed to provide for, 'unleſs we will ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Morality and Dt: - 
Vinity ; for each of thoſe will yield variety of 
iuch Arguments. ' Morality will-preſent Virtue as 
periectly amiable in itſelf, and ſo-fit to be embra- 
ced jor its own ſake: and not only fo, but alſo as 
highly profitable and adyantageous to us, as be- 
ing that which gives the ſublimeſt perfection to 
our Natures, the ſweeteſt reſt and tranquillity to 
our Minds; and ina word, a full ſatisfaction to 
all our Rational Appetites. © Divizzty confirms 
all this, and ſuperadds what infinitely tranſcends 


It, the aſſurance of thoſe eternal and glorious re-: 


wards in another world. 'And theſe ſurely are 
ſuch tempting a/lefives, as are very proper to at- 
tract the WUll to chuſe what appears thus excel-: 
lent, thus deſirable; videdehieg be juſtly*re- 
pre'ented to it. And the doing that, the-prel- 
{ing theſe motives home upon the Wi/l, and that. 
in refutation of all. the contrary deceivable pre- 


tenſions of vice," 1s:the firft part of their obliga- 


tion. . But then theres alſo a ſecond, and that 
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1s, that they permit themſelves to be perſwaded 
by ſuch efficacious arguments, and actually con- 
orm their wills to theſe dictates of their under- . 
anding, that is, thar they really and effectively 
be ſuch men, as their education directs and re- 
quires them to be: Which being the work of their 
W:lls, *twill be abſurd to plead impoſſtbility or 
infirmity, ſince *tis manifeſt they may if they 
will ; which is ſuch a.degree of liberty, as ſerves 
10 all other inſtances to denominate a man a free 
agent, and ſuch as all puniſhments and rewards 
both divine and humane are founded on. 
7. A THIRD advantage is in relation to 
his Afeftions; which being the.interior and more 
brutith part of the man, are yet ſo impetuous and 
alluming, that they are very apt to ulurp the do- 
minion over the nobler faculties; and where they 
gan it, the event is anſwerable to what we ſee 10 
States, where the common people have wreſted 
the Scepter, all is put into confuſion. Now that 
which may prevent theſe civil broils in the ſoul, 
and ſecure the government to the proper Sove- 
reign, may well be reputed an advantage. And 
to this, 'nothing merely humane 15 more condu- 


cing than Education, For firſt, that early diſci- 


we which we preſumed, one part of it puts 2. 
ridle in the mouths of theſe head-ſtrong paſſi-* 
ons, which by many repeated acts of reſtraint at , 
laſt farget their native fterity, and become more 
calm .and tradable, But. then erudition com- 
pleats:this conqueſt backs this nnruly beaſt, and 
by. a dextrous managery not only reſtrains,: but. 
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guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſeful 
purpoſes, renders theſe mutinous Rebels not on- 
ly captivated ſlaves, but good Subjects, obedt- 
ent tothe laws of Reaſon: Allthis Education 15 
-of it ſelf aptly diſpoſed todo, jf men will not take 
' the Beaſts parc agginſt jt, encourage him to 
plunge till he have thrown the Rider. And all 
that 1s inthis particular required of them, is but 
0 hold faſt thoſe reins that are thus put into 
their hands;to keep their Aﬀections in ſuch a juſt 
ſubjection, thar they may receive, not give laws. 
Thus we lee the influence which Educgrion hath 
on all the eſſential parts of a mans mind. And 
were it here ſo immured and cloſed up, that it 
could make no fallies at all thence, did the ſoul, 
like Gzdeon?s fleece, ingroſs all thu precious dew ; 
yet whilſt that received ſuch liberal infuſions, it 
would irrefragably evince this to be no mean 1n- 
conſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impol- 
fible it ſhould be ſo confin'd ; for if ir bepermit- 
x<d to make theſe impreſhons within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the circum- 
F:rence ; ſo certainly will it extend and manifeſt 
j: ſelf in the more 'viſible effes; all the pro- 
d13s and emanations of 'a mind thus regulated 
will own their original: bear the Image of their 
amy 7 Fae utare 
8. AND brſt his Pehaviour will be affable 
and civil, not infolent and jmperious; as one 
that knows Humanity and gentleneſs js a com- 
mon deht to mankind, and therefore will not 
phipk tir to contract or dam up his civility into. fo 
- Tos Parry 
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narrow a compals, that it ſhall ſwell into com-- 
lement, and meanflattery towards thoſe aboye, 
and not ſuffer one drop to defcend on thoſe be- 
; - _Jneath him: bur diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, that all 
: |. channels may be filled with it. *Tis true, the 
| depth of ſome will require a greater proportion to 
that filling than others ; and there tis not to: be 
| | doubted but he may be more liberal ; only in the 
mean time the ſhallower are not to remain dry. + 
Let the inequality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjects, not from the par- 
| tialjty of the Agent, ang he preyaricates no part 
of his duty in rhis matter. | 
9. SECONDLY, his Words will be tem- 
perate and decent, the produdt of judgment, not 
of rage. For he that hath calmed his paſſions 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh, angry, or 
ryde language: this is a foam which 1s caſt up on- 
ly by the bilbbws of 2 turbulent tempeſtuous 
.- mind ; and can never be the iſſues, of a ſerene 
' compoſed temper. To. this it is but proportion- 
able. that they be alſo weighty and material. 4 
wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of Sirach, are .. 
weighed inthe balance, and therefore he that hath, 
improved his Education fo that pitch of profici-- 
ency, will ſurely look his diſcourſe be ſuch, as 
may an{wer that character, which muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſomething of ſolidity, no 
man ever attempting to put froth and bubles in- 
to the Scales. And notpnly ſa; but it muſt al- 
ſo preſume it to have ſomething of uſe and value ;. 
for, who ever takes pains to weigh what for its 
Ran K” * . *  uſlelnels 
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uſeleſneſs and-meanneſs he intends tocaſt out as 
refuſe ? and both theſe qualifications are ver 
eflential parts of a Gentlemar's diale&t, the one 
oppoſed to light and fooliſh, the other to-unſea- 
ſonable diſcourſe, For as the/one hath nothing 
of weight ( unleſs it be that of a burden to the 
Hearers )ſo the orher can have nothing of -uſe,nor 
conſequently of worth,that being to be meaſured 
by the aptnels of it to the perions to whom it is 
addreſſed. 
whom God hath endued with knowledge to con- 
vey as much of benefit and inſtruction to'others 
as they can: in order . whereunto 'tis neceſlary 
they adapt their ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe 
they treat with, otherwiſe let them diſcourſe ne- 
ver ſo elaborately, they will rather confound than 
edifie, and appear to affe& more: to boaſt, than 
communicate their knowledge. 

io. LASTLY, his Employaents will be 
worthy and ingenuous. A Man that hath this i- 
ward Nobility of Mind: ſuperadded to that of his 
Birth, will abhor to bulie himſelf viciouſly.or im- 
pertinently ; he hath thoſe qualifications, which 
render him uſeful, and he muſt give himſelf thoſe 
Exerciſes, whereby he may become the moſt emi- 
nently ſo. If by juſt authority he be affigned to 
any publick charge, he is to.embrace it cheerful; 
ly ; not as a prize either to Ambition or Cove- 
touſneſs, but as an opportunity of , Virtue ; 2 
ſphere wherein he may move the moſt yigoroully 
1n the ſervice of God and his Countrey...-But this 
happening but to few, it is necellary, VE 09 
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27 
ſome other' reſerve of a&tiqn. And ſuch ſurely, 
he that induſtriouſly deſigns it,' cannot want : 
wherein though perhaps his influence will not be 
ſo general as in that, yet it may fall very auſpici- 
outly on many. And when-all thoſe” occaſions 
areexhauſted too, when all dire& operations are 
ata ſtand, he may yet betake him to the reflex'd, 
employ his activity upon himſelf, which will al- 
ways remain” a proper object of his Induſtry, he 
being though a rich, yet {till ſuch an improve- 
able ſoil, as will incourage and reward his Huſ- 
bandry, though .never ſo often repeated. And 
now I ſhall preſume it apparent, That Education 
is a moſt eftimable Treature, a precious Mijze 
that contains ſo many rich veins. O, why ſhould 
any that poſſeſs it, ſuffer themſelves to be poor, 
inderly for want of diligence in digging out the 
Ore? + No EN we: ; 
11. AND would toGod that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, fuch as none were concerned 
3n. But they'that look on the Manners of ma- 


find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhould produce fo ſlen- 
der, nay ſo degenerate a Crop : As if Fob's curſe 
were here exemplified,” Feb 31.40. Thiſtles to 
grow 112 fteadof- Wheat, and Cockle in ſtead of Barly. 
Plutarch tells-us of a voide frozen in the midſt of a 
River, that becatne audible by the thaw, and ap- 
plies it to: Moral Precepts taught in youth, but 
acuated by-:ape; The 'Simile ſpeaks him to 
have lived1n better times*- for in theſe, the voice 
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diſſolves with the Ice, leaves not fo much as an 
Eccho behind it. Men now make it the buſineſs 
of their riper years, to unravel not the follies, but 
*. the learning of their youth : no ſooner are they 
got from under the Diſcipline of others, but the 
tirſt a& of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe notions 
which have been inſtilled into them. And here 
.. theyare ſuch ſevere Lidors, that the mildeſt 1n- 
| flictioa is togag and- bind them,- deprive them 
both of voice and motion. Nor are they ordina- 
rily ſatisfied withthis, but as if they feared they 
would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome ad- 
yantage to break looſe again, their final doom is 
Oftraciſm,they and their Lineage; all ſober Coun- 
ſels derived fram them are utterly expulſt, ſo to- 
tally raſed out of their, minds, that not the leaſt 
footſteps of them remain. And all this under the 
name of Peadaxtry, a title, which it 1s probable 
thejr great averlſegels to their Teaghers ſuggeſts to 
them, as the mult pathetick _—_— ; asif they 
meant now to be revenged on Learning and Tu- 
tar together, for attempting to make them wiſe 
againſt their wills. 
12, AND now when the root 15 thus ſtockt 
up, there is little expe&ation of Fruit. And 
| therefore he that ſhall here look; for thoſe fore- 
mentioned effects of Education, will be more di{- 
appainted,than Chriſt ſeemed to be bythe Fig-tree ; 
that, though /«itleſs,: yet afforded leaves. But 
here we are nqt to hape for ſo much, 'no ſign that 
ever there was ſuch-a plant in the ſoil, Let us: 
briefly review thale ſeyerals,and ſee what of them 
3s ordinarily to be met with. - 13.AND 
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I}, AND firſt for thereliſting of Errors, we 
uſually find Gentlemen no Herees in this point : 
their Anderſtandings areas pliant, as ſeducible, as 
thoſe who never had their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reje Errors, it 
is commonly by the ſame Engine, wherewith 
they caſt off Truth, v7, their inconfideration of 
both, as not being able to endure ſo much {eri- 
ouſneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve to ex- 
ter them of any opinion. They have tranſplan- 
ted their diſcerning faculty from their intelleR to 
their Sexſes, and tind it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant 
imployment, that it can never be at leiſure to re- 
vert to Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſ- 
cern exactly the moſt minute error in their gar- | 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the 
Laws of the Mode, are 'moſt exquiſite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can they 
ever think fit to trouble their heads ( whoſe leaſt 
Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ) with ab- 
ſtruſer ſpeculations,who have found out ſo much 
a more eaſie exerciſe of their faculties? If any 
ſhall think this character partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall beleech him ro compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Gellapts 1nthis point, and then 
upon the ſame account that cold and. ſcanty 


praiſes go for detraction, Ithall expe& this very 

1mperfe&t and partial accuſation may pals for a 
Panegyrick. 

14. NEXT forthe regulation of their W:{s, 

that range depends ſo, much on the former, 

nderſtandings,that what TG 
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that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed todo the ſame 
for this alſo. It is not imaginable that he who 
hathdefaced all his principles, whether moral or 
divine, or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders 
them, ſhould receive any influence from them; 
{ince they operate not but by a diſtinct applica- 
tion. And here ſhould I ask many Gertlemen, 
when they ever ſo much as attempted any thing 
of this ſort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
at the 1ncivility of the queſtion, to evade the ne- 
ceſlity of anſwering it. ' But God ' knows their 
actions ſpeak too loud, that their buſineſs 1s to 
obey; -not to preſcribe ; to fulfil, not regulate 
their Wes, Nay indeed *tis too frequent, that 
inſtead of conforming their wills to their princi- 
ples, they model and transform their principles 
to their wills, herein verifying Ariſtotle's obſerva- 
tion, that Pleaſures are corraptive of Principles, 
And fo by this one art of inverſion, the fice of 
things 1s quite changed ; Virtue which their 
books repreſented to them as lovely and honot- 
rable, is now thought to have gained that luſtre 
only by theflattery and varnith of the Painters, 
and ſo 18decried as the moſt unamiable;deſpicable 
creature: and. on the other ſide, all the contrary 
vices are taken from under that black veil, Phr- 
loſophers or Divines have put upon them, and are 
furbiſh'd. and trimm'd* up,' ſet to open view, as 
the moſt . ſplendid,, glorious things,', the- moſt 
adorning accompliſhments of a Gentleman.” . 
. 15. AND to ſecure. this tranſmutation,' ever 
God himſelf muſt have his part in it, _ _ 
4 CLUde 
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cluded to have beenall this : while miſ-repreſent- 
ed in thoſe characters of .Purity and Fuſtice, his 
word has madeof him, and to have laid. no ſuch 
ſevere reſtraints upon: men, as that tells us of. 
That Temperance, Chaſtity, ſelf-denyal, eMortife- 
cation, &Cc.. were but the: creations of ſome melan- 
choly Recluſes,, who would then envioully.impoſe 
thoſe bands -upon others,”-wherewith: they had 
fooliſhly fetter'd themſelves ; that God is more 
indulgenttoMens appetites, which they may fa- 
tiate here, as. they pleaſe, without thoſe future 
dangers 'Preachers fright them with? That this 
is the new Geztile Divinity, we need not appeal 
to Mens lives, their words openly.proclaiming 
it, not: without much ſcora and contempt of 
their eaſy ſimplicity, - who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yet asf. this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as if they were conſcious of 
that abſurdity,” whichiindeed theres 1n defining 
God an abettor and favourer of vice, many have. 
advanced a ſtep higher taking a morecompendi- 
ous courſe, and fince -rhey. cannot : bring God 
over to theirparty, make him ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheiſts. ' Of this there are:too too many. inftan- 
ces, and:”tis':to'be feared! will be many more, 
whileſt to alli other ſenſual: allurements that opi- 
nion makes to'its Proſelytes,: this is-added, that 
it is become a'cred:table thing, the badge and ſig- 
nature of: a modern. Hr, thus to be one of Da- 


vid:s fools; (in ſaying there ts no God! 1-3 
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16, I'N the next place, let us deſcend to the 
Afﬀetions, and ſee what effects of their educa- 
tion 1s diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
to be no other, than what is obſervable of a; dam; 
put to intercept the courſe of. ſome rapid ſtream, 
which ſo ſoon as.-it is-either removed. or - bore 
down,thetorrent guſhes with ſo much the greater 
violence,for having had that oppoſition : 1o here, 
when the reſtraints, which bridled their minori- 
ty, are taken off, their paſſions ſwell to a higher 
degree of impetuolity, they ceaſe to be boys 
and men together, the man is diſmounted, looſes 
thereins, and is dragg'd whither the fury of the 
beaſt directs. A fad change, yet daily too vili- 
ble tn many : for alas what 1s more ordinary than 
to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion ot theſe 
brutiſh appetites! Sometimes tranſported by a- 
Kage to the greateſt Undecencies,, nay Dan- 
gers ; ſometimes hurried by a L«ft like the poſ- 
ſeſt perſon, Mark 9.22. throngh fire ana water, the 
moſt deſperate deſtructive attempts, and have 
nothing but rottenneſs and diſeaſe: as the final 
prize of all thoſe difficult adventures; ſome- 
times drowned an ſwtniſh nog: er gh and: 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earth, buried. 
as it were ahve by ſordid covetoulneſs,: as if they 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence, 
yet the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, in 
hin torn in pieces by wzld Beaſts. Oh, that they. 


might once be brought to relinquiſh this abſurd 
fortitude, that thoſe who laugh at the precept of 
turning the other cheek, Mat. 5. 39. VERSO 
| : Ss hots 
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here infinitely over-a& it; and give up them- 
ſelves to be buffered, yea ſlaughter'd by theſe . 


their cruelleſt enemies, nor be.. ſuch Platonick 


| overs of Martyrdom,as to chule only this, where» 


to there is no Crown annexed, but wy hat 15 worn 
in the Kingdom of darkneſs. 

17. AND. now ſince we are thus to ſeek of 
theſe zrward effects; we can with no reaſon hope 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the reſults 
and confequences of theſe: And then 'twill be 
no wonder to obſerve Gerntlemex behave them- 
ſelves diſdainfully and imperiouſly, as if they 


could not ſet a juſt value on themfelyes, without 


the unjuſt contempt of others. *Tis true indeed, 
this is commonly a wind that blows but one way, 
down the hill; only upon thoſe below them, up- 
wards they breathe gentler gales; it being one. of 
their moſt ſtudied taculties, to perform all acts 
of the moſt ſupererogating Civility to thoſe 
above them, _ But when that Civility is through- 
ly ſcanned, it will prove a greater injury than 


the contrary Rudenels ; 'tis made up of ſuch hol- 


low profeſſions, ſuch groſs flatteries as are 
much worſe than reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
be actually ſeconded with them ; there being no- 
thing more uſual, than to revile and deride thole 
at a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. And theſe now : become ſuch effenttal 
indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of either inevitably betrays: a man' to the 
title of a-filly Ruſtick; Flatterics and Deſpiſings 
being the two contrary elements, whereof he, 
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whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be com- 
pounded. | £7 
18. THIS gives an account allo of ſome part 

of his Dzalc#, which thus far anſwers little to 
thoſe requiſite qualifications, Weight and Ule- 
fulneſs ; there being nothing more trivial or uſc- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
'twere well ifno worſe epithets belonged to them. 
But if we look alſo into the reſt, they will. ordi- 
narily appear to carry proportion with theſe : 
"Tis every mans obſervation, that zo ſpring will 
riſe higher than its firſt head ; and then words be- 
ing but the iſſues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballait of ſober and vertuous Notions, 'tis no 
wonder it the diicourſe be light and airy. *Twere 
ealie to exemplifie in the ſeveral forts of it adapt- 
ed to the ſeveral humors of men ; but *tis alſo fo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tran{cribing the impertinence too. But what ſuch 
frothy diſcourſe 1s naturally, the moſt ſerious 
may become by accident : And thus we ſee it the 
infirmity of ſome, who ſo far retain 'their Edu- 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed 
to vent their plenty ſo unſeaſonably or affeced- 
ly, that it produces nothing of benefit to the hear- 
ers, but rebounds injurioufly with the aſperſion 
of vanity upon themſelves. : 
19. BUT ſuchisthe miſery of this Age, that 

it were a fair. compoſition, if Geztlemen could be 
perlwaded- to reduce their Diſcourſe only to a 
privative ſort of Illneſs; *rwere ſomewhat tolera- 
ble, af as on the one ſide they did not. miniſter 
by grace, 
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grace, Eph. 4. 29. 1o on the other they did not 
breath infection on the hearers. - But alas! what | 
are all thoſe. profane ſcoftings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent, among them, but as io many blaſts and 
malevolent vapours to nip and deftroy the pra- 
Ctice-of it? and ſo we ſee it too commonly does 
among thoſe whoſe greener reſolutions ſet them 
Not above their malignant influence. Huw does 
their immodeſt - = obſcene talk diſperſe and 
ſcatter their own impure fires, to- the inflaming 
of others? And whulſt they infcribe upon thele 
Poyſons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 
Efprit ; they do not only tempt men Srecdily to 
imbibe them,but even defame and proſtitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a |//derzeſs for 


Advantage of Education,” 


all favagerudeneſs to range in, and make as ma- 


ny Candidates for that reputation, as there are 
impious and beſfial men inthe world. And to 
this ſort of Wi they have found out a very pro- 
portionable Rhetorick, I mean that of their 
Oaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, which fo 
overſpreads their language, that ( like a pro- 
fuſe Embroidery that even quite hides the 
Stuffe ) it becomes the moſt remarkable par of 
it. *Tis not a little ſtrange how this fouleſt de- 
formity hath gotten to paſs for an embelliſhment 
and. ornament of Stile ; but that it doth ſo, .is 
very. vilible not only from the no pretence of 
other temptation to it, but alſo from that af- 
fected. and ſtudied variety obſervable among 
them, as if they had the ſame concernment for 
their . Diſcourſe, which they have for them- 
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ſelves, viz. that it may every Year appear .in 
ſome new piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh 
minted toſet it off, . | 

26, TO att theſe we may add their vain 


_ Boaſtings and Aﬀumings, which are often ſo de- 


plorably ridiculous,” that 'tis doubtful whether 
more pity or contempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch 
a Feather and fartaſtick e Mean, brags more of 
his Travels, than 'if he had paſs'd the Lzze, and 
felt the fcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And up- 
on the ſtrength of this he takes authority to im- 
poſe on others the moſt abſurd and incredible 
Relations ; yet ſtill impoſing more perniciouſly 
on himſelf, z. e. a beliet that he appears very 1l- 
luſtrious and glorious in allthis, and on that con+ 
tidence the ſmiles which his auditors mean in 
ſcorn, ſhall be taken in applauſe of him, and ſo 
encourage thoſe follies they deride. 
2, INDEED where this vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it ſelf in innumerable inde- 
cencies of ſpeech ; but never does it give itſelf a 
fuller or worſe character, than whea it lets looſe - 
to anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and 


fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this we 


frequently ſee overflow in all the invenomed re- 
proachful language imaginable, ſuch as one 
would wonder ſhould fall trom the mouth of any, 
whoſe education had not been wholly barbarous ; 
an inverted kind of Eloquence, 67 50cm ſome, 
who have been taught the rules of better Rheto- 
rick, havea great fluency. whe 
22, 
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- 22, IF now weſhould proceed to take a view 
of their Imployments,there is little doubt but that 
Tekel, Dan. 5. 27. might be a proper inſcription 
on them, yea a mild one too, Lightnels and Va- 
nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
Ent in them. hea this is but a natural inference 
fromthe former : for {ince the Principle of Adti- 
ons as well as Words is within, it will certainly 
operate alike in both; as Water ſent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, is the ſame, and 
hath equal vertues or faults in each. It were too 
ealle to giveas particular an account of theſe as 
the former ; but foreſeeing an occaſion to do that.. 
in another place, Iſhall transfer it thither, as not 
deſiring to iterate the 1mportunity on ſo ungrate- 
ful a ſubjeft. _- TR rn. | 

23. AND now he that ſhall conſider, that 
all this is but the partial Image 'and repreſentati- 
on of thoſe, who have had that Education we ſo 
much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask F«- 
das's queſtion, Ad quid perditio hec ? Why was ll 
this mape of Diſci fine and Literature? To what 


F 
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E purpole was ſo coſtly a foundation laid, when the 
| ſuperſtructure 1s in the Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3, 
| x2, nothing but hay and ſtubble? And Idoubt ma- 
y defeated Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
aint't- but T-fear allo divers of them may with 


n 
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too ſoon from under its bentgne influence. Which 
though it uſually ſpring from immoderate :indul- 
gence; is yet really. the greateſt ſeverity ; for 
what can be more C , than to:tie them to all the 
labour and toil of the Seeds-time, force their 
Childhood to. that ſtudy and intenſion of which 
that giddy age 1s moſt impatient, andthen ſnatch 
them avvay at the, Harveſt ; ſuffer them to, cont, 
verie no more. with Learning, when once they, 
grow capable of receiving 0 4 delight or profit 
by it * Thus of lateit hath been the method. of 
Breeding, to , polt .them with. an inconvenient 
ipczed from one, ſtage to another, - many.-times 
bringing them too ſoon to the Univerſity, but 
much. oftner taking.them too early from-it, bes, 
fore they have near gained what they came thi- 
ther to furniſh themſelves with. And from thence 
the next ſtep is aver, the Sea, which ſoon-waſhes: 
away thoſe Notions, which, lis, crude in their 
brains, but have wanted maturity. of, years to di- 
geſt into their manners. Indeed. *tis not. .imagi+ 
nable how they ſhould retainthem,; they being;at 
their coming .abroad ſolemnly put in. a. direde; 
courſe of forgetting: ſpeedily what they farmerly. 
learnt,their whole time being then by order to þe: 
taken up in other unſpeculative.exerciſes, where: 
inif they do happen to attain..to ſome.emingniys; 
yet .tis ſure but a dry exchange for what they quit 
for it. ' But then 'tis not onein twenty-that:ar- 
rives to that : the negligence of Governours, on 
their own headinels, when, they - find; the;; rein; 
thus ſlackned,. often; makes their progreſs-little 
V2" AOIEL TR ns LB hg 
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"0 
1nany thing they are appointed to; bur inſtead 
of that, they run a full career in all debauchr 
pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant to the high- 
eſt proficiency. I fay not this todecry Travet- 
ting 1n general, but only the unſeaſonable time 
that is choſen for it. He that would really im- 
prove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
ſuch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
going'education his Judgment is ſ{etled and quali- 
tied to make uſeful obſervations, his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capable of 
all the good, Foreign climes can afford, and ſe- 
cured from the infection of the 1il; like a Load- 
ſtone, attrat things of weight only, and not 
like Jet, draw nothing but chaff and ſtraws. But 
I confeſs this a digreſſion, and therefore return 
to thoſe who: have thus embezled this precious 
Advantage, (and who have to9 much of their 
own walls 1n it,to beable to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents ) beſeeching them 
ſeriouſly to lay to heart this their ſo ruinous ill 
husbandry, and tolct at laft ſome better fruits of 
that ſeed appear ; not to ſuffer a piece of Plate 
left to the School or Colledge, to be the only 
Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and {q 
bring thoſe Societies under the reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, of profeſſing learning but..1ms 
parting none, of having taken ſome thing from 
them without giving them any valuable confide- 
ration; making them any proportionable returns; 
But that they wauld at laſtizake-up this Falent 
thus long buried inthe napkin, -agd yet fall a tra- 
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ding with jt. - And though the time they have 
loſt ſhould render them deſperate of the reward 
of the Tex Cries, *tis yet motive enough to indu- 
ſry, to reſcue themſelves from the lentence of 
the Shrhful ſervant, And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate between reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelf from 
the one, puts himſelf likewiſe into a certain ca- 
| pacity of the other. But beſides all he is to ex- 
 pedthereafter, he is ſure at the time of a very fair 
Antepaſt of pleaſure here, which he will 1imme- 
diately reap from it, as the firſt fruits of the fu- 
ture rich harveſt, which though the Law com- 
- manded to be facrificed, yet ſuch is the indul- 
gence of the Goſpel, that it exacts nothing, but 
that men would themſelves enjoy them. © © 
24. FOR ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 

Cod; that he 1s generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral concernments ; for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly 
upon reverſions, he hath been pleaſed to put. 
ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
part of duty. This might beevidenced difrin&- 
iy through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre- 
cepts, his Yoke is an eaſie, nay, gractoms Yoke ; his 
burden a light burden, Mat.t1. 28. And from this 
general ground; I may have warrant ſufficient to 
affirm the like of this particular Iam now upon. 
But 1t may be yet more clearly evinced, by re- 
fleting on the ſeveral improvements of this Ta- 
lent, which have been mention'd, as the Duty of 
all thoſe that poſſeſs it. 25. AND 
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25, AND firſt, forthat of an acute and ele 
vated Underſtanding, 1 need appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronounced 
a very defirable thing,it being hard to pick out a 
man of ſuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yet profeſs to. eſteem it. 
And we may believe them 1n earneſt, if from no * 
other argument, yet from this, that every man 
affects the reputation of being Wile, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
ry is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
ting than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this, 1 ſhall luſpend his confuta; 
tion, till ſome dy reproach him with folly, and 
then from the diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom.. 
| Andindeed why do good* men look upon a foo! 
with ſo much pity, and ill men with fo much. 
ſcorn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a * 
Credit? ' Nor is this the ſentence only of the yul- 
gar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which' they ſtand at the greateſt diſtance, bur. 
eſpecially of the more diſcerning fort of men,. ' 
who from every taſte they have had of it, have. 
had their appetites ſo raiſed, that they haye ins, 
ſatiably thirſted after the fuller draughts.. This... 
made Fd many of the old Philoſophers renounce the. 
enjoyment of thoſt ſenſual Pleaſures, that offer- 
ed themſelves, to go in queſt after this one tran- 
ſcendent delight ; and Solomor to prefer this in 
his election before Riches and Honour, the twa 
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principal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the recti- 
tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimo- 
ny. And now if this be 1n itſelf ſo valuable, 
raviſhing a thing, ſhall its being here connected 
with duty, prove ſuch an allay, as to deprive it 
of all the guſt? Certainly if it do, it muſt argue 
the palate very perverſe and diſtemper'd: for to 
all other, that one conſideration would give a re- 
liſh and flayour to the drieft, the molt unpleaſant 
undertaking. The conſcience that I am now em- 
_—_— as I ought 1s ſucha refreſhment as is able 
toſweeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering.” Shame is a thing to which: humane 
nature hath an: innate- abhorrence, yet the 
Apoſtles made it matter of joy, when it befel thens 
for Chriſts ſake, Ads 5,41, And ſhall this bleſ- 
ſed Copy of theirs be transformed _ in ſtead of 
tranſcribed? Shall thoſe who have not ſo much 
Chriſtian patience, as to bear the {lighteſt re- 
proach for him, have yet ſo auch unchriſtian ſiu- 
pidity; as to endure the greateſt in oppoſition to 
him? Chule rather to be ignorant, when *tis 
both their ſin and ſhame, than wiſe, when 'tis 
their duty and reward? Invert S. Pan's choice, 
and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he qwns to be for 
him? Ifthere be any fuch Aztipodes in our clime, 
their unhappineſs will yet ſerve to Illuſtrate-what 
they refuſe to partake of, v/z. the felicity, of cha- 
ving performed this part of duty in the unprove- 
ment of the underſtanding. Ee 
' 26. IN. the next place the. regularity. of the 
Wil is extremely. both amuable and profitable. 
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For that being an uncontroulable faculty, if it- be 
wrong ſet, what torrents of miſchief and confuſi 
endoes it-let in? If in all its conceptions it per- 
mit. tho; ſenſual: appetite to. lay, like Facob, its 
pilled rods befate it, all-:its births will be ring-ſtra- 
ked, ſpeckled. and ſpatied. The ruinouſneſs of a per- 
verle will is {6 generally underſtood, that there 
is nothing renders: a maneven 1n common account 
more- miſerable and: deplored. He: whoſe Will 
runs counter; to his Reaſon, every man-is 4frolo- 
ger enough to read his de//tny, and prelage his de- 
{ftruction.:- And by the undecent andpernicious 
effects of-a. diſaxdered; wemay make aneſtimate 
of the beauty. and advantage of a retiftied WilL 
The former, like a vicious improvident Gover- 
noun; expoſes his: Territories to a deliige,: firſt | of 
lyxury,: and then of ruine3- but this latter like & 
vertuousand:prudent Prince, ationce ſecures the 
innocencez; and: feligityiof his ſubje&s. Indeed: 
it is this alone-that really and: effectively gives us. 
the preeriingnce above:bealts. They:haveihoices: 
as well as:we; and they have affeaions, bur: 
wanting: the: ligher- principle of | reafoz, their: 
choices are ntzeſſarily determined /by- their affe-: 
&ions: Now.if we who'have both,. are guided: 
only: by. the'latter; wherein-does our ſtate differ" 
from theirs;: ſave. only-that our liberty makes us: 
Srilty;c wkiereas theirneceffity leaves them inno- 
cent{-:L preſume: F need fayrno more, toevince + 
the happineſs of; a: well-ordered Will, ſince: none ? 
cat contefbit,: but he:mutb'tacitly confeſs'him- 
ſelf weary!of his humne'nature, and emulous, : 
Bs Mn rd w Tx ſrl oo 
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not of a greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. - © LEY 02S 

"27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Afedtions; which: if they be not curbed and 
held in by the underſtanding, will 'haveas free 
and uncontrouled a ſway in men, 'as they have in 
meer animals, but with worſe effe&s, - by how 
much we have more objects to incite them, more: 
inſtruments to actuate them than theſe have. If: 
any man 'can be tempted to think thisnounplea- 
fant condition, let him yet further conſider, that. 
this metamorphoſis -15 not like the fancied-tran(- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
allume the nature, and conſequently the paſſions 
but of one--beaſt alone: no, here 15 the whole 
Wildernefslet looſe upon a man, - with: all their: 
contrary appetites perpetually combating one - 
with another. He that hath the rapaciouſneſs of 
a Wolf; may yet have the timoroufneſs of an- 
Hare, andfo is racked' between the deſire of ha-- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the - 
Iuſt of a Goat, may yet have the intemperance of- 
a Swine, and be-diftracted to which of the appe-- 
tites to give himſelf. -He that hath the cruel- 
iy of: a Trgre, may yet have the wrwlineſs of the» 

ox, which will give him the pain of :many irk-” 
ſome delays, in attending 'an advantageous op=! 
portunity. : And ſo: :proportionably:-1n-- others,” 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults- within, to 
be in 'a; ſtate of hoſtility;:not only. with other 
£9, but with himſelf ? Qr what canthere need,” 
24 | beyond 
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beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary. condition to us? The ſubduing theſs 
brutiſh Inclinations is the introducing Peace into 
a Land, . haraſs'd and waſted with inteſtine. 
War: and fure none need be told ( at leaſt in 
this Age ) that that is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And 1 may with the ſame contidence appeal to 
the verdict of any who hath tried theſe wo con- 
trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. -** JE 
28. ALL I ſhall add is, in a joynt relation 
tothis and the two former, by obſerving that il- 
luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
affe&ions, make up a great part of the celeſtial 
happineſs. The Angels of tight would no longer 
have right to that title, without theſe. The ſpi- 
rits of juſt men maae perfei?, were improperly fo 
_ ſtyled, Heb. 12.23. had they.not receive this ac-" 
compliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, fo much the 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe di- 
vine joys.” And ſure thus to partake with Angels 
and Saints; 1s to be happy;- and will be acknow- 
\ ledged ſo by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Ma- 
hometan Paradiſe render them not uncompetent_ 
toeftimate theſe purer and refined pleaſires. 
29. IF from hence we proceed to thoſe ot- 
ward effetts, which are the reſults of* theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they are all full of delight and 
fatisfaction.' Courteſic and friendlinels of Be- 
SM. | | wr 1 havieur 
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haviour does not only caſt a glorious luftre round 
about, attra& the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alſo refle&s with chearful and comfortable 
leams upon our ſelves. For, Man. being de- 
ined by God for a ſociable creature, harh ſuch 
propenſions and inclinations put into him, as are 
proper tg thatend ; and theſe are.gratified and 

pleaſed, when we ſo demean our ſelves, as ma 
anſwer that intention, towards which nothing 
can be more neceſſary than this bebonaire and 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to our 
converſation, whereas the contrary roughneſs 
frights and deters them, ( the ow 4d. of a 
Nabal makes men they 543n0t ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 
25.17.) it gives a man part of Nebuchaanezzar's 
fate, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing 
them to withdraw from him ; and that the worl 
part of it too ; the hairs like Eagles feathers, and 
zbe nails like Birds claws, being much the lighter 
degree of the infligion, fit -to paſs for drels and 
ornament, compared with that more defortning 
diſguiſe this ruggid temper puts upon a man. 
And as on the one ſide, this moroſity and four- 
neſs of humour 1s very uneafie, ſo on the other is 
that form of fawning and flattering. compliance, 
which ſome call Civility : It obliges men 1n many 
circumſtances to renounce their eaſe, their 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps 
them in ſuch conſtraint, that one.may truly ſay, 
a leſs meaſure of ſelf-denial would ſerve to confti- 
tute a man.a good Chriſtian, than an exa& Cour- 
tier; whereas he that keeps himſelt in a juſt 
| meal 
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mean, neither drives away one fort of company, 
nor buys the other ſo dear ; He has a' Standard- 
meaſure, by which to diſpenſe his Civilities, viz. 
the quality and worth of the perſons; and con- 
found not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutable* rules of their expectations. So in the 
firſt of the.inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
whilſt the other is in ſome reſpe& a Beaſt; in - 
the cond he preſerves himſelfaFreeman,whileſt 
the other 4s a Slave: And ſure I may refer it 
0 any mans deciſion, which is the pleafanter | 
ate. 
30. NEXT for the Words, *tis not to he 
doubted'but that calm:and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſionate and 
rageful.; and that not only 1n reipe& of decen- 
Cy, but eaſe too; of which there needs no other 
teſtimony, than that viſible perturbation and 
uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are under ſuch 
a tranſportation. So in like manner, when the 
words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
only moreſatisfaction to the hearer, but to the 
fpeaker alſo : This may be judged by the contra- 
ry difplacency men have at themſelves,” when 
they are conſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
or undecently. By fatisfaction I mean not 
that vattity, which men too often affe& of ſhew- 
ing their-parts, but a juſt and ſober complacency, 
arifing from the conſcience of having 'regulated 
their diſcourſe by the meaſures of a Wiſe man 
and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may 
be- of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief to his 
nh | Auditors. 
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Auditors. And: this ſurely is a much more rea 
ens than any can be had in the contrary 
kind of diale&. If to this it be objected, that 

generally none are ſo much delighted with their 

own diſcourſes, 4s they.-who talk the moſt vain- - 
ly and abſurdly : I anſwer. that even theſe are 

/, _Notpleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity ; their 

_ © pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it to 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince; 
that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives fatisfacti- 
on, ſince even the ſhadow and fiction of it can be 
made to yield to it. 

31. LASTLY, forthe Imployments, they 
ſurely muſt afford rfoſt of contentment, when 
they are moſt noble and excellent : they do fo at: 
the time, in the dire& line, they having.more of 
agrecableneſs tothe nature and dignity of a man ; 
but they do yet more ſo in the refle&ion, when a 

.,man looks back upon his day or week ſpent, and 
'finds his buſineſs has been worthy of him, it ex- 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to paſs 
his own approbation on himſelf, and as it were to 
anticipate the Exge he ſhall one day receive from 
his great Maſter. But: he that gives himſelf 
only the ;idle adyertiſments of a Child, or ſets 

| to the baſer drudgeries of Vice, cannot reflect 
without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtood 
by ſuch perſons, that they are fain to take ſanu- 
ary in a total Inconſideration, never daring-to ask 

_ themſelves, .what have:I - done? Which: bears 

full teſtimony to 'the | excellency and felicity 

of: ingenuous Imployments, ſince they. that Fs 
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cline thoſe, are forced alſo to decline themſelves» 
. grow out of their own acquaintance and know-- 
ledge. | v2 1240 
32. AND now what Objection can there [ie 

againſt this duty, which is in all the parts of it 
{o advantageous and eligible, that -it becomes. 
duty not only to God, but even to themſelves, | 
their own- preſent "intereſts and fatisfaction?. 
Shall pleaſure itſelf - loſe its nature, adopt the. 
properties of its dire& contrary, and become irk-: 
{ome and abhorred, only becauſe 'tis twiſted-with. 
Obedience ? Is there {0 perfe& an Antipathy be- 
tween God and them, that 'tis impuſlible they 
ſhould have the ſame objects of delight ? Or.can 
no Joys have any taſte with them, that are-not; 
the cauſes and fore-runners of eternat lorrows?. 
This were ſuch a'degree ofperycrſenels, as cams. 
mon Charity bids me not to expe&t ; and I ſee. 
not. what elle can evacuate: the pleaſure that. at-- 
tends the improvement of this Talent of, Educaz, 
t10N. - | auret | hp arcs 
33. AFTER all this,.-I- foreſee it not, im-/ 
poſſible that ſome may plead.an Exemption from, 
this, Obligation, by affirming they want the. 
ground of it, that they neyer had this Education. 
I am not willing-to fanſie there have been, lo, ma-. 
ny. unjuſt and. unkind Parents as may . vali 
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any; conſiderable number of Geztlemen for. this 
Plea : But to thoſe few that can really. make it, : 
 Iſhallnot think the foregoing Diſcourſe wholly, Vs 
' inpertineat ;. for, 'by ſhewing, them the. Advans, 
'tages of what they ſay they thus want, it, may.in- 
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cite them ( not to murmur at the negligence of 
their Parents, but ) to attempt the repairing of it 
by becoming their own Guardians,putting them- 
ſelves into Diſcipline, and by the fri Laws of 
Reaſon governing and reſtraining thoſe Pafſtons; 
which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 
head, by this means ſupplying to themſelves the 
firſt part of Education: And the like may cer- 
tainly be done for the latter alſo, if they will 
but depoſit that common error, of thinking it 
more manly to be ignorant than to'learn, and be 
content to put themſelves in a courſe of Erudi- 
tion, which a man may do for himſelf in his Clo- 
ſet; as well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple 
1na School ; and though he want many of thoſe 
Advantages the other hath, yet 'tis poſlible they 
> be in a good degree ſupplied by that induſtry 
and deſire, which all thoſe are ſuppoſed to have, 
who are thus their own Pupils ; and there want 
not inſtances of the ſucceſs of them who - have 
thus attempted, but 1 confeſs there are too few 
Examples of the Attempt, men being apt to ſit 
down contentedly under this want ; whereas let 
the ſame perſons have an entailed Eſtate aliena- 
_ tedfrom them by any a& of their Fathers, they | 
are not then ſo tame, but will ftruggle to the ut- 
moſt to' recover their rights. Yet. certainly an 
 Ingenudus Educatioi is as properly the Birth- 
right ofa Gentleman,asany the moſt firmly fetled 
Inherirance can be: Why ſhould they then ac- 
quieſce in that ſo injurious an Alienation,and not 
 feek by all endeavours of their own torretrievs 
thisſo precious a Poſſeſſion ? SECT. 


SECT. V. 


Of the ſecond Advantage, Wealth, 


1, Þ HE ſecond Adyantage weare to cott- 
fider is that of Wealth, which that it 
is a bleſſing will I know readily be af- 


ſented to by all, mens deſires and earneſt pur- 
ſuits after it ſufficiently evidencing the general 
efteem is had of it. Yet though the Concluſion 
be right, it is to be doubted many infer it not 
upon due premiſes, *Tis not Riches ſimpl 
conſidered that are the felicity, much lefs thoſe 
luxuries, to which they are often made to mini- 
ſter ; but they are like to a fertile ground, which 
if left without culture, none bears fo rank Weeds, 
but if rightly husbanded, yields abundant profit ; 
_ and thus to manage and improve them is not only 
the Intereft, but the Duty of all thoſe to whom 
God hath committed them, this being the one 
deſigned Advantage, for which they were in- 
truſted to them. 
. 2. SEVERAL Improvements there are, of 
which they are capable ; but before I proceed to 
them, I muſt mention one part of Duty, as funda- 
mental toall the reſt. And that is the well huf- 
banding of them ; not in a figurative, but real 
ſenſe, the having ſuch a proyident care of thol® _ 
FD E 2 goods _» 
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goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſt 
a Manas may fecure them from that Conſumpti- 
on, to which careleſneſs and floth will infallibly 
betray them. This ſurely 1s obligatory in many 
reſpects. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (1 had almott 
faid civility ) to God,who having diſpenc'd them 
as a liberality, *tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
givethem no regard. Secondly, in Juſtice to a 
mans poſterity: He that has received a fair In- 
heritance from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſu- 
Pine negligence tocut off the Entail, he defrauds 
thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that 7roubler of his own houſe, to whom 
Solomon, Prov.11, 29, afligns no other Inher:- 
zaxce but the Wizd, which. is indeed all ſuch a 
perfon 1s like to derive upon his Iſſue, the com- 
mon air being oftentimes their only Patrimony. 
, Thirdly, in order to all thoſe ends to which 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend on 
this, as Accidents on their Subjects, and fo.are 
all at once evacuated and nulled by the diſlipa- 
ting of that wherein they are founded. All which 
conſiderations do naturally inforce upon men the 
neceflity of a prudent managery. 

3. T HIS being ſuppoled, and the perſon ha- 
'ving, as 1n_ our La Traka is uſual, covenanted 
to ſtandſciſed of the Eſtate, let us now ſee what 
are the proper uſes, to which it is to be limited. 
I N thefirſt place, we may rank that of Con- 
tentednels 1n his portion ;. whichthough toone 
thatis ſet to wreſtle with want it might ſeem a 
*hard precept, yet to him that flows with _ 
93 | | | ance 
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dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult injunttion, if experience:did not teſtifie, - 
that contentment is oftentimes as great a ſtranger 
in Palaces as Cottages. 
. . 4. OF this excellent both virtue and felicity, 
there are two parts ,the one a chearful enjoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently ( I 
ſay not vainly )-ſupport him in that quality | 
wherein he is placed: God does not make Rich 
men ſuch mere Conduit-pipes of Wealth, that 
they muſt paſs all, without retaining any thing. 
themſelves ; but rather like the Earth, which 
though ſhe conveys the ſprings through her -yeins, 
yet is allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may'give 
her a competent refreſhment; and he thar does 
this moderately, and with a thankful refe&ion 
on that1liberal Providence, which thus gzves hi 
| all things richly to-enjoy, 1 Tim9.6.17. fallifies no 
part of his-truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, 
this being,- as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
Place, a Penſion allotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord. | "£12 26 | 
+15. THE other part of contentment is that, 
by which the deſires are. terminated within the 
bounds of hjs own poſleflions, and not ſuffered 
to-range wildly into other mens, like 4habs jnta 
Naboth's Vineyard, uſing their Wealth, as Ang- 
lers. do their':Fiſh, to 'baic Hooks for more, 
by -makiag it an, Inftrument of extorting from 
others ; which is:ſo great-a guilt, that it near- 
ly concerns/them to ſecure themſelves againſt it, 
by a perjec, fatisfaction i1n- what: 1s ; properly 
is == their 
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theirown. Nay, even in what is ſaid, there 1s 
caution to be had, that there be not too eager 
and vehemear endeavours of multiplying it, and 


 hatnot only by an unlawful commixture with 


other mens, which is the fin either of oppreſſion 
or fraud, but even from its own ftock, tor that 
may be covetouſneſs, and is ſurely a dire op- 
poſition to the divine diſpenſation. For when 


_ God hathgiven a man a full fortune, and by thar 


manumitted him from thoſe carkings and fo- 
licitudes to which needier perſons are expoſed, 
for him to make jt his grand buſineſs to pro- 
ject how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, lade himſelf with thick clay, 
Hab.2.6. What is it hut the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 

ath placed him, a voluntary ſale of himſelf to 
the Gallies or Mines ? In this reſpe& therefore \I 
may. not unaptly apply that Exhortation , which 
the Apoſtle makes in another, Gal. 5. x1. Stand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free. Letnot him whom God hath by a graczous 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 


| meaner ſervitude, and vaſfalage to the world, re- 


linquiſh that ſo valuable a priviledge, give uphis 
gar to be bored by «Mammon, when God pro- 
claims a Jubile, Yet*tis poſſible the quality of 


be capable of advancement by 'a moderate 'atid 
gakic Induſtry, ſuch as'may no way divept theta 
from more excellent Imployments, but may ra- , 
thier 'be 2 pecreation' than a toil: And mins 
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caſe Iknow no obligation lies on them 1o to de- 

fie an Improvement, as not to chule a profitable, 

before anexpentive divertiſement, to ſpend thoie 

vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy deſigns and enter- 

tainments. But the perpetual tollicitous pur- 

uit after more wealth, 1s certainly a culpable 

inordinacy, as being inconſiitent with that con- 

tentment and acquieſcence which 1s the duty of 
every man for whom God hath thus lberal- 

ly -provided, and ſuch as will beſides be like- 

ly toundermine another main parc of this obugar 

tion. | | 

6, SUCH wmthe next place we are to ac- 

count the Charitable diſpenſing .of his ſtore, to 

ſupply the indigencies of wantingperſons ; which 

ſurely .1s.to be lookr on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receipts. God, who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 
3snot:to 'be imagined ſo partial, as to provide 
pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in the mean 
time leave others deftiture of the neceflary fup- 
.ports of life; yet if we look no.deeper than. the 
ilible portions cf Poor and Rich, there 15 no 
evidence of the-contrary. But when we examine 
upon xwhat:Conditions-and Provalo's that Abun- 
dance 15-conveyed;, we ſhall have no-temptati- 
on fo to aſperſe-or charge God fooliſhly : Fos 
 #hough we have not diſpenſed fo namediately to. 
the Poor, yet he gives them as-it were Bills of 
Afſtigament, upon the- plenty vof the Rich, a 
right to : be-ſupplied by-chem: ;ſo-chat the _dif- 
+ E 4  - ference 
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ference {cems-ro be only that o& an Elder, and 


| Younger brethren ; the Elder uſually carries the 


bulk of the Eſtate, bur then that 1s charged with 
provilions tor the Younger; and-it the-quantity 
of thoſe be not diftin&tly expreſt, but left in- 
definitely, that A# of Truſt in the Father lays 
the greater obligation on him, not to deceive it 
by too-mean and {canty a diſtribution ; for now 
himſelf is become a Father tothem, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affectionate re- 
lation. And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multitudes of com- 
mands of Charity in the Goſpel, there 1s yet 
none-that expretly.allots' the proportion: of our 
Alms, that by this-a& of confidence, as it were, 
men might be obliged to the higher liberality : 


And he that ſhall make this Incentive to it,' a pre- 


tence to excuſe the want of it, 1s ſure a moſt cri- 
minous perverter of the divine intentiqn, trea- 
cherouſly countermining Gods facred arts; as 1f 
'twere not enough to rebel; unleſs in a further 
contempt he affaulted him-with his own weapons. 
Certainly God never deſigned Lazarms.s: portion 
ſhould be made up only of the Crambs from the 
Table : For though indeed Div?s is taxed that he 
gave him not them, yet. if he had, ſuch a dole 
would fore never have-refcued him front the 
place of torment.” He whorefts in a Rich-mans 
boſom in Heaven, is-to have ſome proportiona- 


ble'treatment from thoſe.on Earth, ſome more 
hoſpitable: reception than a lying at 'the o_ 


(5) 


PP —— — G 4 TEA WP. rn RITES EO Org Doe +14 : - 
: +} F Py , — 
” - 
Sea. V.:.:.-. Advantage of Wealth. | 
s 7? + . « 4 ; 


tw aw {TDs pes 


SOOT RN EY OTE Th 
"SEELES avs TO oF 
3 RSS 8 "= 

= Lt, © £5 I 

” G——_- 3-8 
_ « $4 

57 ” 

2 


ſome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores; and thoſe that refuſe it him, muſt be pre- 
ſumed to contern not only the Laz4rw, but 
the Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives 
him, ſince that which qualifies him for an admit- 
tance there,is not able to recommend him to their 


| - eaſt regard. 


7. I SHALL not attempt to proportion 
mens: Charities, ſince God hath not ; yet there 
are ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking fide, that they fall not to too - 
ſcandalous a lowneſs ; which having been done 
already by a * better Pen, I ſhallre- , 0, 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe monds Pradti- 
yet leave mens Compaſſions full <! Excchilm. 
1cope to grow upto what greater height Gods 
grace and mens exigencies thall advance them 


And furely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch, that 
1t will become every Rich man not only to rifle 


his Coffers, pour out whatſoever his ſuperflui- 
ties have there amaſſed, but allo to .defalk much 
of his own accuſtomed enjoyments, cauſe the Ra- 
ſor to paſs even upan his whole Equipage, to cut 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may-run the fuller in that one 
channel which God's providence thus cuts out for. 

it. Whether this may not be a proper ſeaſon for - 


 1t, I leaveevery conſidering perſon -to judge. At 


the preſent -I ſhall beſeech every man, to whom - 
God: hath given: Wealth, ſadly to ponder how 
ſcandalous a thing jt will be for -him- who has 
been the Object of ſo-great Bounty, to decline 
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the being an Agent in any ; to diſcover humſelfto 
have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidit ſuch 
an influence of the commodities; and to defie the 
Example of that Liberality, by whoſe effects he 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 
1t alſo, how dreadful a guilt ( and conſequently 
vengeance ) he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this ſo main end of his receipts. - It is in- 
deed a complication of many crimes. not: only 
againſt Man but God alſo : 1 ſhall anftance 'only 
4n two, moſt generally decried.and yetmoſt.emi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulneſs, and 
Fallenels. 5 rf yas 

8. GOD 1inhis wiſdom diſcerning that Equa- 
ity -of Conditions would breed contution in the 
World, has ordered feverabftates, defign'd ſome 
to Poverty, /others to Riches; -only annexing to 
the rich the care of the Poor ; yet that rather 
AS an advantage, thana burden, a ſeed of more 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of men, -thole on whom he hath 
cauſed the better lot to fall, :can owe it-to no- 
thing but his gracious diſpoſal; and therefore 
had-been certainly obliged to ſubmit-to any the 
moſt difficult tasks he ſhould have diſpenſed with 
it. But now that in his greatiadulgence he has 
ſo'itempered the command, : as to render at not an 
allay, but an enhancement'ofthe mercy, he that 
ru it only aibare/ taſtleſs-compliance,”: betrays 
himſelf to want ajuſt ſenſe of ir ; butthe that flat- 
ly reſiſts it, 'is in- the moſt tranſcendent degree 
 barbarouſly ingrate. Nay,/I think Imight res | 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice; for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
fiſt his duty and intereſt together ? / 

9. NOR is this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſneſs : Every rich man is, as I 1aid be- 
fore,” God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Fanuly, 
fuch are the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſufferieither his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteſtable falſeneſs can be committed, not only 
in reſpe& of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abules? Many 
other enormities there are in Uncharitableneſs, 
which as ſomany:misſhapen limbs concur to the 
making up thisideformed Monfter ; but 1 ſhall 
fuppoſe :it ſufficient to have pointed out theſe 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary to 
ingenuity, 1 muſthope will carry a very averting 
gppearance to'thofe who ſo eſpeciallypretend to 
that quality. 

- T0, TO thispoſitivepart of duty, the being 
rich in-good works, 'wefind the Apoſtle connects a 
negative, 1 Tim,6, 17, Charge them that be rich 
#n this world that they be net high-minded, nor truſt 


#n'uncertain'riches, fAnd'weineed not reſort toim- 


plicite faith in the Author, toperſwade us of the 
great-proprietyiant fitneſs of theſe cautions ; *tis 
rod evident that Pride and Confidence are diſea- 
ſes thatuſually'breed in full and opulent fortunes, 
and-asthey ſpring from-che ſame root, lo dothey, 

hke neighbouring branches, -mutually _ 
| Oe. All 
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and ſupport one another. He that is high-mind- 


dence, and therefore gladly anchors. on any thing 
Hecan call his own; and thinking his wealth 
molt properly ſo, he has as great an aptnels,. as 
holy Feb expreſſes an averſion, to make gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold, Thou art my confi- 

dence, Job 31.24, On the other ſide, he that 

truſts in his Wealth, 1s by that fortified in his 

pride. It is 4riſtozle's oblervation, that wealth 

makes contumelions and infolent ; which I pre- 

fume he infers nor. only from experience, .but 

reaſon alſo.; tor- the -ground-work: of humility 

being the ſenſe of impotence and defect, he that 
afſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermines that foun- 
dation, and in ftead' of it lays -the - Baſis of the 
quite contrary temper, all haughtineſs and elatr- 
on of mind. ' A memorable example of this we 
have in the infolent refletions. of Nebuchadpez- 

zar, an. 4.30. which had withal ſo diſmal a 

conſequent, as, methinks, ſhould like Let's wife 

remain a perpetual monument to deter athers 

from all approaches towards the like vanity, 

11. AND certainly it is a moſt important 
concernment of rich'\-men, to: fence themſelves 
againit this double temptation ; .to which purpoſe 
- they can hardly find a more complete armour, 
than what they may borrow from.one-ſhort ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle, 'x Gor. 4.7, What, baſt thou 
that thuu haſt not received? Let them look on 
themſelves as mere Receivers, and then with 
what pretence can they pride theraſelyes in that 
VS = 3. 
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ed, abhors the ſubmiſſion of any foreign depen- . | 
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wherein they are barely paſſive? Nay indeed if it 
be throughly ſcann'd, theſe Receits imply cauſe 
rather of thame than boaſting ; the being filled 
from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument ( and ta- 
cit Reproach ) of anatural and original empti- 
neſs; and if God have dealt 1o liberally with 
them, they may collect 'tis in compliance not 
with their merits, but 1infirmities ; his having 
made them rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw 
them not prepared to be1nnocentiy poor :- And 
ſure Pride muſt be a ſubtile. Alchymilr, that can 
hence extra&t matter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perſwaded the Fews-to glory 
in thoſe Indulgences, which were granted them 
only for the hardneſs of their hearts. 

12, I N like manner if they refle& on their 
riches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fit obje& of Truſt. Forif they were given, they 
may alſo be taken away. We hold all by thar 
old tenure, which the Lawyers ſtyle 4/dinm, be- 
cauſe it is from none but God: and his gifts ( of - 
this kind at leaſt ) are never ſo abſolute, as to ex- 
clude power of revocation. He then that enjoys 


' athing not upon right but bounty, mutt ask his 


benefatot how far he is to preſume on it. - And 
if they would do fo-in this caſe, they would ſoon 
be reſolved how little confidence were to be re- 
poſed in wealth. They may hear God the great 


:Patron tell. them by . Solomon, that riches make 


Fhemſetves wings, and fly away as an kagle, Prov.2.3.. 
5, by Chriſt: that the Treaſures which they lay up 


-here are liabletothe Meth, and Raſt, and Thicues;; | 
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and by the Apoſtle, that they are axcertain riches. 
Nay indeed, if they would but ask themſelves, 
their own daily experience and obſervation, that 
would bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day al- 
moſt gives ſome renewed inftance of it. What 
multitudes of accidents are there to which mens 
goods are liable? A rough Wind, a tempeſtu- 
ous Sea ſinks at once the Merchant and his Ship ; 
an 11} ſeaſon, an hungry ſoil eats out the Hus- 


 bandman: and they who run not either of theſe 


hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor the 


earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. And 


can there any ſecurity be fanci'd 1n that wealth, 
which is thus a prey to each element fingle, and 
yet more often to them united in man, to whoſe 
trauds or violences more have owed their impo- 
veriſhing, than to any of the former accidents ? 
And now what greater infatuation can there be, 
than to place a truſt on that which is ſo flitting 
and unſteady, to lean on a broken reed, or in 
Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones eyes upon that which is 
ot ? ; 


13. BUT if by an impoſlible fappoſition, 


we ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, as 


_ are indeed tranſitory: yet unleſs they had as 
well Strexgth as conſtancy, they could with no 
reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays by his 
friend to the laſt minute, if he have no power to 
aſſiſt him, is only a ſpeRator, not a reliever. of . . 
his ſufferings. And alas, how many miſeries are 


men ſubje& to,in which wealth can grvethem no 


aid! Is a man affliged inhis body with pain? The 
F; Indies 
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eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted. in. his 
Name with reproach? Tis not whole Izgors of 
gold that will ſtop the mouth of Fame: nay of- 
tentimes the obloquy is. itſelf merely the proge- 
ny of his wealth, that breeding envy, andenvy 
detraction. But if the ſore lye yet decper,if it be 
the Sou! that ſuffers, that is yer farther removed 
from poſſibility of reliefthis way. If it ſuffer as 
a {lave under the dominion. of fin, no treaſure 


. can redeem from that vaſſalage. Wealth does 


indeed too often by. adminittring temptation 
ſtrengthen : thoſe chains, but it cannot. break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number of 
ſuch rich bondmen. Tt it groan under the guilt 


- of fin, -labour under the terrors of an acculing 


Conſcience, alas! gold is no balm to a wounded 
ſpirit : the luxuries which that' has ſupported 
may help to pterce, but it has no power to heal. 
Or laſtly, if the ſoul Hall finally under the pu- 
niſhment of ſin, there'ts nocommuting that pe- 
nance, buying off that ſmart ;: Riches abuſed 
may indeed {well the accompt, and multiply the 


ftripes, but they can never bribe. the remuſhon of 


any. The Wie-man hath afſured usthis; Prow: 
I1.4. Riches profit not inthe day of wrath.' Nor 
does this carry-any oppolition to the: counſel of 
our Saviour, Luke 16.9. of making friends of the 
Mammon of #nrighteouſneſs :.. for he refers not 


_ there to. any natural'or ' inherent. property of 


riches, but only to that:extrinſick and accidental 
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to what was: faid before of the #njuſt Steward, 
Whoſe dextrous managery was it that rendred _ 
. his Lords debts fo uſeful to him ; not: that they 
_ - had any proper innate vertue'to ſecure him from 


the necelſlity either of begging or digging. And 
therefore _ regoirkc Arid an, 545 An- 

. nunciative, but an Exhortatory ſtyle: he :tells 

, us notthat eMammonſhalll make us friends, but. 

- ECxXcCcites us to make thatour own care, and by a 
prudent diſpoſure to make'it_ſubſervient'to an 
end above its native efficacy. But allthis is ſure 
yery reconcileable with that natural impotency 
we have obſerved in it. Wealth charitably dit- 

. poſed may-have excellent effe&s, but. yet thoſe 
are tobe aſcribedto the charity, not the wealth, 
which ſtill remains in its owneflence theſame un- 
acivelump inthe Cheſt, that it was in the Mine, -. 
like the heathen Deities, unable-'to protect its 
moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further inſtance 
whereof I may add that which will ſound very 
like a riddle, that riches cannot delivereven from 
preſent Want: which yet is demonſtrably- true 
1n all thoſe rich Miſers, whoſe bellies are lank; 
while their coffers are full ; a ſort of 'Tantalized 
creatures, not peculiar only-to this latter age, 
for we find them deſcribed by Solomon, _—_ 
6.2. A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth | 
and honour, ſo that he wanteth _ for this ſoul 
of all that he deſireth,. yet God giveth him not power 
Fo eat thereof. Sountignificant a thing is wealth, 
that withour the addition of a new power, -it en- 
ables him not to receive the leaſt benefit from it. 

14. WHEN 
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dence, fince it appears ſo utterly unable to ſecure . 
men in their moſt important intereſts, nay to do 
that which it moſt immediately-and moſt colour: 
ably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
that ſad defeat of being diſappointedin his truſts, 
failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look out for 


| ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But alas? 


our ſoil affords it not ; all here below was long 
ſince pronounced by one that wanted neither 
wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 


Mutations and viciſſitudes attend all ſublunary 


things, that he that attempts to ere&t any du-, 
rable ſatisfaction on them; outdoes the folly of 
that abſurd archite& Chriſt mentions, and 
builds not on the ſad, but water : and 1n this 
ſenſe the world is ſtill under a deluge; not fo 
a—_ dry ground, as where a dove may reſt her 
oor. k 
I5..-WE are thendriven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the 4rk to ſhelter our 


ſelves under his wings, where alone we may ſe- 


curely reſt, and according to the advice which 


the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, to 7ruſt ir 


the living God. ' And todo this amidſt all the ſe- 
ducements of Wealth, to ſee through. all thoſe 
miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe, and whilſt 
they enjoy thegift, to contide only in the Giver, 
is indiſpenſably the-duty,. and ſhould be the _ ; 
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of every one, to whom S. Paul dire&ts this charge, 
All that are rich inthis world. | 


16. AND ſuchia the laſt place are to take, 
notice of another branch of their obligation, and. 
that is to uſe that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them, towards the exerciſe of Temperance :. 
which indeed can never be known to be trulyluchs 
bat when there are opportunities and temptati- 
ons to the contrary. He that hath nothing. 
wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves 1t doubtful. 
both to others and himſelf, whether his Abſtinen-.. 
ces be the effects of Poverty or Temper ; but he: 
that has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits 
it not to kindle,- he approves his Sobriety to be 
indeed his Choice, not his fate. And this 1s a: 
moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth : and 
though 'tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room in 
moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the greateſt of 
all thoſe, which refle& only upon the perſon. 
himſelf. This reſiſting of Temptations is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pre- 
tend to Honour, fit todenominate a Gallant map. 
I with thoſe who ſeek that reputation by many 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures,: would here 
entertain their youthful Ardours;, this being. a 
Field where they may be aſſured never to. want 
Combatants.. One while Gluttoxy preſents it lelt, 
armed with the allurements of a full and:delicate 
Table: and though one would think: him but 's 
deipicable Afﬀailant, that has only . the Kitchin 
for his armory, yet experience..ſhews; us, thoſe; 
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_ edgeleſs weapons mayvie with the keeneſt for rhe 
mortalneſs of their effe&ts. Ar another time 
Drunkenneſs ſends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor,. cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace of infaury to him, who thall 
own ſo much religious cowardilie, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Luft attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean time ride, the moſt lie and trea- 
cherous of all the reſt, is perpetually laying am- 

_ buſhesfor him in the adorations of his Flatrerers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Exceſfles.' And now what Kight-trrand 
would wiſh for more Encounters? Or why 

| ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whulſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops of enemies 

to bid them daily defiance? *Tis, they ſay, a 
Maxime among the Swordmen, That he that bas ' 
once been baffled, is ever after an incompetent Chal- 
tenger: Iwihit might havethis one ſober appli- 
cation, that men would ſuſpend all other Dzels; 
till they have righted themſelves on their Vices, 
and by ſome ſignal Conqueſts redeemed them- 

ſelves from that obloquie and defamation, which 
theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries have ex- 

poſed them to. __ | | 
17, HAVING ſhewed what Uſes are duly 
tobe made of Wealth, let us now look back, arid 
conſider whether any -of them be ordinarily dif 
cernible 1n Pra#ice, And here we ſhall meer 
with one ſort of men, who tumble at the uh 
"x P23 - - rhrethole 
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_ threſhold, that fail in that firft part of duty,*on 
which all thereft depend: T mean thoſe who by a 
ſupine negligence ſuffer their Efares to moulder 
. andconſume infſenfibly, for want of an eafie in- 
. ſpection and overſight. - Of ſuch as theſe former 
ges. have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the 
preſent alſo, though the number of the luxuri- 
ous waſters do now ſo overwhelm them,that they 
are the leſs diſcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the effe@t only of ſloth, yet certainly there 
are other concurrents 'toit, generally thele two: 
firſt ſuch an overweening of their wealth, that 
they think it inexhauſtible; and ſecondly an opi- 
. nion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing for a 
Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of looking 
after his fortune. The motives are too ridicu- 
lous to deſerve a confutation ; but in the mean 
time it cannot but extort pity, to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain whimſies. And what tole- 
rable account can ſuch a Parent give to his beg- 
cer'd Off-ſpring, to whom *tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and ſloth .'which made. the 
meer managery of an Eſtate too hard for him, 
and yet withal bequeaths them the ſadder toil of 
getting one ? Nay, what account can he give to 
God, from whom he received it, in order to ſeve- 
ral ends, if he thus at once defeat them, all? 
'Twas a Command to the Fews, that they ſhould 
. pot cat down Fruit-trees, though it were for ſone- 
ceſlary an uſe as #o advance a Siege, Dent. 20. 19, 

But this is the hewing down that Stock," from 
which ſo- much good Fruit ſhould ſpring; _ 
; tnat 
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that without any pretence either of neceſſity or 
reaſon.” : 
18, OUR next view will preſent us with a#- | 
ther ſort of perſon, who as much tranigrefles the 
duty of contentedneſs un both the parts of it. 
'Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath at- 
forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 
themſelves that of the poor ; ſo letting their eye. 
be evil even to themſelves, becauſe Goa's is good, 
The Egyptians were ſuch jealous Reverers of thoſe 
Creatures which they wofſhipp'd, that he that. 
violated them was in dazger of ſtoning, Exod. 8, 
26. Sotheſe men who have ſetup their Wealth. 
for their God, pay it ſo much veneration, that as 
they are impatient to have it invaded by others, 
ſo they are afraid to offer the leaſt violence to it. 
themſelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive 
their adorations, and it 15 now become Sacriledge 
( indeed the only one they ſcruple ) to debale it to 
the ſupply of their neceſſities. They are ſtrange 
auſterities which the Yoraries of this Deity will 
endure, even beyond the mortifications of. the. 
moſt rigid Aſcetice, Their whole lives are a per- 
petual contradjion to. all the appetites of Na-- 
ture ; yet alas! that infers here no compliance 
with thoſe of Grace,. but as if they meant to ſet. 
up a Third party in the world, they equally:op- 
pole theſe. - And now. he that thus opprefles him+ 
ſelf, no wonder if hedo-the like to others, if he 
extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 
wring from any. And that this wprk may not be 
retarded, he is proyided o variety of inſt wo 
m OOT POT "+ - 
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for it, Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a legal 
colour to rob his neighbour. Or if a Witnefs 
+, Pprovea better peaxz-worth than the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall-do the buſinels. © Sometimes Extor- 
tion ſhall prey upon a- needy Creditor, and that 
- notonly with the {ſower gnawings of a Canker, 
bur+with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack 1s brought- out, 
and a 'por Tenant faſtned oft it, and there ſo 
ftrained and* diſtorted, that he can' never knit 
284: 10 any competent ſubſiſtence.” 'Sometirnes 
again a pcor neighbouring Prodigal ſhall be ſpur- 
red on to farther riot; ' ted with money, that fo 
by @ forfeited « Mortgage he may: ſeile on his 
Eſtate. * Ina word, *twere endlels to reckon - up 
all the engines of rapinewhich this greedy Invader 
hath in his magazine. © And of fuch a one pre- 
ſume every manwill pronounce, that he notori- 
oully violates the precept of Contentednefs. 
-:79. BU T though this be the groffeſt, yet- is 
henvt the only Tranſgrefſor. © There 1s allo a+ 
other more plauſible fort, who though they do 
not thirs ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at- other 
mens coſts, yet: do'it too much at their own * 
whoſe Brains are'meer forges of Projects, perpe- 
tually hammering out fome new Contrivance for 
gain that contmually travel in. birth of ſome 
freſh Improvement; ſuffer "all 'the- pangs and 
throws of a carking ſolicitude'inpurfait of it. - F 
know this piece of Coverouſueſs hath better luck 
than the reit, and paſſes for a creditable thing, 
under rhe ſpecioas name of good -husbandy ; - 
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ſure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can: that guilt be invaded by thoſe | 
that ſay, they ſeek ro advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Miſlers deſign of hoarding up, but 

-out of the more generous purpoſe of living more 

tplendidly.' For ſure he that. covets more to 

ſpend, is as-little contented 1n his portion, as 

he that covets more to lay up: he that thinks 

ths Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, 1s 

as far from being ſatisfed, as he that thinks his 

Jand too little, his bag too empty. So that 

'tis apptent rheſe arrows come out -of the 

fame quiver, though they be ſhor at ſeveral 

marks. | | 

26. AND between both theſe motives of 

oriping.no wonder it the Dnty of Alms-gi04+g be 

crouded into 2 very narrow compats. That ex- 

cellent vertue 'of Charity has indeed much 'of 
the'Image and impreſs of Chr/f upon it : but the. 
Woerld has given it a further kind of canformity 

with him than he ever deſign'd, its crucifixion 

between Covetoulneſs and Luxury, being the 

counterpart of his hangizs between th? Thieves, 
There wants.only one member of the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of theſe « Malefattors, which 

God' knows our: Soldiers, nay many Armies of 
them'have not been able to do. The many in- 
ſtances theſe times have given of the ſudden dy 
fiparion-of mens Idolized heaps, have nor yet'fa 
difciplir'd the -Worldling, as to perſwade him 
to lay wp hic treaſure in heaven; And the loud calls 
OY. + T4 gf 
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of Gad to weeping and mourning and girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſterouſly been Eccho- 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 


' and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe. the judgments of Gad, are very unlike- 


Iy to compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and I 
= there are many who thus anſwer the cha- 
xacer of the unjuſt; Fudge, Luk. 18. that neither 
fear God nor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
1n inexorableneſs of temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by importurity; but ſo petrified are 
the.e mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
can diflolve them. *Tis a much cafger task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
It out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though the hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſure, 
*is acceſſible to the induſtry of .any that will 
ſearch for 1t: but he like an 4rgws itands Cen- 
tinel about his, and ſounds an alaxm upon the 
remotelſt appearance of a poor ſupplignt. With 


_ what jealouſie does he.eye any that he can but 
fancy to come upon that upgrateſul errand, and 
. then how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault } 


Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have ſo ſlept at once, that he happen to be ſur- 
priſed, yet he has ſomany weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by it, but: the 
ſhame. of an open repulſe, being ſure to find 
him impregnable. As for the Voluptuary, he hag 
ſo many expenſive luſts to maintain, that he has 
difficuiry enough how to gratifie all them in the 
diſtribution of his —_ : they are competir 
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tors to each other, - yet joyn to keep out | that 
which would be a common one to them all. He 
> BU that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
; wealth, yet thinksan Alms will undo him. *Tis 
; the grand buſineſs of his life to contrive wayes of 
 *»}| © expenſe: -yet when any object of charity preſents 
one, he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like the 
7 Sexſitive -plaxt ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
yulſion had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
forgot upon. what terms their wealth was given 
them, and thereby like miſerable Chymitſts, ex- 
tract Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curle out of a 
Blefſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervient tothat Compaſſion which he has im- 
planted in humane nature : but now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
Rich men look upon poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein they 
were perfe&tly unconcerned. *'Tis Strada's fan- 
cy, that there is ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſame Loadſtone, that 
«i < per ſors at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent # 
"0 #heir motion maintain 4 wh rang I ſhal 
not undertake for the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks 'tis matter of reproachto 
us, that-theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
ſo much obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a conjecture, whilſt men who have ſo 
many undoubted pringiples of union. both from 
nature and grace, have quite, extinguiſhed all ef- 
fects of them, That tgo. many have o,, as 
4 x 4 : L a 2-7 4 #584 EE <a tns « a ad. : ne $S 
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needs no nother evidence than the many' unſic- 
cour'd extremities of the Poor. For how elſe 
can it become poſſible, that one rank of men. 
ſhould gluttonize, 'and another ſtarve? That he 
that thinks 1t death to endure either the want or 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conſider 
what are 'the gripings of the ſtill empry ſto- 
mach? © That he ſhould without all'regret ſee 
his own humane nature Ppining and languiſhing 
in the perion of his poor brother,  whileſt in 
himſelf *ris oppreſt with the quite” contrary ex- 
cefles, and might be relieved in both by amore 
equal diſtribution f wt 4 
'2r, AND now whocan ſufficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay,or rather the in- 
humanity of the Rich ! This ſurely is' the ſadder 
ſpectacle of the two: the' one only ſuffers, the 
other ſins. And that ſuffering too may*end in 
eternal refreſhments, whereas the other in end- 
ks torment. Lazarm reſts in Abrahams bo- 
fome; wheyi the uncharitable Glatron fries m- per- 
ual fames, And oh that this were through- 
Iy weighed, that they would confider that every 
degree of unmercifulneſs' they ſhew to others, 
reverts with arebounded force upon themſelves! 


' Alas, tis not fo much the poor mans body, as 


their own ſouls, that ſue For rheir' alms. And 
whenever they ſhut up their bowels of 'compaſ- 


 fion fromthe one, what dothey but opeayeav ra- 


k Ga, fexl np Gods ftore-hinſes and treafiiries from 
the other * When they deny the erams from their 
zable; they deny themidves'« drop of water to cool 
their toxgues, ng "7 | 22,BUT 
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-. 22, BUT I fear this of Iliberality may paſs 
for-a moderate crime in this Age, when fo many 
are guilty of another ſo far tranſcending it. For 
do we notſee divers, who inſtead of abating their 
Exceſles'to relieve the: Poor, do z4intain their 
Riot upon them ? If the deſperate Debrs of poor 
Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt -not this 
would appear a fad ' trath. *Tis: become ſo 
faſhionable a thing toirun into Scores, and ſoun- - 
faſhionable to pay them, that heis ſcarce thought 
well-bred, - that has not bankrupted one at leaſt 
of each Trade he dealswith. Their only care 1s 
to get credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they 
truſt ſtoutly ſhall have fair words, bur if once 
their faith fail, rhen, asf the So/fiazan doctrine 
had ftrexecht it felf into Traffick. as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
folicitoufly avoided- as the Separatiſff{huns a per- 
ſor whom. he is pleaſed tocall carnal. Poſterns 
and obſcare-paſſages are contrived, on purpoſe 
to eſcape''them ; fo that a'poor Creditour muſt 
give many' days, nay moneths attendances, be- 


fore he can {© ſurpriſe a Gertiemaen, as to come 


but to ask his own ; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, is ſome empty: promiſes to 
bribe'a delay. But ſfometumes he fares much 
worſe, andas if 'twerea''crime not to ſtarve fi- 
lently, he 'is-reviked- and reproached and harſty - 

and contamelions language become his only pay- 
ment. ''It' has beenreceivedas a Maxim, That we 
are all kind tv our owns creatures: But this cale' 
ſhews tis nouniverſal rule; for thoſe who n_ 
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make poor men, are of alt others the moſt bar- 
barous tothem in' their poverty. But let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle off their reckonings with. men, 
remember that there will come a day, when they 
thall not be able to decline their Accompt to 
God. And with what horrour and . contuſion 
mulſt they appear at that Audit, when they ſhall 
be charged not only with the miſpending their 
own eltates, but other -mens, the having added- 
' robbery tounmercitulneſs? fn 
23. IF in the next/place we ſhall refle& on 
the Apoſtles caution of zot being high-minded or 
rruſtizz in wacertain riches, we muſt turn to our 
| Bibles to be ſatisfied there. was ever any ſuch: 
charge given, there is ſo little of it to be read in- 
mens practices. Hunvlity is a plant, that is 
carefully weeded . out of all rich grounds, ac-- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Freaſon attaints the bloud, and forteits Nobili- 
ty. Gentlemen, though they are for the moſt 
part very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the A/i-g twice a week, do yet tranſcribe the 
worſe part of his copy,. the thinking they are ot 
Lke other men, and believe it a juſtice they owe 
their birth to doſo. They have mounted them- 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from thoſe Pina- 
cles of Honour, all below ſeem little and con- 
_ temptible, creeping things of the Earth, Worms 
and no Men.' 1 am not ſo tor confounding of Qua- 
| kties, as/to exact they ſhould chuſe their Intj-- 
mates and Companions-out of the loweft rank. 
I know Prudence as well. as Pride has drawn 2 
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Partitioa-wall between them(though perhaps the 
latter has raiſed it to an: unneceſſary height } 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, that as the 


' Precept of Not eating Blowd was defigned not 


for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, fo 
that juſt-diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, 1s valuable only 


as a fence againſt baſe and ignoble practices; true. 


oreatneſs. conſiſting 1n deſpiſing not the perſons, 
but the vices of the vulgar. Yet here alas! the 


' ſcene 1s quite changed,” and many who look the 


moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, will yet mix free- 
ly with the other; and whule they ſoar the 
higheſt in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do 
yet ſtoop to the fordid beſtialities of the moſt 
abje&t of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
ſometimes make many of them deſcend even from 
their punctilioes, and thoſe who at another 
meeting muſt have lookt for no other treatment 
but what St. Fames deſcribes, Fam. 2. 3. Stand 
thou there, or ſit here under my foot-ſtool, ſhall in 


the rounds of good fellowſhip be equal with the 


beſt : ſuch a Leveller is Debauchery, that it takes 
off all diſtintions. But in the mean time how 
great.a ſhame is. it, that; ſuch vicious motives 
ſhall have force enough.to-make them thus de- 


grade themſelves, when all the Engagements of 
Chriſtianity are not able todo that whichis much -. 


leſs, to abate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe 
{ſwelling conceits of their -own-greatneſs,or ( in 


the Pſal»ift's phraſe.) to make them 4ow chem- 


ſetves to be but Mep, 
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24. NOR has the ther branch of the can- 
tion any better ſucceſs among them. *'Tis 1n 
many of them too diſcernible, that they place 
that Truft in uncertain Riches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the living God, ſo making his 
Gifts his Rivals, and raiſing him a Competitor 
_ evenof his own Bounty. © For this we need no 
' other waysof probation, than only to examine, 
whither it 1s, that in any caſe of dithiculty or 
diſtreſs they make their earlieſt and moſt 1mpor- 
tunate addrefles, for there we may conclude them 
ro fix the greateſt confidence. And I fear 'tis 
roo apparent, that where wealth makes but ay 
the ſlighteſt pretences, promiſes the leaſt aid, 
though but remote, and at the ſecond hand, it 
has moſt of their applications. Thus in caſe of 
Diſeaſe, they whole plenty enables them for the 
coſtlier methods of cure, 1s not their firſt reſort 
thither ? do not their Fees flie faſter than their 
Prayers? and are they not much haſtier to 1n- 
vite the Phyſician than the Divine? Nay, 1n- 
deed the latter is ſcarce ever admitted, till the 
former have forſaken them ; a ſhrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built. Soagain in 
any diſaſtrous event, the firſt Eſſay is wherher 
Money will heal the Wonnd. He that is un- 
der the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſeeks: to 'ap- 
peaſe by Preſents, or buys the friezdfbip of a 
Blaſtrs, As 12,20, tomediate for him. He that 
is brought before a Tribunal, endeavours with 
the ſame golden Engine to draw off his Profe- 
cutor, to bend and incline his Judge, He whoſe 

| Wealth 
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' Wealth makes him purſued as a deſirable Prey, 


1 expects his lafety even from that which is the 
e original of his danger ;. and as if like a Scorpion it 
J alone could cure. its own'fting, tries whether a: 
S part will ſecure the whole. And in the mean. 
r time no attempt is made to call in God to. their 


re(cue.;. as if he were an idle unconcern'd Specta- 


2 : ing 
, tor of humane affairs, or ſo inconliderable an 
C Ally, as not to be worth the care of engagin 


him on their ſide. Nay even in their::laſt an 
dreadfulleſt danger, many ſeem not to quit their 
dependence on their Wealth ; ſome Teſtamentary 
Charities muſt then da wonders for rhem, and 
paſs for. all thoſe Fruits of Repentance, which 
ſhould ſecure, them from the Wrath to come. 
Even thoſe that have drunk the bloud of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into 
their Eſtates, think by drlgorging tome ſmall 
part of it ( which perhaps lies crude, not yet (o 
digeſted ) ina Legacy, to eaſc their conſciences: 
ſo adapting their Reftitutions to their: Rapines, 
only in this one reſpe&, that thoſe. as. well as 
theſe are of anather mans goods ; they never com- 
mencing till death. hath gdifſeized them ot all pro- 
priety, as-if-the Iiquity of. the Fathers were in 
this ſenſe to- be CE the Children. , Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port,. to-con- 
vey them to. 4brahaws's bolom, and by thus. ca- 
joling the: Poor at parting, they truſt-10. extin- 
guth the clamgurs of all former opprefiogs and 
in ſpight of Solon will hope; : that. Riches ſhall 
Profit in the day. of wrath; : It will nat here be 
| a 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objeds' of 
Truſt they have, which divert . them from that 
one, to which the Apoſtle directs them. It may 
ſuffice in general to ſay, that none can be ſup- 
poſed indeed fo truſt on the living God, but 
thoſe who by ſincere piety qualifie themſelves for 
his prote&ion ; according to which meaſure 'tis 
to be feared many even of the faireſt pretenders 
will be excluded. | ; 
25. I F now weproceed to the /af part of the 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, we. 
may without an Azgvr divine the return of that 
Inqueſt. For it having formerly appeared, that 
they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow in Cha-. 
rity,to make the fuller current for their Luxury, 
tis viſible they are far from deſigning any ſelt- 
denial. Bur if that inference were not proof 
enough of it, they daily give us ocular demon- 
ſtrations: What ſtudious proviſions do they 
make for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof? Rom. 
I 3. 14, Nature affords not Meat delicate enough 
for their palats; it muſt be adulterated with t 
| coftly mixtures of Art, beforeit can become Ger- 
zile nouriſhment. And in this they are arrived to 
ſuch a niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very 
myſterious Trade; the Kitchin has almoſt as 
many Intricacies as the Schools. ' And the quan- 
tity of their Meat is not leſs extravagant than 
the kind; One that did bit examine their Bzls 
of Fare, would ' think the Dogs.appetite were 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe among them, if he did 
not conſider they had Eyes to be fed as well as 
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Bellies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform, as not 


_ tohave their Drink bear a full proportion with 


their Meat; and 'twere well if it did no -more., 
that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there might be at leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſes in their Debauches ; where- 
as now many perſons allow themſelves no 
longer Intermifſions than may juſt qualitie them | 
for a new Exceſs; recover their wits only fo 
far, as may put them in capacity of lofing them 
again. 

| > BU T beſides theſe, there is aother ſort 
of” proviſion for the fleſh, of which they are no leſs 
folicitous, -and which many buy in at very dear 
rites. The embraces of a Wite are as nauſeous 
to them, as Marra to the Iſraelites, *Tis Yarie- 
ty they hunt after; and ſo they might have the 
Tark's Seraglio, they would not ſtick to take his 


 eMahometaniſm withal. Nay it that were as 


agreeable to their Reaſon to belieye, as to their 
inclinations to 1mbrace, they would certainly 
reckon it a con{iderable part of the prize, as that 
which to the preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a libe- 
ral reverſion of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would 
think they had madea very commodious Bargain, 
to have ſo exchanged the Chriſtians preſent pu- 
rity, and future Heaven. 12. 
27. T O all theſe Exceſles, that of their 2p- 


| parel does perfectly correſpond : ſo much coſt, -10 


much bufineſs goes to it, that one may almoſt as 
cheaply and eafily rig out a Ship, as ſer our @ 
Geptleman in his compleat Equipage. How 

| | many 
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many Artificers go there tothe piecing himup! ' 
He that ſhould aſſign him one to each Limb, 
would much contract the number, which is un- 
deed {o great, that if it were computed 'twould 

be found it conſtituted moſt of the Trades in a 
Common-wealth. - A ftrange diſproportion, that 
the Little World ſhould ſo much outvie the 
— Greater: and a lively inſtance it is of the multi- 
/ plying faculty of Vanity, that can improve Na- 
/ _ rures ſimple neceſflity of covering, to ſuch an 
exorbitant exceſs, and has nurft up the firſt Fig- 
leaves to ſuch a luxuriant growth, that the Her- 
cinian Oaks, which Mela tells ſuch wonders of, 
are but a kind of Pigmy-plant to them that thus 
overſpread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown tq ſhadow and darken Reaſon 
itſelf, ſocreating a Mora/ nakedneſs, whilſt they 
hide a Natural. | 
28.'TO all thereſt we may add their Sports 
and Recreations, the expenſivene(s whereof is no 
way interiour to all the former. Gaming, like 
a Quick-ſand, ſwallows up a man in a moment ; 
and how many ſuch Wrecks have thele latter 
Ages produced ? Hawkes, and Hounds,and Horſes, 
cc. are lomewhat ſlower devourers, yet as they 
are managed by ſome,. tend much to the ſame 
end : ſo that methinks ſuch men ſeem-ro make 
the fame menace to their Eſtates, which Goliah 
didto David, 1 Sam. 17.44. I will give thee to 
te fowls of the air, and tothe beaſts of the field, 
S ich vaſt numbers of them they have, and thoſe 
k-pt with ſuch niceneſs and curiolity, as if eney 
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had a deſign to debauch the poor animals, and in- 
ftetthem with their luxury. *Tis now no news 
12 the literal ſenſe, to have the Chilaress bread 
tven to Dogs; and it may within a while beag 
ittle,to have not only their Children, bur them- 
ſelves want it. For Prodigality is of the nature 
of the Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth ; and Ad40-'s fate * 
was both Emblem and Story, to be eater up with 
bis Dogs. | 
29. W E haveſeen now how much their .P74- 
fice ſwerves from their Darzy: Let us next a lit- 
tle conſider, wherher they might not be happier, 
if they were regulated by it. And firſt, 4 prudent 
overſizbt of their Eftates 1s ſure far from being 
ſuch an oppreſling burden as ſome are willing, to 
fancy it. For if it be moderate, and ſuch. only 
I recommend, it is ſuppoſed to exclude all pain» 
ful and diſquieting ſolicitudes, and then' it be- 
comes only of the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps them off with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe emptineſs becomes their Load, and which 
they would el{e. be in pain, and probably ar no 
imall coſt to diſpoſe of, And I fee not why it 
thould not be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to 
talk of their own affairs,as of other mens, (which 


a the uſual entertainment uf thoſe rhat neg- 


their own; ) to take up Accomprs at home, 
as Reckonings at the Tavern: And I am ſure 'tis 


much more {o.in the conſequences of it, as much 


25 Peace is above Diſcord and Tymult,. Plenty 


above Indigence and Neceſliry. | 
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THE GENFLEMAN'S" CALLING." 
£30,NEXT for Contentmert, univerſal:con! 
{enr4uperſedes the labour of proving that-a hap 
pinefs, it beingunanmouſly accorded-to be the 
Elixer and Quintefſence of all that pretends:to 
that title; 'to be to all rtheſe-outward things, as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which:antmares and 
inſpirirs them, without which they. are but dead; 
yea noiſome carcaſſes, preſſures inftead of enjoy- 
ments. This 1s the true Philoſophers ſtone,. that 
turns all it touches into Gold ; the-poor man 1s 
Rich with it, and the Richeſt-poor. without: it. 
Whoever thereforedeſires to improve his Eſtates 
tethim begin his culture or: husbandry upon his 
ming," plagt there: this Tree 'of* Life, the ſhade 
whereof will yield him-4, perpetual refreſhment, 
wit make him always as-rich as he defires-to 
he;-and he certainly-knows not what he asks; 
that demands more; - 2: 4 | 
--3t; THE next Duty, that of Lzberalty, 
may perhaps be*thoughr not to have ſo amiable 
. awaſpe&; but itis only by thoſe who look 'upon 
it through falſe Glafles :. men generally .confider 
it asa piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine'framed 
by Divinesto force open their Coffers,, and plun- 
der them withouta War. But if they would but 
turn the right end of the Perpe#ive;twouldbthen 
have 2 quite contrary appearance; they would 
diſcern that it is the means to multiply;,' not di- 
miniſh their ſtore, -a more profitable: way of uſu- 
ry thanany the greedieſt Extortioner hath ever 
found out. *Tis a lerding to the Lord,  Provii1g. 
T7. who ſurely is the moſt ſolvent Debtor: any 
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candeal with, and one who never makes. ſcanty 
retributions. This I am contident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted tomake the experiment. .The only pres 
judice that can he againſt their Teſtimony 15 the 
- paucity of thoſe that have fo attempted ( and 
would to God men would conſpire to*folve that 
objection ) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
mon'd to give 1n their accounts, I doubt not-4t 
would appear their bounty had inriched, not im- 
poverithed them. 'T am ture T have met. with ſe- 
veral remarkable inſtances. of it, but never pet 
with one to the contrary ; and therefore if either 
reaſon or preſident may haveftorce, he that confi- 
ders but riginly his own temporal Intereſt eannot 
-but have appetite to this Duty, 1n reſpe& oi-him= 
ſelf. And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is but a faint inducement: compared with that 
which ariſes from the calamities of theperſons 
toibe relieved. The wants of the Poor are loud; 
and' paſſionate .Orators, . ſuch as cannot mils to 
work upon any, con whom covetoulnels hath not 
firft- wrought the unhappy . e Metamorphoſis, :0of, 
turning them 1nto ſtone. And thele having once 
conveyed into'a-mans mind a compaſlionate- re- 
eret;-himfelf groans under that preiſure, which 
he ſees cruſhing theother: and then what can-be 
more pleaſantthan: by a ſea{onable charity tocale 
both? None:doubts of the Receivers delight,but 
furethat is ſhort:of the Givers, by how muck rhe. 
interior: ſenſe 1s more lubtle and-acute than' the 
exterior. Would God thole who make #t- their 
Ji29280); G 3 | Trade 
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Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but this 
One piece of Epicuriſm, and then I doubt not, 
they would acknowledge that all meat 1s 1nſipid, 
compared with that, which they eat with the poox 
mans mouth ;' the moſt ſplendid apparel fordid 
and inglorious, 1m reſpec of that they wear upon - 
his back ; ard all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
leſs and uneafie; balanced with' thoſe' tranſcen- 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chrt- 
'ſtian liberality. '* © Eel} peeper ney 169130 

32. NOR have they in the next place any 
reaſon to {uipet the Apoltie treacherous to theix 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to deſpoil them of 
that either Pride, or 'confidence, which ' their 
_ Riches are apt to create.' For the former tis. 


certain'all haughty perſons may very properly in- 
*terrogate themielves in that form, 'we find W-2/d, 
5.8. What hath Pride profited ms, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought ws? It would 
ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to define 
Wwhar there is 19 Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. - Theutmoſt that can be ar 1s, that it 


isa lively chearful thing to -have good thoughts 
of ones {elf ; bur he that can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an e- 
 ecomiumto Bedlam: for according to this meaſure 
that cuntains the: happieft: people, there being 
thoſe that are the moſt highly rapt/in the opinion 
of their own Excellencies. Yer ſure we ſhonld 
judge him in gocd Ele&ion for the plate; that 
| thould look upon it with appetite. But admit 
_ this might indeed pals for a pleaſure, yet it is the 
| --+ , + * payers 


' Parent of a far greater uneaſineſs,and like a car- 
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caſs breeds a worm: that devours itſelf, For he 
'that looks on himſelf with ſuch reverence, ex- 
acts that ali others ſhould do ſo tob, and when 
he fails in that aim (as none fo frequently does, 
as the proud ) what diſquiets and impatiencies 1s 
he under! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure of his vain complacencies. A little dif- 
reſpe&t from Mordecai is able to evacuate all FEa- 
max's proſperity. Such a Cheat and. Impoſtor 


is Pride, that whilſt ic pretends to exalt, it de-. 


baſes; whilſt itelevates a man above others, it 
really ſubjects him to them, puts him 1n their po- 
wer to torment and cruciate, and whilit it makes 
ſhew of advancing, 'tis but in the ſame manner 
that the Rack extends the ſtature by diſlocating 
the Joynts. And then I hope 'twill be no un- 
friendly office to perſwade men, to keep them- 
ſelves from that Engine of pain, or to recom- 
mend to them ſuch an humility of mind, as may 
preſerve them in that ſecurity and compolednels, 
which is fundamentally neceſſary to all true hap- 
pineſs. | | 
33. THE very ſame judgment is to be made 


- of the other Branch of the Caution, the rot 7rwſt- 


ing in wncertain Riches, but in the living God! 
w hich is moſt vifibly-every mans preſent concern- 
ment. He that can entertain a doubt of it, let 
him bur fall into the hands of ſome treacherouus 


or bur impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- -. 


rant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and then let him tell me whethey jt be nota man 
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;mmediate and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to build 
his conkdences on the Rock, not on the Sand, 
Nothing but the amazing exigencies of a ſinking. 
man can excule the folly of catching at Reeds; 
but he that ſhould deliberately elect ſuch Sup- 
- Porters would. be thought as mad, as he is ſure 
to be miſerable. Yet this is but the faint and im- 
perfect Emblem of him who reſts upon - hs 
' Wealth: whereas on the other ſide he that ſhel- 
ters himſelf under the ſhadow of the Almighty, 
15 polleſt of a moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs. For 
how can he fail of ſecurity that has Ommpotency 
tor his Guard, or be deluded in his truſts, thax 
depends on Truth it ſelf? Let theſe fo diſtant 
ſtates be compared, and then ſure I ſhall not need 
to anticipate any mans judgment, but may leave 
him to pronounce on which ;ſide his Intereſt as 
well as Duty lies in this particular. : 
34. LASTLY, Temperance alſo puts in her 
claim to Pl-aſure, which Ipreſume thoſe will be 
ſureto reſiſt, who place that wholly in the ſatis- 
taction of the ſeaſual appetite. . Yet I believe 
one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when they ſhould be forced to give up”their ver- 
di for it. Come tothe Glatron when he is la; 
bouring under the load of an overcharged ito- 
mach; to theZruakerd when his mornings qualm 
15 revenging on him- his laſt nzghts debauch ;_ to 
the /»/7/:1 perſon, when the torment of hjs bones 
 admonithes him of the ſins of his fleſh: and then 
Sk them whether Temperaxce be.not more, plea- 
ſpur than irs coperary. 1 can. {carce think th 
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* Devil has any ſuch ſtout Coxfeſſors, but will then 
betray his cauſe. But this vertue is 1n 1tl{elf too 
amiable to need any of theſe Foils to illuftrate it ; 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an' 
Appetite, is not only nobler, but greater thaf 
any 15 to be had in the moſt tranſporting moment 
of ſatisfying them. Every man will. call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy 1s in the Field loſes 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and expa- 
ſes himſelf ro certain Captivity, rather than for- 
ſake his Liquor, or- other ſordid pleaſure. - And 
this isjuſt the deciſion of the preſent caſe; Our 
Luſts are our mortalteſt Enemies, and every time 
they aſſault us, 'tis in our choice either by reſiſt- 
ing them to gain a {ignal Conqueſt, or elſe by 
ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures they hold out 


tous, to be vanquiſhed by them. © He. that chu- -- 


ſes the laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
tis only that of a Beaſt, ( like an Horſe, who 
though, he hath indeed the ſatisfaction of recei- 
 ving Meat, yet he allo takes the Bridle, yea the 

Whip toofrom the ſame hand. ) *Tis the former 
only, that is the pleaſure of a man, which I ſup- 
pole ſufficient to evince to which the difference 
belongs, For ſure none.can think God hath been 
ſounkind to his own Image in humane nature, as 
in the diſpenſation of. felicity to aſſign the larger 
ſhare tothe Brutes, , And therefore in this parti-' 
cular as well as the reſt we may concluge, that he 
1s not only the moſt,pious but the moſt happy 
perſon, that makes the right uſe of his: Wealth. | 
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So THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


\ 


SECT. VI. 
Of the Third Advantage, that of Time, 


z. W ET us now proceed tothe third Ad- 

| vantage, that of Time,: which though 

| men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte, as 

if it were rather a burden than an advantage, yet 

the differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 

is near expiring, the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes 

of a few days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real 

value. For were it an empty uſele[s thing, it 
would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
when all other vanities grow1n contempt with us. 
The unhappineſs of it is, that men learn to prize 
it, *as they domoſt other good things, rather by 
the want than the enjoying, buy the skill of tra- 
'ding with the loſs of the Talent, which. ſhould 
"maintain the Traffick, and then only come to ac- 
count it z treaſure, when they can no longer diſ- 
po&it to any benefit ; and that diſpoſing alone 
35 it that can render it truly valuable. It is there- 
fore: a moſt neceſſary providence to learn this art 
of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husban- 
dry, without which a mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed ſoil, the Apoſtle mentions, Hes. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end is to be burned. Let us therefore a-while 
examine what are thoſe Imployments of our 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
preſent comfort, and furure account. | 
' 2, EVERY manſfays( though perhaps few 
_ conſider ) that our time here ic but 4 Prologue to 
Eternity elſewhere, and that the condition of that 
Eternity, whether happy or miſerable, depends 
upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be the right manage- 
ry of it, which tends to make our future Eſtate as 
Happy, as it is ſure to be laſting. To this pur- 
pole God hath chalked us out ſome great lines of 
Duty, from whence ſo many leſſer do ariſe, as 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind 
themſelves with every hour of our lives. And 
though theſe Duties are in the kind of them obli- 
gatory to all conditions of men, yet frequenter 
Ads of them are expected from thoſe, whoſe 
Qualities and fortunes give them more vacancy 
from ſecular toils. BEING 
3}. FOR certainly itisnot to befancied, that 
God who hasput an active Principle into our na+ 
_ ture ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the ſup- 
_—_ its operations in any, devote ſuch a Se- 
Je& number of men, as an Hecatomb to be offered 
up to Idlzzefs. And yet much leſs' can it be 
thought, that he ſhould ſo promote that Iniqui- 
ty, which he profeſſes to hare, as to deſign them 
tothepurſuitsof that, <Manuwnir them from la- 
bour, to leavethem freer for Vice. And ifner- 
ther of theſe can be —_— if their leiſure were 
not indulged them either that they might do no- 
thing, or do ill, rhere remains only athird end 
53s Pete 0 he T4 re I ao imaginable; 
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zmaginable, and that is the doing good ;- ( for as 
for Sports and Paſtimes; the bett:of- them come + 
fo near to Idlenels, and the worſt' of them to 
Vice, that as the one-1s not to be aflowed any, 
ſothe other no conhiderable part of their time.') 
' Now becauſe move: is good but one, that is God, 
Mark 10,18. wecantake- our mealures of good 
actions only from his: preſcription ; 'and fo thoſe 
which he has commended as ſuch to Mankind in 
general, point out tothis particular rank of men 
the nature of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial 
Vacancy and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
them. 
'-4. AND firſt thoſe of Pety towards God 
juitly.challenge a great ſhare of their T*-e. For 
whereas God may ſeem to have limited and con- 
fined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
7ng mercy to themſelyes before ſacrifice to him; 
he does by exempting the rich from-thoſe neceſſi- 
ties tacttly require:their-aev9ior to ſwell up to 
jome proportion with his bounty:to- them, who 
being treed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
are clogged-and incumbred, even-nature itſelf 
ſuggeſts rhe expectation of their{oaring higher, 
He has pur them at a diſtance from the meaner, 
cares and {olicitudes of life, as if he were jealous 
thoſe might prove his rivals, and keep them from; 
growing into a cloſer 'intimacy” with- himſelf. 
And ſhall this deſign ef_ his love be defeated ? 
And when he has thus ſecured himſelf from one: 
ſort of Competitor, ſhall more and baler be 
ſought out, every the triflingeſt and vileſt Enter- 
Tat on —# tainment 
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tainment: be: courted to: come and. ſupplant him ? 
This were indeed to anfwer that odious character 
of the Adultereſs, Ezek. 16..34. which was not 
ſolicited,” but” did ſolicit, . »>And - thoſe that can 
make ſuch unworthy and provoking returns to ſo 
endearing a kindneſs, evince themlelves deſtitute 
not only of grace, but of all degrees of common 
good nature. For. when he ſo projects for their 
familiarity and converſe, what can be more inhu- 
mane and ingrate; than thus {cornfullytodecline 
ir?. Yet-under this charge all thoſe will certainly 
fall, who do not imploy (nay devote) every day 
ſome conſiderable part of. this their' vacant time 
to the keeping up their intercourſe with God, b 
Reading, 'Prayer and Meditation. 

5. I'N the next place, Themſelves put'in for 
a part. But here I mean not thole brutiſh ſenſual 
felves, which have in-many ( like Pharav/'s lean 
kine) devoured- the: nobler and more excellent ; 
but it is the more divineand ſublimated part of 
them, on which their time1s to be laid out. And 
here they.can never want buſineſs, that being in 
ſeveral refpe&s.a very proper object of their di- 
ligence. - For :firlt, their  {nd2r/tandings, how 
clear and vigorous loever, attain not their height 
at.once,. are not ike \ Ada created 1n a: ftate of 
maturity-angd perfection;: but. like his: degraded 
poſterity, : make gradual niotions towards 1t, .ad- 
vance by ſeveral ſteps ahd-degrees ofproficiency ; 
nor cairwein : this life afeend'toſuch az ultra, 
as excludes a'poſſibility of growth. - [So/that no 
advantage of ' Educationi can ſuperſede the of 
: HER Aiter- 
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After-induſtry, that being ſtill able to make far- 

ther improvements, bring in new acceittions to 

their Knowledge. Andthis is ſo inviting an en- 

tertainment, as may very reaſonably expect their 

9 Ora ſome hours: of the day in their Stu- 
ies. 

6. BUT though this be a conſiderable, yet is 
it not the weighticſt part of that care they owe 
themſelves. For as the Soul confider'd inits In- 
zelle#, may thus become their Pupil, fo in its 
eMorels it has often need to be their Patient, For 
though in its Original Conſtitution it was per- 
fealy pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 
peſitiouſe the Fleſh, it hath contracted much of 
its contagion; and by how-much the more deli- 
cate and refined its compoſition is, ſo much rhe 
more mortal are the diſeaſes to which it is ſub- 


| ject. It will therefore. require acloſe and wary 


attendance. A. Phyſician that hasa nice and ten- 
der Patient, muft be very affiduous in his care, 
obſervant of all ſymptoms, watchful againſt all 
accidents. And 1o certainly ſhould men behere; 


they ſhould make daily obſervations how their 


ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes or decays, what Hu- 
mour moſt predominates, whether Choler boil 
upinto rage, Phlegm freez into floth ; whether 
the Sanguinenels of their temper make them luft- 


| ful, or the Melancholy revengeful, and accord- 


ingly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, 


a 
or the Patpre, preſcribe rules of Diet and Exer- 
ciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes theſe daily 
firic inſpections into himſelf, will by the m_ 

= — | _ mable.: 
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 mable benefit he receives from it, be taught how 
creat 2 bleſſing his Time 1s, and how much a 
greater to have grace thus toemploy it. 

7. BUT thougha e Mars ſelf be a Province 
wide enough to takeup a good part of his time, 
yet muſt he. not ſo ingroſs it, as to defraud his 

| Neighbour, who has allo a right to ſhare in it. 
God having made man after his own Image, has 
( as part of that ) ſtamped upon him the Bounty 
and Communicativenels of his nature : and there- 
fore when we live wholly to our {elves, we rafe 
and deface that Impreſs. And when'*tis remem- 
bred that the heinouſneſs even of e Marder is by 
God pronounced to ariſe from the -2o/ation of his 
Image, Gen. 9.6. parity of reaſon muſt conclude 
this no light guilt, 'Nor is it only our Goods wg 
are to impart ( for that were a very partial Tran- 
ſcript of that Bounty we are to imitate, which 
gives us ſo much beſides )but in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our neighbour 
may receive advantage : and ſoa man has as many 
employments of his time, as he either finds or 
can make opportunities of doing good to others. 
Ifay make; for ſure ſince God hath canſtituted 
Love to our neighbour one of the fundamental 
laws to Mankind, we are not to look upon it only 
 aSAn accident or catualty, but as a main and de- 
liberate buſineſs of our lives; not refer it wholly 
to chance whether ever we ſhall do an a& of this 
| kind, orno ; but induſtriouſly ſeek out and ime  - 
prove occaſions. Thus we find the Liberality of  * 
our Bleſſed Lord repreſcated tp us in the parable 
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of the great Supper, Luke 14. 16, where there was 
not only liberal provitions made for ſuch as would 
come 1n, but 1mportunity ' ufed to draw them, 
particular invitations 'made to the pvor- and: the 
maimed, the halt and the klind; and when that 
brought not in gueſts enough, the Hizh-ways and 
Hedges were to be ranlacked, and a general Preſs, 
_ aS1t were, made of men, to receive not the Ear- 
neſt-penny of Death, ( which is uſually the ſignt- ' 
fication of our Preſs-money ) but the Antepaſt of 
Eternal life. O that all thoſe who pretend to 
greatneſs of mind, would copy out this Munif- 
cence, that they would prevent mens deſires, 
and invite them to come and be obliged by them. 
For want of this, many occaſions of doing bene- 
fits are loſt; the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of-others, averts them from requeſting 
thoſe aſliftances they moſt need. It were there- 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gentleman could center- 
tain himſelf with, to ſearch the various Wants of 
thoſe within his ſphere. But then he muſt be 
ſure to doit with a candid deſign, the more op- 
portunely to apply himſelf to their aid : he muſt 
not treacherouſly inquire, who wants knowledge 
toderide, but inſtrut them ; not hunt out a de- 
bauched perſon, to make him his Companion, 
but his Convert ; not find out quarrels to toment, 
but compoſe them ; ina word, not pry into other 
mens concernments, like - a bulite-body; but a 
Friend ;' not*to comply with his own curioſity, 

but their need. And now he that pays ajuſt Tri- 
bute of his Time. to-thele three grand PR 
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x" Saran the other dues to Nature, temporal 
Affairs, and neceſſary. Civilities are deducted) 
- nothave much to. facritice' either to Iglenets gr 
R4 but” W ll rather think he warts Time than | 
"Buſineſs. ©, 
$..BUT; Jhhe the full Jeiure they generally 
ng: for the direct contrary employments, wit- 
nelles too irrefr: ably thar. they are not thus ta- 
ken up. Its true;.indeed,, wetind God often'it 
thetr-Mouths, 'but it is" rather, in Oaths, than 
-Prayers; 23.25 if. they. 1 meat; "their profahations Y 
ſhould be the only teſtimony, tliac they believed 4 | 
Deity..'. How many are there fiich profeft Votx: 
ries to Bacchus, that their Knees, are reſerved on- 
.byfor him, neyerto-be bent. but, in drinKing of 
Hicalr hs; that ſem.to have Enacted to thems 
ſelves the prophaner part of Dariws's Law, Dar. 
GaT-1 that: Gil aaktns 1 FT! Petition of Gea, only Hereth 
out-vying im, that their's is for art indefinite, 
not-limited * time; who reckon. Saying of Pfayers 
among thoſe : peday tick tasks of their childhood, 
b-: 1 EXPITE Wit the Rod ard, Feruls, andian 
never think. fig rodebaſe theit more Manly ftate 
ta It; unleſs. Perbaps 4 reſflefs .night may force 
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nor do they without wonder look at thoſe who 
, can voluntarily ſet themfelves to tug at thoſe 
Oars. But Divinity is beyond all others under 
prejudice with ther, decried notonly as a@rab- 
bed, but «zgextile ftudy ; forthat upon pain of 
7, pero ng are to know more of it, than may 
juſt qualifie them to deride it ; or read the Bible 
to any other purpoſe, than to enable them -to 
blaſpheme God in his own ſtile. Tf theſe men 
may be ſaid at all to converfe with God, it is in 
the ſame manner, that the Phariſees did with-our 
Saviour, with the inſidicus deſign of extz»gling i 
him in his talk, «eMatth, 22, And ſure the more 
time is thus ſpent, the worfe. | 

. 10, PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themſelves of the orber parts of this 
Duty; that Tie which they ſhould beftow ei- 
ther in preventing or curing their ſpiritual Mz- 
ladies, they lay out wholly 1n contracting or itt- 
creaſing them. They have made a molt ftri& 
league with the Fleſh, and like faithful Cotife- 
derates they omit no endeavour to ſtrengthen its 
Parry, to ſupply it with freſh forces, the ex- 
pence of the whole day is managed wholly in or- 
der to that end. Thas that they may beſure to 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give it 
a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morning, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides mutrt- 
tudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fan- 
cies; all theday : and with theſe Auviliaries, It 
- need not doubt to maintain the Field againſt 
poor macerated Chaſtity, So again, left Sobrie- 
oy 
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ty ſhould happen to ſurpriſe them, and gait but 
the honour and Day, how vigilant are they to 
]iveit the firſt aſſault? Scarce a day that they 
draw not up.in Þatalis againſt it, and ſeldgm 


miſs giving it a total Rout ; and if Sleep likea 


Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them in the 
morning again, yet that little ſucceſs is but a 
preparation to a more fignal Deteat in the after- 
noon, which is with' many,s time allotted whal- 
ly to theſe skirmiſhes ; perhaps the chaſe follow- 
edall ni ht, nay purſued ſoar by ſome, till an 
habitual Sottiſhneſs ſave theta the labour of theſe 
Quotidian Combats. Nor is their Pride to at- 
fronted, as to be _ in the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good ſcanthng of it is cut out to 
its uſe; ſome in contriving and deſigning rheir 
Cloarhs, and ſome inputting them on ; ſome 1n 
admiring themlelyes, and fome in projecting to 
be admired by others ; ſome in hearing Hatte- 


= and more in refleting and ruminatmg upon 
them. 


| 121, AS for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted ro: thele or ſome 
other ſet and ſolemn Senfſualities, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and uhſignificant paſtimes: 
nay, even ſome who abſtainfrom the former, do 
yet fo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, 


' Thattheirlives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 


derthis number have no intention to.include all 
whoallow themſelves Recreations ; I know ſome 


divertiſemenr is {o neceſſary both to the Body 


and' Mind of aman,. that if it keep within mo- 
| x TR derate 


Too THE GENTLEMAN'S'CALLING.- 
| *derate. bounds; tis but a juſt:debt. to hiniſelt, 
\and canfiot”fall..under. any ill character «| Þux 
- "that which is*reprehenſible- in "this -matrer, ' 3 
the'exceſs' and" inordinacy- of at, 'the making 
*that abuſineſs, which ſhould be but a diverſion. 
"And'this weſee todufnal with many,who abſurd- 
*ly ftreteh-this bpriviledge of their Gert//ty, even 
till it break; purſue their ſports of Hawkingand 
' Hunting,c. fo * vehemently -and'..affiduoully, 
" that-ere they are aware,' they adopt-theſe their 
'Callings; never<canfidering that 'a Faulkoner 
or Huntfinan: is! indeed as: mean '/a iVocatioh; ; 
thoſe- they moſt defpiſe. But whatever, : ozhgr 
*paſtimes of this nature-any man ſuffers .to-ulurp 
'his tine,” he does iniit-extreamly reproach chum- 


#elf; tacitly confeſſes; "that: he-15. unit For; gene- 
- rous and manly imployments,and{:calls :himfelt 
\Child,-while he thus: trifles and plays away:Þ4s 
days. 07::3923 At omot © ara gd 5:9 tie: 50 
x2, T K NOW: not whether I-may rank the 
great and Go Gameſters in this File; for though 


the nature of-their'imployment*belong to it, yet 
there"are ſiich"confiderable:ruinous effects of 3x, 
-2Sſeem to place it itv the number»of more-ſeri- 
ous THis. ; And indeed; thoughGuſtonm hath; cat- 
ded: it Play, yet'the-many anxious fears and;;unr 
.ealie Commotions-which uſually attend! it,eyinee 
'the great 'impropriety of the: Title;: and: would 
+more-reaſonably-have givemit k name: of rhe;d1- 
*rect contrary irmiportance. - But as:feigned ;nafnes 
are-commonly-an art 'of -concealing>:perſars,;ifo 
'this Trade aflumesthe ftile of. —U——— _ 
$6193 7 - cc 
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edly is Covetoulneſs.. For. w bat 1maginable cauſe 
can there be affigned, beſides the defire of Win: 
ing; that ſhould make: men venture what they 
areſo'unwilling-to loſe ? It's. certain, -he that 


' Plays for a' Peece, has as much of the divertive 


part, as he thatſtakes a thouſand: and were that 
all were deſigned;. men need not, and certainly 
would not ſo profuſely over -buy what offers it- 
{elf at ſo much a cheaper rate. Iknow this 1s a 
motive. men think too fordid to own, but would 
God they would" once learn ( in this better {enſe.) 
torevere themſelves as well as others, .and de- 
ſpiſe to be preyailed on by what they are aſha- 
med to avow. But the event ordinarily -tpeaks 
itasgreat a Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many ſad inſtances: in the ſhipwracke 
Fortunes of theſe Adventurers:. And indeed there 
is nothing wonderful in it, . but that men will be 
{o:mad- as: to. run the hazard. © For that being 
ſuppoſed, it is:notat all ſtrange to ſee them ſink 
under -it. . 'For:.aman+has here to deal not: with 
Chancealone 6 which yet. were but a tickle: bot- 
tomtoimbark in) but with fuch cembinations of 

Deceit, tharxivery good Fortune itfelf will; not 


ſecure: himz:'for:that he: that has not learnt to 


Plough with the ſame Heiftr, is like to make but 
fads Huysbandry' of it. Andevenmthoſe that have, 


if chey happenito get ſome few good Crops, ' yer 
- they/quite wear our the forl-with them, forfeir 


that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 
thould let rheracinigo farther opportunities, and 
re EG H 3 . feavs 


of Time. JEFF Tor ; 
_ deed todiſguile its true original, which undoubr-. 
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leave themſelves tolive not ſo much upon their. 
own Wits, as other mens Follies. Ir 1strue 1n- 
deed, that hath in theſe latter days proved a 
pretty large Common to graze 0n, and ſome have 
ſeemed ro thrive well upon it ; but generally ſuch 
Cattle mzet at- laſt with a pinching  Wanter, 
which leaves them as bare and meagre, as ever. 
Ia thort, Cheating has uſually a reflexed effica- 
cy, and deceives none more than' thoſe that uſc 
it: yet ſucha ſtroak hath it.now got in Gaming, 
©that in moſt Companies it leaves men only this 
miſerable choice, Whether they will be active or 
paſſive init. Which methinks ſhould be enough 
ro awake men, as immoderate Tyrannies uſe to 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Ga- 
ming trom this exorbitancy to its Primitive uſe, 
make it ceaſe to be a Trade, and become a Re- 
creation; and that too bounded within ſuch juſt 
limits, rhat it may notincroach on thoſe hotirs 
which ſhould be deſtined to greater concern- 
ments. Bur as it is between this and the reſt, 
either Impertinencies or Vices, all their tume is 
to pre-ingaged and fore-ftalled, that their moſt 
important 1nereſt is left forlorn and neglected; 
they have as little Leiſure as Wallto conlider the 
poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that they carry 
any ſuchtrifle aboutthem. ooo 
13. AND now they that thus forget: God 
and -themſelyes; no wonder if they afford little 
con'ideration to their brethren. ' They willnot 
be guilty of ſuch an Ixdecoram, ordeny the Body 
of fin its exat-fymmetry, by: making 'this'part 
rg dt =; he R—@ - 
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unproportionable to the reſt : and therefore they 
either allow na part of their time to others, or do 


it toſuch inverted perverſe purpoſes, as makes the 


ayment worle than robbery. Thus many be: 
mo Vifats on others, not out of any purpole of ; 
kindneſs, bur either to- trifle away their own 
time, or to make obſervations, what they can 
ſpy ridiculous tg entertain their laughter. A my- 
{tery the Lozdex-viſitants are generally well read 
in; who have pur this buſineſs long lince into. a 
ſetled courſe ; fothat the diſcoveries of one Vi- 
fit ſets them in a ſtock of defaming, backbiting 
diſcouxle for the next, and ſo ſucceſfively 44 t4- 
fraiturms, S0 again, many who call themſelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
if they can find out a young Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence, how officious,how diligenx 
are they in attending him ? watching him as glad- 
ly as a Vulture does the fall of a Carcaſs, till chey 
ne an adyantage to rook him at Play, entangle 
him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray hjm to ſome 
mean and ynequal Match, S9 it they hear bur 


_ of a beautiful Woman, what contrivances, what 


dehigns do they lay, firſt toſee, and thento cor- 
Typther ; make jt @ bulineſs to themſelves, as 


ng trade to their agents and factors, to - 


mg ſuch game? And upon ſuch occaſions as 
theſe can liberally ſacrifice their Tze, of which 
when any Chaxitable office would borrow from 
ther but ſome few minutes, they are then ſuch 
þyls perions, they can by no means afford it. 
FN Na als blunt and churklp refuſal, or at beſt a _ 
hq Felrs's * 
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 Felix*s put off to'# corvenientſeaſox; are the'uſu- 
al returns'to'ſuch motions. Bit r6afticipate the 
Propofal, 'to go 1n. queſt of ſuch Opportuniries, 
Jooks with thetn, like a-piece'oF K night-errantry, 
has1o little of their practice, thatit ſcarce eſcapes 
Om ORF 55 - El 
- 14, AN D' now what a heavy-Bill of Indi 
ment is like ore day to be*brotght'in againſt 
them,” when God,-rheir Souls, and their Neigh- 
bours thall all. joy 1ti the Charge ! Oh thar they 
would ſeaſonably*c.;mider how tadly obnoxious 
they arcto'it, and that condemnation which will 
inevitably follow it; that ſo they may accord- 
ing to Chriſts counſel, «Mart. '5.:25.' agree'with 
theſe adverſaries while" they are in The way, 
und by yielding"to each- of them for” the | 
future'a juſt portion 'of 'their-Tie; compound 
the buſineſs," {top *the Proceſs againſt -them: 
That they would remember, *that**of all their 
prodigalities, 'this of their Time is the moſt de- 
ſperare, fach as is moſt ' impoſſible” to 'redeem; 
and yet that wherein they-are*of all others the 
deeplieſt concerned.” Andthis'they would cer- 
tainly be convinced of; if their Kiety fancies 
could but fo- condenſe into -Earth,! as to'bring 
them 1ntd any acquaintarice with their Beds'gt 
duſt, give them ſome toretaſte of 'their Dying 
terrors *for It them but ſadly. think what they 
"would then give for {ome few of thoſe Days they 
-now'iſtady ts fling away, and*theycannor chulſe 
but inifer the neceſſity of being better Husbands. 
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ling 'ambneg the Tombs-:but the Devil-has ſure 
changed that habitation ; -dor. thoſe whom. he 


now -poſſeſſes he permirs-not to converſe: at all 


there, 'as'knowing it isthe propereſt preparative 
to his diſpoſſeſſfion. - And: doubtleſs: it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſmr,. as of all others, fo 
of thisEvil ſpirit -( this filtching Devil, that thus 


ſreals from men their precious hours ) often' to 


deſcend- into the Vault or Charnet-houſe, and 


by ſerious corifideration how ſhort their Time 


INF 1t, ed » : 
, -- 5. NOR need they fear, that. to redeem 
their Time, they muſt fell their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelyes to a- joyleſs ſtate. of lite.. For 
though it-is true they muſt reſign their counter- 


is, to inforce:upon themſelves a care of redeem- 


ſeit, they ſhall have real Delights in exchange; . 


they-mult part with their Glaſs, but ſhall have 
Gold in ftead of it. And as none but a. rude 1z+ 
dianwillrepine at that bargain in the-Literal, ſo 


Moral ſenſe. : For. .in the firſt place; -he that-im- 
ploys his zizze in converting with God, 1s not on: 
ly more honourably and: more profitably: but.al 
{o more 'pleafantly buſied than he cam poſſibly bg 
any other way: - Weall ſay, That God 25 the Gens 
ter of Feljcity:. but he gives himſelf the lie, that 
does not withal -confeſs,: that the eloſer-acquain- 
tance:we have with him, the nearerapproach we 
make to' happineſs, For whoever believed - 
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none but a ruder Chriſtian can. dillike ;it in the. 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, and yet fraredto 
freez by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none bur 
the down-right Atheiſt can with any tolerable 
Logick, diſpute the pleaſantneſs of this Dos 
For can any whoſe Faith has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend ? Put on 
him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beget gverſion, 
deter them from approaching to im ? Can they 
call hima Deity, to whom they will not attri- 
bute ſo much as they will to eyery ingenuous 
man, the honourof being good Company ? This 
to benor only prophane, but abſurd. And if 

there be any of fo ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him 
uncapable of convidion by Argument: the eqm- 
... mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, wiz. 
' | Experience. Let himby frequent, yet reverent 
Addreſſes to God, grow into ſome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
ceiving his refreſhing Influences, and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been tq hinp 
ſelf in thus long holding off Jn humane Con- 
yerſations we ule not to find the guſt and reliſh of 
them, till we arrive to ſome degree of Freedom: 
they that converſe as ſtrangers, are under con- 
ſtraints and uneaſinefs. And certainly the main 
cauſe of that diſguſt men have to this Spiritual 
entercourle, - is their unaccuftomedneſs. to i, 
They addreſs to God perfe&ly as ſtrangers, naw 
and then pay him a flight Vilit,as it were by way 
of formality and complement; and then no wog- 
der if it be neither ſatisfactory to God nor them 
ſelves. But then *tis ſure great 1njuſtice to de- 
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fame that as unpleaſant, which becomes fo only | 
by their own ill managery ; to ſay there is no wa- 
terin the Well, only becaule they negle&to pray 


| videa Bucket for thedrawing of it up. 


I6, I'N. the next place 'tis ſure, their Souls 
mean them no malice, in exacting part of their 
Time, For firſt, what they beſtow in improving 
and exalting their #nderftandings, does not only 


bring them 1n vaſt advantages in the end, but af- 


fords them alſo very fair accommodations by the | 
way. Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable 
entertainments, that like the e Manna in the Wil 
derneſs it adapts itſelf to every mans taſte, he 
that likes not one ſort may fit himſelf with ano- 
ther ; and ſure he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated 
palat, to whom none of them wall reliſh. I can 
tcarce think Nature has produced any thing fo- 
diſtemper'd; but men take up general and impli- 
Cite prejudices, and will look on Books in no 
other notion but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they * 
would but conſider them as Companions, they 
could not miſs of one kind or other, to find a 
pleaſant converſation among them. | 
17. AS forthat portion of their Tome which 
is ſpent in attendance on the yet more ſpiritual 
part of them, *tis rather a gift than a robbery, to 
telp them to-ſuch a way of expence. Ingenuous 
menthink it a-prize when they meet an opporty- 
nity toreſcue from the ſullage of time any thing 
that carries the ftamp of ancient worth and No- 
bility. - But this is a. piece'of the greateſt Anti- 


wr 


FTaGr be LEY 


RO D es 4 
4. 5695 hes DON = or Hh api tire 


Las 


108 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING, -* | 

can'mens Hours be betrer laid out,: than" in'reſto- 
ring 't to'its primitive luſtre, in wiping off that 
foil. wherewith the fteanrof boiling palitons hath 
obſcured if; -and by-disbaxrdening jt of: thoſe loads 
of noxious humours' under, which it labours, like 
good Phyſicians, recover it from .a' languiſhing; - 
infirm; toa' vigorous athletique habit? And ture 
the 'ſatizfaction of this muſt far exceed all other 
en:ertawmments.. Indeed-that - which: is uſually 
taken up in ſtead of it, can with no juſtice pre- 
rend to any-tolerable: complacency. No-man en- 
vies his felicity, but'contemns : his: ſordid and 

abjet f{pirit, that*picks- out the batſeſt:and on 

worthieſt company : And- ſhall it :here-pals. for 
-pleaſire to con{ort only-with the plebeian part -of 
himſelf, - thoſe ſenſual Appetites,” which /are the 

Common people of this Little world;'ito ſpend 

alt his time in Freating*and Careſling: of thele, 

and in the interim ler the Soul, which is of fo 
noble /an-vextracion, {o'- excellent endowments; 

ſtand -by negle&ed, nay be trodder- todeath in 

the croud of this vulgar rabble! Certainly. this - 
is a Tragedy, that' no: man could ſee upon the 
Stage without indignation: yet God knows,this 
15 ir men daily a& over' with applauſe'to them 
ſelves. - Would God they would once-ſhift the 
Scene, .and tet the oppreſt Soul have 'its ſeaſon 
of triumphking : - doubtleſs they would: find it 
more pleafatit to ſhare in its- Conqueſtsthan'in 
_ its ruine.” -We read indeed of ſome: Nations 
 thit have-by'the 2/es-of. a barbarous. religion 
been forced to make- Humape ſacrifices %-yet Bay 
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find not that. they had:1o; ſlaughtered ;Humanity 


| ference us. from Beaſts? He thar diſclaims this, 
Y | muſt necelſafily confels the pleaſure lies on the 
i other {ide;,,in reſcuing, the Spirit from the. uſur- 


diſcourſe, how much ſoever his practice dilowns 
it. Indeed this 1s a pleaſure of ſo exalted, fo 
quinteſſential a kind... that what Hered's. Augir- 
tors ſaid in flattety of his Oration, we may ſay 
in truth of this, *T1is the delight rather of 4 Goa, 
than a man. That Soveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy in himlelf, yet as if he had 
wanted 
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wanted of his compleat felicity,whileſt he enjoy'd 
it alone, was pleaſed rather to create, than want 
objects of his goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which 
God himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation, as to 
 makea World in order to it, ſurecannot, with- 
out the moſt impious contradiction of his choice, 
be deſpiſed by man. And certainly 'tis none of 
the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchſafed our 
- Nature, that he hath given us a capacity of it, by 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may a 
vantage and oblige one another ; ſo pointing us 
out a courſe, whereby we may not onl Ar wet 
cently, but ſucceſsfully entertain Lacifers defign, 
of being /ike the moft High, Tt really makes Men 
What the Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, 

even Demi-gods, O that thoſe, who think it No- 
ble to be aſpiring, would thus verifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeavours in 
this one Generous Ambition? and then *tis ſure 
they would not need to be told the happineſs of 


this ſo Deifying an imployment. 


SECT. VII. 
Of the Frurth Advamage,thatof biz Amthority. 


I. I'N the fourth place we are toconſlider the 
 Gentlemas's advantage, in reſpect of his 
Authority over thoſe that relateto, or de- 

pend 6n him. And this, if rightly managed, is 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being _ 
verted as any of the former. He who has fecu- 
lar ties upon taen, may often, by thoſe cords 
which bind their _ intereft, drawthem to 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. A Temaxr who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good .Will 
of his Landlord, A Penſfioner whoſelubliſtence 
reſts upon the bounty of his Patron, will ftrive 
to model themſelves toſuch a form, as may beſt 
ſuit the inclinations of the perſon they deſire to 
endear: they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to 'ochers. But then, as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 
of theirs may becitherabuſed toll, or improved: 
to good ; this Wax may. receive the Image of z 
Beaft or an Angel. Ir 1s therefore the duty of 
thoſe who are poſſeſt of thisad vantage, to ule it 
to the impretling not of Vice, bur Vertue; to 
eoftrive how they may moſt effecually dil- 


countenante the one, 'und encourage the other. 


And 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 
portunities of, towards either of thoſe relations 
torementioned, ; 7  0N | 

2. BUT to none ſooften as to their Dome- 

. fficks and Menial ſervants. Theſe are always ſo 
much in their road, that-they ſeem to be. marked 

_ out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he isfevar a Watchman, Exek. 3:17; overhis Fa: 
mily,, and.ought as:jealoufly to ablerye the ap- 
proach of any Vice towards:it, as a:Centinel does 
thatof an Enemy. ': *Tis a;very pernicious error 
for men:to. think themſelves no other: ways con- 
cerned-initheir Servants, than: they;are in their 
Horſes-or:Oxen, ro:look upon them only as: ano: 
ther ſpecies 'of Working-cattle, : and: ſo; chey. do 
their buſineſs, care not how 'arrant. Brutes they 
be:/. Whereas they ſhould: remember, that they; 
with themſelves are Common-ſervantstothe-one 
Great Maſter; and that the ſubordination of the 
one tothe other is but 'the-wiſe Oeconomy of their 
Lord,':who has ( as 1n great Families: we ſee 1t 
uſual )conſtituted the'one as Stewards or Super- 
viſors,. ta regulate the-reſt:: 'and then {twill ap- 
pear a:;piece of enormous unfaithfulneſs to negr 
le this charge. Toavoid which guilt, it iwal 
concern Gentlemez to: have a fednlous care over 
thoſe: that are thus intruſted to: them, to make 
tric inſpections into the manners of: their ſer- 
vants, and accordingly'to apply inſtructions; : ang 
admonitions;: ether incouragements;. And 
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thatthey may not tranſcribe Phat avhs Tyranny of 
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bring them into an acquaintance with their duty. 
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as.baits to allure them. ' As for thoſe that, neyer- 


advance higher.than the meer Form: of Gaps 
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kony 4x6 me; Hypocriſfie being a fin that cannot well 


- =@f4Jiftind party from true Piety. And tis not 


RE poſſible, that the example of a feigned Chri- 


| ſian, may teachothers to ſurmount their copy, 


and'be that in ſincerity,which he is but in appea- 
rances* whereas-open Vice pretends to no tych 
poſlibilhy. breaths nothing but contagion, - and 
tkea peltinfets communities. We have there- 
fore reaſon totonclude, that if this care werege- 
nerally taken, *rwere a ſervice not only to God, 
but the Common-wealth, which has not more 
tmprofitable, nay noxious burdens lyingon her - 
from any rank-of men, than from lewd and idle 
Servants ; whoufing their places only as a ſhelter 
for their / ſloth and licentiouſneſs, when that 
Goxrd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
aſually either live Beggars, or die Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemens families were fo ordered, as 
tobecome Seminaries of Induſtry and Sobriety, 
the number of them is ſo great, that they mi 

be able roſend out many Colonies 'of uteful and 
civil-perſons. , 25:5 143 3b 
. 4. THE RE 1s allo another fort of Reiarzwe, 
viz. #Friend: over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings from-this ſervile 
ftock of hopes & fears;yet they have one of a much 


More noble deſcent, and more vigorous efficacy. 


Friendthip has a key tothe heart,which it may ule 
Te not 
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erated bands, are like May and Wife joyned toge- 
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' not only to let itſelf into its ſecrets, but allo to 
introduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and 
inclinations; it ſo mixes with the mind, that 1t 
may infenſibly convey into it any idea, Now to 
uſe this intimacy to the bringing in any thing: 
baſe and unworthy, is the vileit treachery,tuchas; 
1s but imperfedly repreſented , by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A 
guilr ſo vehemently to be abhorred,that none 1s to 
think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt diſtance front 
it, but he that induſtriouſly- purſues the dire& 
contrary ; he therefore that hath a' Friend, onght 
ſRudioully to contrive how he may moſt promote 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward' 
and ſecular, but alſo ( yea principally ) his in- 
ward and ſpiritual. This is the only ſenfe where- 
in'tis lawtul to have deſigtis upon him, and in 
this he is not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
ſo. He muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the more gratetul- 
Iy to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholſome, evert 
reproofs, when they appear ſo; and yet by ta- 
king his own turn in being the Patient, evince; 
that 'tis no aſſuming humour, that creates him # 
Phyſician. If friendſhips were thus managed, it 
"would be indeed a mioſt ſacred relation, tuch as 
would be above the vidlations of thoſe petty tri- 
vial diſtaſtes, which now adays diſſolve them: 
Hearts that are tyed together with theſe conſe* 
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ther inſeparably by God, and much for the ſame 
end of propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior 
to their pattern, as the mind is to the body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint tothe natural com- 
poſition of a man. We may reaſonably believe 
they were Friendſhips ef this making, that firit 
brought that name intoſo much veneration, and 
were they again reduced to this, no Ezcominms 
conld be too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 
werea work well worthy the ſpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who ſince they generally profels 
much reverence to the word, *tis pity they ſhould 
calt away their adorations on an empty ſhrine. 
The Heathens had Irzcartatiops to recal their dif- 
pleaſed Deities into their- forſaken Images. ' 1 
wiſh they would alſo try ſome holy magzck to 
bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine [pt- 
rit, to animate this now livelels trunk : that they 
who juſtly think it an #xgez#i/e reproachful thing, 
not to have ſome body whom they call Friend, 
may think it much more ſo, not to pay all the real 
kindneſs due tothat appellation. | | 

5. HAVING thus far given an account 
what are the proper and juſt imployments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Relations, our me- 
thod now requires us to refle& a little on their 
Prafice, and that in the moſt we ſhall-find asfar 
ſwerving from the rule in this particular, as any - 
of the former. So far, alas, are Gezt/emen from 
making their Power inſtrumental to the infufing 
good, -that there is nothing more ordinary than 
ro ſee them diſpoſe it to the dire& contrary. On he 
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ſcorn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 
piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that is like to prove to them. And 
then *tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain. . Hethat 
aims to get an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 
tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies 4n a quite 
- oppoſite road. He muſt find our what Vice of 
4 Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he muſt purvey tor his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance ; and even when he 
has cloyed thoſe grofler appetites, yet his Pride 
will alwaysremain inſatiable. He fiuſt till pro- 
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-vade air for that Camelion, lay out his whole - 


breath inflatteries ( a more helliſh wind than any 


'the Laplaxders fell.) Tis this enſhrining his 


Diana which is the craft by which heexpects has 
wealth : and therefore whatever other office he 
execute by ſtarts, a Paraſite is to be his conſtant 
trade. 

6.I N like manner their Seyvazts are diſciplined 


to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, and nots: -- 


only to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom miſs to be taken up by the whole 
Houle, as if they were to be the Cognizances and 


Badgesto witneſs to whom they retained. And 


though for this they might very well truſt tothe 
efficacy of their bare Example, yet as if they 


could never be ſecure enough of corrupting their 


Families, they too often add to its Precepts and 


Rules of Inſtitution. Thus it is one of the Fun- 


damental Laws- of their Hoſpitality, That #0 
I 3 ffrangey 


- 
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ranger be ſent Sober away. So. that their Houſes 
may well paſs for chanted Caſtles; no Man 
ſcarce thar comes into them, being able to guide 
himſelf our. They keep, as it were, ſolemn 
Faſts and Tarrements of Debauchery,to challenge 
all cemers, and: have variety ot Champions to 
deal with all Combatants »f all ranks. In ſhort, 
'Gemtlemens Families are become ſuch perfect A- 
 cademies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt inno- 
cent Puny will there in a very ſhort time become 
proficient. And this God knows 15 the ordinary 
1mprovement they make of their Authority ; as 
if rhey affected ro outbid the tyranny of the Turk, 
1n ſending a Halter to his Vaſſals, and making 
them their own Exccutioners ;* or thought it a 


diſparagement to their Qualities, to go to Hell 


withour an honourable Rerinue. 
7. AS for the other fort of power, that which 
they have over their Friezas and intimates, 'tis 
not diſcernible that they manage” that better. 
Whoalmoft 15 there, that ſeems at all to advert 
tothe Effential part of Friendſhip? What a Ra- 
rity, I had almoſt faid a Prodigy is it, to find 
( even amongſt thoſe that profeſs the greateſt 
dearnels ) any that hath either the Courage to 
give, or the Hamiliry to receive an Admonition? 
But 1n ſtead of thoſe wounds of a Friend; Prov. 27. 
6. there is nothing more common among them. 
than zhe kiſſes of an Enemy; fuch mutual foothi 
 Inill, as renders it inveterate and incurable ; ani 
like Fvab to maſa, Z Sam; 20. 10, ſheds out the 
bowels, when'it pretends to'kifs. Nay, -as'if it 
LEVY, == ie - '»* ; - $ﬆ£ujd 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vi- 
ces they find already planted, they ſow new 
Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to each 
other, as if the community of Friendſhip obliged 
them mutually to diffuſe their poiſons. , Were - 
many of the cloſeſt intimacies nqw adays ranſack- 
ed tothe bottom, it is to be feared this would be 
found the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
that hath advanced above the beaten road,arrived 
to the more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 


neſs, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev.z. 


24. ) would loſe much of the guſt, if he ſhould 
not get ſome Coniident, to whom ar onee to 
boaſt, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus ſa- 
crilegiouſly is this venerable relation of Friend- 


ſhip prophaned, by being proſtituted to the vileſt 


and moſt deteſtable purpoles ; and by this accur- 
{ed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt e Metamorphoſis, be- 
comes only a Confederacy in fin, a Combination 
and league againſt what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertue. 

8. THESE are ſuch wretched perverſions 
of their power,that one would guels it were ſome 


great and very conſiderable weight of preſent In- 


zereff, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
But when that 1s examin'd, *twill be found tolie 
wholly on the other ſide. The former Se&ion 
gave us occaſion todiſcern how tranſporting a de- 
light it is, to be the Inſtrument of any good ta 


.qthers. Bur as there is no good can bear propor- 


tion with that which is done to the Soul, ſq cer- 


tainly 'tq bean Agent in that, muſt far tranſcend 
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the pleaſure of all other Benefactions. | He that 
ſo dilpenſes his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ver- 
tue by it, 1s indeed the magniticent Perſon, out- 
vies the moſt profuſe Donations of the greateſt 
. Potentates. They can give but ſome little par- 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a migh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage: So 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servants to be God's, does not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but is as it were a Patriot even 
to Heayen itſelf; provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helps to ſecure 1t from that emptineſs and de- 
Population, wherewith the general wickedneſs 
of men ſcem to threaten it. And then in relation 
to iuch his Servants, he is of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful and obliging : they provide 

perhaps ſome 'petty Annuities, he gives a ſtate of | 

Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 12; Rs 

.9. THIS is a vaſt Muniticence, yet that 
which the arranteſt Worldling can have no temp- 
tation to grudge. A man may thus withour a 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
'acquire- that very thing to himſelf, which hedit- 
penlics to others. So that here 15 no place for 
the uſual ( though unjuſt ) Objection of /#2pove- 
riſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone which often 
d-ads the relliſh, or diverts the mon of other 
Liberaiities. And therefore this ſort which is 
;re'cued from that one poſſible allay, muſt certain- 
- . ly yield the moſt vigorous and unmixt” Pleaſure: 
ir being ſure, that Bounty has in it ſelf ſo.-much 
of agreement with Humane Nature, as will ine- 
| _ _vitably 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 


:where it 1s not ſo interrupted or allayed, : 
T0. I MIGHT hereadd ex abundarti, that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profit attending it. For 


.if Geztlemen had their Dependents truly Confci- 


entious, they would be of very much more ule to 
them. They might employ them ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon_them but their own 
:Conſciences.. *'Twould not then be, fo many 
Servants, ſo many Thieves and Harpies, but ſo 


many Factors and Traftickers for the Maſters 


advantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care: though I confeſs *tis 
to be wiſhed, that the' former more 1ngenuous 
Motive may be fo prevalent, as to ſuperiede all 
uſe of this ; it being very unreaſonable that God 


ſhould need Auxiliaries from e Mammor, Yet 


as.once the Iſraelites borrowed of the e/Boyptians, 
fo it may not be amiſs.to make this Interior con- 
{ideration a ſtep tothe other more Noble : that 
even they who have yet no guſt of that more He- 


roick Pleaſure, may on the intuition of this _ 


Worldly- Advantage, endeavour to improve their 


| Authority to the Spiritual good of all that belong 


to them. © 

It. BUT from nopart of this Performance 
may they reap fo rich ſatisfaction, as from that 
which is exerciſed towards a Frzexd. For as their 
.concernment 15 nearer in him; than in the former 


.more diſtant Relations, fo the Pleaſure of doing 


good to him, muſt proportionably. encreaſe ; as 


that hear is moſt intenſe which is conveyed by the 


neareſt 


\ 
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neareſt Refle&tion. He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
witheveryMember of it,mult yet necellarily have 
the moſt acute ſenſe of what befals thoſe parts, 
to which he 1s moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
therc is no ſtricter Union upon Earth, than that 
of a Virtuous Friendſhip ; and then what can be 
more ſatisfactory, than to preſerve. or advance 
the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
fure to feel, to improve and benefit that perſon, 
who 15 thus become a part of him? Perſons of 
quality love to deck and imbelliſh the place 
where they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Stie or 
Dungeon: but friends dwell in each other ; and 
theretore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen 
to live in, in purging them from all foulneſ(s and 
pollutions, and rendring them as pure and imma- 
culate; nay, as fplendid and illaſtrious, as is 
poſlible. Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth 
more raviſhing, than a Friendſhip thus entertain- 
ed. *'Tis ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where 
tho lines of Love which ſtretch themſelves to 
every part of the. Circumference, do all meer in 
God as their Centre. It is indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the poſſibility of an exa& deſcription, 
and reſerves its full diſcovery to be the prize of 
Experience. Let it be tried, and then I doubr 
not, bur he that hath made the Experiment will 


readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus employing this W 


parrot of his Ranhorky, 
SECT. 
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 Ofthe Liſi Adyanage, that of Reputation, 


1. FTWAHE laſt Advantage is that of Repura- 
l tion and Efteem: which is generally 

preſumed. the due of Perſons of Qua- 

lity, unleſs where ſome perſonal unworthineſs 

hath cut off the Entail, and forfeited that right. 

And though theſe days have taught the Vulgar 

to defalk much of that reſpe& which former Ages 


Paid to Saperiors of all ſorts; yet I cannot think 


the Levelling Principle has ſo univerſally diffu- 
fed itſelf, as totally to rafe out all Impreſſions 
of Reverence towards them: ſo that there ſtill 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 
gotiate-with. It will be their part ſo tomanage 
and diſpoſe it, asto bring in profit to their Lord; 
by makingitalſoan Engine to draw men to piety 
and virtue. Rs 

2, THIS they may ſometime do by Counſel ; 
tothe fuccefs whereot there is nothing more con- 
tributive than an eſteem of the Adviſer, moſt 
Men being rather _ conſider who ſpeaks,than 
what is ſpoken. "And therefore perſons, whoſe 
Quality and Education have prepoſſeſt them 
with an'opinion 'of their Wiſdom, have a great 
advantage towardsthe working on them. = 2 
CAS 3h” : NS $4 6 * 20 «0 +. | \ t Is 
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this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of, by 
feaſonable advices and exhortations to thole 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the 

entertaining of them, to take all prudent occaſi- 
ons to recommend Chriſtian Prattice to them,and 
by pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
fures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- 
tue, to repreſent them in their true and native 
thapes, the one the obje& of horror and deteſta- 
tion, the other of love and delight. *Tis the 
"want of this diſcovery, that has given Impiety 
fo free a range: it has dreft itlelf upin a coyn- 
terfeit ipiendour, falſe Gems and Tinſel-gau- 
dery: andin this glittering appearance it mar- 
ches on triumphantly, receives acclamations, 
yea, and Obei/ance too, nay commands not on- 
iy the knees ( as every prolperous Uſurper can 
Qo ) but even the hearts of men. And will 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal for 
blick Concern, as to uncloak this  Impoſtor, 
and ſhew the dazled World what-'it is 1t thus 
boasto? Perhaps this is lookt upon. only as the 
buline's of Divines ; but certainly would Genz/e- 
zen alſo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
more proſperous undertakers. What comes o0n- 
ly out of the Pulpit, paſſes for the fooliſbneſs of 
Þreaching, 1 Cor, 1.21. or for the diſcourſes of 
thoſe whoſe Trade it is to inveigh. againſt ſin. 
All their Thraſts being. of courſe, and expected, 
their Wards are as well known too ; and we daily 
fee Vice approve itſelf an expert Fencer againft 
them. . But the endeavoursof theſe would _ 


— 
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be liable to thoſe prejudices: a Blow from them 
| would'.come (like the revoit of a Confederate ) 
with the advantage-of a Surpriſe, And there is 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times 1nſinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more lolema and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters ofters 
fail of. © | 23-10 | = 

3. BUT Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
it be. not ſeconded by. Example. They muſt 
therefore look their Lives, be ſuch, as. may ſhew 
they believe themſelves,, whilſt they go about to 
perſwade others. He that ſhall with never fo 
preſſing arguments dehort-a man from that Sin, 
' which himielf at the next opportunity commits, 
will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opini- 
on of it, but rather ſo paſhonate a love, that he is 
jealous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And then furely this will beſo far fromaverting, 
that it will excite the. appetite of- the other ta 
taſte ofthat which he ſees is thought.ſo deſirable 
as to be Monopolized. are 6-4 

4. IND.EE D there. is nothing by which 
they have ſo. univerſal. az ixfluezce, as their Ex- 
ample. . Things that. are {et in ſome high. and 
eminent; place, do naturally attra&t mens eyes to 
them , ſo. that emineney of condition wherein 
Gentlemen are placed, | renders | their. actions 
more obſervable. They are like the City our Sa 
viour ſpeaks of, ſet.o4a» hjll, and. have, by thac 
advantageous ſituation the means- of makin 
their /ight ſhine farther than other mens. An 

2 | there- 
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therefore it ought to be their conſtant care, by 
the bright luſtre of their exa& and exemplary 
Converſations, to inlighten the whole ſphere 
wherein they move. Would Geztlemez make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whoſe 


benign Aſpecthe ſterility of Vulgar minds might 


be cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited and 
rendred capable of excellent productions ? 

5. FOR what can be more perſwaſiveto thoſe 
of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to 
fee it made the election of thoſe whom they fup- 
poſe to have moſt judgment to diſcern its value, 
and ſofall not on it blindfold, and who have alſq 
all the contrary pleaſures-of Sin within their 


reach ; nay proſtrate at their feet, ſuing. for en- 
_ tertainment, and ſd are not caſt on ir by impo- 
tence? What a blur and infamy would it caſt 
upon Vice,if it were once baniſhed out of Gentile 
company ? and how fair a ſtep would it be to» 
wards its excluſion out of all? We ſee what a 
natural aſpiring the lower fort have to _"—_ 


wm 


to the condition of their 'Betters. - And'though _ 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, yet 
ſure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated 
perions to make it ſo. For would they ſ@ order 
the matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all 
their outward ſplendors; that it ſhould become 
the character and diftintive note of a Geptiemen, 
tobe eminently good, this were a way to-con- 
ſecrate even Ambitionitfelf, by making jt an en- 
g106 
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gine not torack and torture men, as common am- 
bitions do,but to advance them to all vertuous in- 
duſtry. 

6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations,. and make 
himſelf a Gentlemezx without help of Heraldry, 
Thus haply might. they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whoſe firit riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity is this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it 
having. that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home! The being good, is primarily a 
kindneſs to themſelves, and to others - oaly by. 
way of reſult, and propagation, andeafſie canſe- 
quence. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea un- 
Skilful too wul it then. be, to deny this bene- 
faction, which has that very. argumear oa its 
fide, which. is oppoſed to: other kinds of Libera- 
lities ? That fear of leflenang a mans ſelf, which 
in thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the: bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them ; for 
inthiscaſe men cannot deny, withouttheir own 
greateſt injury, and. diminytion. And ſure 
would quitly paſs for a prodigy both -of malice 
and folly, - for.one ſo to avert the benefiting ano- 
ther, as to incur the greateſt damage to himſelf 
im avoiding it. | :- 2 £10;3C10h40] at 
27. BUT 'alas, it is not only Charity either 
to others or themſelves, which exacts of them 


thus topromote Picty amang.men. They have 


brought 
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brought themſelves under another "more con- 


ſtraining obligation, I mean that of Ju{tice, par-' 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſftitutzoz: for 'tis too: 
Vilible they have been deeply acceſlary to its de- 
cay. So far have they been from adviling and- ' 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwa- 
five faculties have generally been employed toa 
quite diſtant purpole. ' There are few. or none, 
that by their own prous endeavours do at all abate: 
the need of the Priefts exhortations; but ma- 
. Ny that doevacuate their efficacy, by decrying it 
as the greateſt folly, the moſt unmanly ſubmiſ-- 
ſion, to yield them any conſideration. As for. 
their own Counſels, they are too- often in ear- 
neſt, - what Se/omox's was by way of Irony, Eccl. 
iI.g, Walk inthe ways of thine heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes, encouraging and ' animating; 
men to all Senſuality. And if they diſcern any 
in toſtartle at the courſe, to entertain but a 
ſober thought of that diſmal end to-which it ' 
leads ;: he is to be laught out of that Hypocondriack 
fit, taught to look upon it as a ſpice of Phrenſie. 
The loud noiſe of roaring Mirth is re-inforced 
to drown that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and 


_ by theſoundas it wereof thoſe Trumpets he is 


incited to turn to his'courſe, as the: horſe r«ſb- 
. eth into the battel, Fer. $8.6, all arts of encou- 
ragement uſed to embolden him to run: fearteſly 
' on to Damnation. This is their own 'known 
Recipe_—for all pangs and gripes of Soul... And 
if it be not of every days practice, *tis not, [that 
they have. any better method of Cure, : but ſuch 

| arts 
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£00 viſible not only by the direct, bur the reflex- 


' Stars in our: Firmament, if they dart .nothing 


mode and faſhion of the times, ſo that people 
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arts of prevention,ſuch means of ſtupetaction and 
obduration, that the diſeaſe ſeldom occurs among. 
them. ; ©2508 

8. NOR do they omit to' back and fortitie' 
this with proportionable Examples: which God 
knows are ſo many and fo efficacious; that: Itke ' 
a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our whole Ho- 
rizon. They who are by God deſigned as lights 
toilluminate all abour theni, have been;the in- 
ſtruments of introducing a more than eA#2vptian 
darkneſs, - thereby exemplifying: that Aphorifim 
of our Saviours, Matt. 6.23. 1f the light that 
i in thee be darkneſs, how great us that dark- 
_ - 
9. WHAT adeluge of Prophaneneſs and-Im- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, : 15 


ed beams,thole ſad Judgments they have brought 
down uponit. And though there betoo many 
ſprings which. feed this Ocean, yet there, wall 
ſcarce any be found to have more liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and ſcandalous vicioul(- | 
nels of the Geztry, They who are placed as 


but malignant -Influences, what wonder 1s it, 
if an univerſal Peſt enſue? 'Tis they that have KB 
brought Vice into c@gntenance, made #t the i 


dread the” ſingularity. of being innocent;: and a 
man may with leſs peril of ſcorn appear.1n rhe 
moſt ſuperannuateddreſs, than own the Oblo- 
lete qualities of Meeknels, Purity, > 
OW 
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How great and fatal a ſnare this creditable- 


neſs of {in has proved, I fear there are too many . 


thouſands of entangled Souls can witnels. And 
on whom can they more properly charge their 
'ruine, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
this repute in the world ? Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenſion more than enoughto ill ; 
and therefore it hath been the buſineſs of Laws 
both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to re- 
{train their inordinacy : but this converts the 
bridle into a ſpur, when thoſe that ſhould dit- 
countenance Vice, thus animate and encourage 
It. 

To. FOR what a Temptation is it to the vul- 
gar 70 run to all exceſs of Riot, when they ee 
their ſuperiors have beaten the path before them, 
and are themſelves immerſt in the moſt brutith 
ſenfualities? Which of them will endure to be 
ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be accounted 10 
dignifying a quality; that it may make a Pea- 


__ .. fant company tora Lord? When Gentlemen are 


Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves very 
modeſtly wicked, if they be but prophane. And 


when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud - 


Volleys of Oaths, they will foon find rhey are 
as well qualified for that part of greatneſs as the 
beſt. Their Toxenes are as-much their. own, Pſa. 
12.4. and will beglad that by ſuch an eaſe 4m- 
ployment of them they can be Geztlemen fo good 
cheap. -*Twere as endleſs as unneceſlary toenu- 
mcrate the ſeveral forts of infection, which the 
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ill examples of great men 'have diffuſed, *Tis 
too obvious in the moral effets to need any 
other way of diſcovery. And Iam lure it. ought 
to be matter of the ſaddeſt refletion to all who 
are involved in that guilt ; it being a moſt direful 
account which they will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of ſuch miſerable va- 
ſtations, turn'd Communities of Men, of Chri-. 
ſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devils. 

11, EVERY fin even of the privateſt ob- 
ſcureſt perſon carries much of contempr and af- 
front tothe Divine Majeſty : but great mens vi- 
ces are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
claim ſolema War with Heaven, levy forces 
and draw in multitudes of abettors and conftede- 
rates in their hoſtilities. And God knows this 
kind of Un-evangelical vielence the kingdom of 
Heaven daily ſuffers, Oh that the Chieftains and 
Leaders of thele unhappy troops, would at laft 
think fit to ſound a retreat ; that they would, in 
Pity if not to themſelves, yet to their ſeduced 
tollowers, ceaſe thus deſperately to ruth on uport 
the mouth of the Canon, the Jaws of Hell? 
And not only fo, but that they would alfo en- 
deavour to bring them into ſoine terms of accord 
with that omnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
ked ; by their own peaitent and reformed lives 
teach them the poſtures of humility and fubmiſ- 
lion, as they have formerly done tltit of defi- 
ance. This certainly is that to which common 
equity obliges them, reparation of injuries being; 
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confeſſedly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay equal 
' this of betraying men toeternal ruine : and <on- 
Aſequently nothing leſs than the utmoſt induſtry 
. to repair it can be any competent expiation. God 
'grant all thoſe, whoſe guilt gives them a pecu- 
- larticle to this admonition, may own their right 
to it by a particular and ſerious application, fuch 
as may for the future engage them to the moſt 
zealous endeavour of reforming not only them- 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing their reputation 
from thart fouleſt blot, of being an agent for Sa- 
tan, and advancing it to that highelt dignity of 
being ſerviceable to God. | 
12, BUT theres little hope they will right- 
ly confider the ute, who are ſo utterly miſtaken 
in the nature of true reputation. A ax of Eo- 
70:#f 1s now underſtood only to be one that can 
ftart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every the 
triflingeſt injury expects like Lamech, Gen. 4. 24. 
to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold ; that de- 
jpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, Long- 
Auffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments of 
cowardiſe and unmanly puſillanimity, and has - 
ho other meaſure of courage and gallantry, but 
by an utter oppoſition to all thole. And whileſt 
reputation is thus hung only at the.point of the 
fword, 'tis a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
dies, but ſure not to fave Souls. We find daily 
'many occaſions to complain of the Tyranny of 
'Cuſtom and Opinion, but ſcarce any where fo 
Much as in thole unjuſt and abſurd Laws they - 
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have impoſed in this matter :- which were they, 
confideringly weighed would ſurely evince them”. | 
ſuch contemptible Legiſlators, as would be +. * 
enough to dethrone and depoſe them from that. 
uſurped Empire they now maintain in .the 
world. | 
'I3. T O take only a ſhort and curſory view 
of them, we ſhall in the tirſt place find them to be- 
horribly impious. For what can be more {o, than 
thus to' tear off thoſe {gnatures of Honour, 
which God himſelf hath impreft, and vilite rhoie 
whom he hath dignitied ? God has pronounced 
that it is the diſcretion. of a man that deferreti bis 
anger, and it 15 his glory to paſs cver a tranfereſ- 
fron, Prov. 19.11, Anlagain, He that is flow to 
anger is better than the mighty, ana he that 'rmleth 
hi ſpirit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16.32. 
Burt this new notion of Honour . proclaims the 7 
quite contrary ; he paſles for a Phlegmatick fool, 
whoſe bloud boils not at the brit glimpſe of an 
Afront ; and 'tis Gallantry to offer many Inju- 
ries, but ignominious Tamenels to bear one. It 
has always been the indiſputable prerogative-of 
Kings to be the Fountains off Honour ; what an im- 
pious daring is it then to deveſt him of that pri- 
- Viledge, by whom Kings reign? To cancel his Pa- 
tents, and mark them out as the obje&s of {corn, 
to whom God gives ſo glorious a teſtimony ? Yet 
thus is it daily done to the men, whom the K iz 
| | of Kings will honour ; thelCare all the Triumphs 
theſe Mordeca?s muſt expect ; an evidenee how 
much worſe they are! than Hamay, that allot 
; K 3 them, 
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Eb 
them. Certainly there cannot bean at cf grea- 
ter deiiance againit the Divine Majeſty,than thus 
ro reverſe his Decrees. And upon. this hoſtility 
and oppoſition *againſt\ Heaven it is, that all the 
private Wuajrels, and Combates on Earth are (as 
on their foundation ) ſuperſtrudted ; 1{o that to 
Initiate a Dijellift, his firſt Challenge muſt be di- 
rected againſt God himſelf, | / 
' . 14. NOR are theſe falſe meaſures of Ho- 
nour more oppoſite to Religion, than Prudence. 
The glofles the Sword-men-have put upon the one 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an lxjury, have 
introtuced. ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pun- 

_ Gilio's, that the next age will be in danger of 
receiving the Fable of Lon” 2 nixot for Authen- 
fick Hiſtory. ''And I fee not with what juſtice 
; thiscan laugh at them in him and his Squire Saz- 
cho, and yer think them ſerious enough ro govern 
men in their moſt real andweighty concernments. 
Irwould indeed aſtonyſh any tober' perſon to con- 
fer, what Chimera's they are, to which men ſa- 
crikce all that ought to be dear tothem. How 
many Duells have been fought, how many men 
kilFd, C when neither of the Combatants were fo , 
implacable but that they could willingly have 
ccmpounded the matter ) ' only becauſe they 
thought point: of Honour exacted it, and the- 
declaring. it would be inglorious ? Certainly the 
Gallies 1s a ſtate of perfe& liberty, compared 
' with this bondage. And were the Releaſe from 
thoſe neceffarily to infer a ſubjection to this, 
' vere thoſe Slaves obliged thus to become Genvle- 
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”7en, I ſhould ceale my wonder why ſo many of 
them have deſpiſed 8 manumiſſion. For thus to 
havea mans Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath,, ( not only to be 
loſt, but loſt by his own a& ) 1s a ſlavery beyond 
all that the moſt abje& creature ever groan'd un- 
der. And yet fo prodigiouſly abſurd is rhe World, 


as to cut this out for the Bexjamin's portion, make. 


it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Genzle- 
mey, They are ſet upon a Theatre, and as the 
Gladzetors of old muſt kill one another, only to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not think 
Eedlam the only Seminary to breed men up for 
ſucha Trade ? Yet ſo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
that one may ſuſpect the Inſtitution of that Hol- 
Pital is perverted, that that incloſes only the So- 
ber perſons, whileſt the Frantick run loole about 
the World. 

15, BUT perhaps the more Malicious 7uct- 
ters will think rhemſelves exempt from this num- 
ber, becauſe *tis their own fatisfaftion which 
they deſign 117 it: their Enemies bloud will 
make {ſo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
that they gaſp after it, and think it a pleafure 
well worthy their purſuit. But fure theſe differ 
from the former, not as Wile men from Fools, 
but as-a worſe Natured Fool from a better. He 
that would juſtifie the rattonalneſs of any Adven- 
ture, muſt prove the Prize atleaſt to equal the 
worth of that he hazards for it. But who that 
conſiders he has a Soul, can ſeriouſly ſer it at fo 
contemptible a rate? Or what manin his wits, 
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venge can countervail thoſe pains ? Nay indeed, 
none can. with - any pretence put it 1g balance 
with the meer loſs of Life. For he that is. kill'd 
( asevery man may be that fights ) can have no 


denſe of that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable 


of the compenſation, if that were able to make it. 
Nay,I ſhall deſcend yet lower,and with ſome con- 
tidence affirm.that the uneaſie conſequences even 


- ofthe victory do quite qverwhelm the fſatisfaci- 


oa. Fortlhis Idarerefer my elf to oy of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Marae- 


rer, and donbt not that if they will ſpeak their 
experiences, they will tell us that the cry af 
their Adverſaries blqud in their. Confcience,. did 
utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in their Fancy. 


Oc it they were perſons who were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the tear of Hu- 
mane was abundantly enough-tq defeat them of 
that pleaſure. they expected: fſo- impoſlible is ir 
to garher Grapes of thele thorns, to reap any con- 


tentment from ſo unchriſtian an Attempt. Their 


Revenge is not compleated without Bloud : and 
it they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from it. 
And then what colour-of reaſon can any man 
bring, why he ſhould thus ſel! hu ſoul for nought, 
and become a Platonick to Damnation ? 

16, BUT Rewvexge has twoill-matcht quali- 
tics, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity ; and fo" all its 


darts, though they carry force and .venome 


enough to dettroy all about them, yet by being 
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Set, VINE. 
ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there 1s not in the 
world 2 more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which rules in this affair. What .can be more 
ſenceleſs, than for me, when a man has done me 
an Injury, to think to wipe off that by expoſing 
my ſelf to more ? When he has given me the Lye, 
to invite him to give me the Stab too? . Did ever 
any man attempr to make up a breach by widen- 
ing it? Tocloſe his wound by tearing it further ?-. 
The Phyſicians indeed talk of a method of curing 
ſome Diſeaſes by Majoration : but ſure Injuries 
are not in the number of thoſe maladies, not ca- 
pable of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
tis poſſible; overwhelm, but not cure. the leis, 
as the more moderate Pains become inſenfible by 
the ſuperveniency of the more acute. Yet I pre- 
ſume none will applaud his choice, that ſhould 
call for the Rack to drown the pain of a Cur tin- 
ger, which yet is no hyperbolical Emblem of this - 
lort of Revenge. 

17. BU T beſides all this, our »2odery Gal- 

- lantry 18 treacherous to it ſelf, confutes its own 
pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly aſſumes the Mo- 
nopoly of Courage, is indeed the meaneſt Co: . 
wardjſe in the World. That by-which weule to 
diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt caution, is the 
tormidablenels of the gbje& feared. No man is 
reproached for not ſtanding the inundation of the 
Sea ; but to quake at ſtepping over a Gutter, 
would be a ridiculous timorouſneſs. *Twould 
be neither wonder nor ſhame to run from the pre 
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fuirt of a Lion ;. but to be chaſed by a barking 
Whelp, is the property of- an Hare, not of a 
Man. And according to this meaſure, . what 
- wretched Cowards are our greateſt HeFors? For 
what can be more contemptible than thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of men they {ſo tremble ar? Which if 
they were fure to be univerſal, yet what real ll 
can they do a man, who does not by his own fan- 
ey lend them an edge wherewith to wound him ? 
Bat neither can this be the Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity and- Sobriety be quite worn out of 
the world. For to a Chriſtian, *ris certain: the 
trreehigion of Fighting a Duel would be the moſt 
infamous thing, andeven to a ſober Heathen the 
jolly of it. would be ſo too: ſo that he can be in 
no danger of either of their Reproaches, for de- 
clining it. And when thele are ſet aſide, who is 
there whoſe cenſure can be at all conſiderable ? 
Yet this ſo pitiful deſpicable thing 1s it, which 
fo territies and amazes them. ' And how ſhall we 
define Cowardile, if this be not it ? 

' '. 38, AND asit hasthe nature, fo has it the 
Fate of it too, which uſually is by fleeing an ima- 
ginary danger, to fall into a real. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards; and b 
bghting they. do not only become indeed fo, but 
allo ruſh themſelves upon other far more formt- 

" Gable miſchiefs, run from a Scarcrow into a Pre- 

. tipice. And now whata Riddle is this thing the 
call Gallaztry, which fo ſtartles at the weake 

noiſe, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a 
Thunderbolt ? They who fo dread the I 
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of vain impotent men, do yet confidently -en- 
counter the anger of the omnipotent God ; and if 
Valour and Fool-hardinefſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confute my whole argument b 
making it evident, that they dare be damned. 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation their 
Fear makes them bold : would God that Antipe- 
riſtaſis might go on to work, till. that Boldneſs 
have again brought them to a fear, I mean that 
penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who thus deli- 
berately provoke the Divine Majeſty. | 

is, AND that very Deliberation 1s a circum- 
ſtance of fo great an enhancement, as unmeaſu- 
rably heightens the ſin. Sudden acts may be ca- 
pable of fome- alleviations by the ſurpriſe they 
make on a mans ſpirit: but contrived and preme- 


/ ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 


than of obſtinate Rebellion. And this aggravati- 
oncan ſcarce ever be wanting to a Duel; - many 
hours, if not days intervening between the De- 
ſigamenr and the Execution. And in that inter- 
val 'tis not poſſible for all the Opiate Receits in 
Satan's Diſpenſatory to keep the Conſcience 16 
drowfie, that it ſhall nor ſtartle, but it will un- 
doubtedly repreſent to-a man the. horror of that 
he is going about : which is no lels than the enga- 

ing himielf ina double Murder, his own, and 
his Adverſaries. For the wilful hazard of both 


_ faſtens on him the guilt, though both happen to 


furvive the Combate. But if it be his own fate 
tofall (as he has much reafon to expet, who 
thus purs himſelf our of Gods protection, nay 
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dares his vengeance ) what poſſible hope can re- 


main for him, who thus dies in that very act of 
the greateſt fin? We are generally apt to. think 
but uncomfortably of thoſe who-ake away them- 
icives: bur certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be 
Canonized, intompariſon with a man that dies 
it Due/;.the Principle of that being often an ex- 
ceſfive Fear of God, which ſure is le(s culpable, 
than a prophane contempt of him. Beſides the 
tempration in that caſe 15s uſually more violent 
and impetuous ; it being (if not begot, yet) che- 
riht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un- 
tratable and obſtinate of all humours: whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too free a _Jollity. And laſtly, that, of how 
heinous a kind ſoever, 1s yet but a fingle ſin, 
whereas this, as Iaid before, involves a twofold: 
guilt. Andof how crimſon a' colour muſt that 
foul appear before Gods Tribunal that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud ! | ra 
20. AN D now whocan chuſe but cry out in 
the Prophet Eſay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, and 
hearken O Earth! What ſtrain 6f wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of men, that can thus knowingly 
and conſideringly ruth themſelves upon ſuch yn- 
ſpeakable miſchiefs ? Eſpecially ſince here they 
avant even that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves 
to embolden them to other {ins, viz. the hope of 
2 future repentance. For thoſe that make but 
the-ſlightelr.meaſures of that, can ſcarce fancy 
any 
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| any opportunities of it .in this caſe :; fince to him 
that dies, there ſeldom - remains any ſpace of in- 
terval between his ſin and his death, no-time for 
thoſe clouds: to gather, thole penitential ſhowres 
to deſcend, which ſhould wath away his bloud- 
guiltineſs; orif theredid, yet what expectation 
isthere he ſhould imploy it to-any effect? Such 
preſumptuous conſiderate fins naturally work an 
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extraordinary grace can remove ; and after ſuch 
an high and daring provocation, 'tis very reaſon- 
able to expe& God ſhould withdraw even the 


highes. 

21, THESE Conſiderations are all of them 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they thould be 
lo univerſally. ineffectual : which can proceed 
from nothing but the want of cloſe and ferions 
application. Would men dare but to meet ſingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'rwould certainly 
4 ſuperſede all other Duels. There remains there- 
| fore nothing for me to add, but to tnvite them to 
this one: Encounter, to beleech them to. grapple 
a-while but with the force of Reaſon, a Combat 
of all others the ſecureft, where to be ſubdued is 


when it has deſpoiled them of that falle courage, 

which expoſes them-to- ſuch diſma] ruines, to 

permit it to re-inſpirit them with a true one, ſuch 
_ -as. may give: them-daring enough to ſtand. up 
2 | again 
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'obduration in the heart, which nothing but an . 


| loweſt degrees, but fure not that he ſhould add 


more glorious than toconquer in any other: and ' 
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againſt this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom ; to 
endeavour to.banith it out of Chriftendom, and {0 
take off that Reproach which our proſſeſſion lies 
under from ſo 1mpious a practice, which having 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing but Deſuerude to deſtroy ir. Let every 
man for his own part ſ{tri4ly abſtain from it, and 
avow the doing ſo, and then by ceaſing to be a 
Faſhion, it will ceaſeto beat all, 

22, BUT themilery of itis, : noman will a(- 
ſume to be /eader in this ſo noble an Enterpriſe, 
to begin this ſo neceſſary a Reformation: which 
though it have ſo much more of compliance even 
to carnal Intereſts, than it's contrary, that I 
doubr not many wiſh it were univerſal ; yet till 
it-be ſo, they think 'twill be uncreditable to any 
particular perſon. But were that the certain 
event of it, 'tis ſure that reproach ought to be de- 
ſpiſed, when it comes in competition with Duty. 
In this caſe the reſolution. of David ( as great a 
Sword-man as any of them ) is moſt proper ; 1 
will yet be more vile than thus, 2. Sam. 6.22. And 
certainly a man cannot paſs a more glorious Mar- 
tyrdom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an 
account. Tam ſure *tis a real a ſhame to ſee that 
men can offer violence to all their deareſt com- 


ms 


'plicated Intereſts, to comply with that un- 


chriſtian cuſtom, yer cannot crols a ſingle imagi- 
nary one, to ſuppreſs it. pM 

23, NAY the truth is, they create PunQt- 
lio's in this cafe, by which themielves will nor be 
govern in any other. - In a common Fire does 
ow. * any 
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any man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till he ſce 
the whole Town running to quench the flame? ' 
Or if one of thele popular perlons had been of the 
P + hiliſtims company, when the houſe began to fall, 
Fad. 16, 35. would he have ſo dreaded the {ingu-. 
larity of aſolitary eſcape, as not to have attemp-. 
ted it, till ſhoalsof others had led the way ? We 
have had ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publick 4&# falls, that is by its makers preclu- 
ded from being a prelident. - And lure thele men 
do tacitly ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
reaſonablenels of this tear, whluleſt they conhne. 
it to this ſingle inftance. And methinks 'rwere 
but juſt, they ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous to themſelves, and act in other things by 
the ſame meaſures; which would prove foijharp 
a penance, as were more likely to reduce them to 
ſobriety, than all the force of Argumear. | 
24, BUT beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
is ſurean Aztidete againſt this « Malady, a way to 
ſeparate the Duty from the Contempt which 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it: and 
that is by making their lives fo uniformly. Ciari- 
ſtian, that it may be evident, 'tis Conſcience, not 
Fear that works with them. Without this 1 
know indeed no ſecurity from reproach. ' For 19 
ſeea man,who tramples upon all other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a Buckler againſt a 
Challenger, i who can beſo blindly charitable, as 
_ to:itapute this toany thing but. Cowardiie ? Bur 
when the wholetra@ of a mans Lite is one conti- 
ayed courle of Qbedieace, no man will expe&lie 
lee thould 
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' ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To this 
. may be added a chearful and free expoſing him- . 
{elf to all warrantable dangers,when any publick 
occaſion of hazard is offered : f he then ſhew him- 
felt daring, *twill be apparent, that *tis not the 
tear of Death, but Sin, which locks up his Sword 
_ fromprivate Dxel/s. Or when there 15 no oppor- 
- tunity of this active valour, let him appgove ' his 
paſſive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion to 
any ſuffering, that attends the diſcharge of a good 
- Conſcience: and of this there is little fear ( in 
theſe days eſpecially ) to want occaſions. He 
that does this, will be inno danger to be defamed 
tor declining Dxels: but on the contrary ſuch an 
equable piety will extort reverence from all;there 
being ſuch a venerable amability init, that the 
moſt prophane do even againſt their wills bear it 
ſome inward reſpect. 
— 25. LET not :men therefore pretend the 
Fear of Reproach, as an Excuſe, ſince here is ſo 
ready a Salvo to that Objedtion : but let them by 
an aſſiduous practice of all other Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and qualt- 
fe themſelves for the propagating it to others. * 
- And Oh:that we could once ſee all other quarrels 
amongſt Gentlemen converted into this one holy 
_ contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt-in this He- 
roick attempt. *Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
that is one of Satan's principal Citadels, hike 2 
op to the Jebuſites:: and the aſſaulting. of that; 
would bean archievement of ſo much glory, that 
he that could proſper in it, might juſtly _ 
enge 
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2:Sam.. 5. $.. of being Chief, and Captain... Here 
then they may lawtully queach thier. thirſt of 
Honour,.yea arid that of Reyengetoo,; by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on; this their to. grand 
Enemy, :Let:it beremembred -how long it- hath 


befooled and: cheated the World, and be expoſed 


to:all the ſhames and deteſtation of a diſcovered 
Impoſtor. Nay let it be brought 10a folemn 
Arraignment; thoſe innumerable : Murders; of 
which it has been guilty, . charged on it, ard pro-: 


ſecuted to-death;? io: utterly: iextinguithed, » that. | 
it-may never-again appearin the World,whileſt 
allgood men applaud the fuſtice, and fay, So les * 


all thine Enemies periſh, O Lora, | 
+26. HAVING: thus reflected on- the-com- 
mon Abuſes of, Reputation, all that remains ist0 


conſider how injurious men are to themſelves in} 
their ill managery of this Talent, which might be,” 
improved not only'to their final account, but even: 


their preſent- pleature. For firſt, he that by ſea- 
ſonable advice reſcues any man from #.courſe of - 
fin, .will infallibly feel ſo unutrerable a compla- 

' cency.in having done fo, that he will find be was. 


kind to. himſelf, :AasS well- 4S the other, and - wall Ee: 
have-notemptation to think-himſelf unprofitably-- * 


imployed, though that were-:tojbe his only Re- 
ward; - This: bringing ſinners to repentance is:{0; 
- noble; fo tempting a deſign, that: i drew even; 
God himſelf-from: Heaven to/proſecute it.; and; 
that-not by cheap.and eaſfie-means, but by-all 
thoſe Sufferings,: es 3 humane "Nature molt: 
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trembles /at : yet ſuch was the joy of Man's ſabva- 
tion, which was ſet before him,as enabled himto 
endure the Croff; and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb, 12. 2. 
How rich a bargain will it then be to.a man to 
partake with him in that joy,to ſhare with him in 
that prize, upon ſo much ealter terms, to pay but 
a little breath for that which exhauſted his bloud, 
and to become (ina lower inferior ſenſe ) a Sa- 
viour without a Croſs? | Vu | 
-27.I'N like manner, he that bya ftrict and 


exemplary converſation fets himſelf up a lard. 
zark to direc men-in this turbulent and dange-: 


rous Sea,--his light, *tis true, goes forth to others; 
but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of it remains 
within his own breaſt. Whar chearful, what 
exulting reflexions'may he make upon hinmfelf, 
that can'make good St.. Pan's proteftation, dis 
26: 26, that he i pure from the blowd of all men? 


 Fhathe hath not by any: ſcandalous Example :en-: 
Mmared zny foul ; bur on the.contrary hath by pos: 


ſitive Yluſtrious as of Virtue endeavoured fo to; 
adorn his-Chriſtian-Profeſhon, as to draw in Pro- 
{clytes-nor to the Name, but the obedience of 
Chriſt? That hath made it his buſinefs toſftand 
in'the' Gap, not only- by his Interceſfions with, 
God againſt the Plagues, but by'his- endeavours 
with Men againſt the (ins of the:Nation, and by a 
{ready oppoling himlelf againſt the inundation of 
profanenels and: :hicentiouſneſs, 'hath invited 


others to give ſome top to thole impure torrents? - 
Islns always been: accounted -{o.) glorious a thing 


roredeemones-Countrey from flayery, that men. 
"12 h have 
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fallage fo ignoble, no ſervitude ſo milerable,. as 


that of Vice, and conſequently no artempr fo 


worthy; ſo tngenuous, fo ſatisfactory to the un- 
dertaker, as to break that yoke. He that aſpires 


ro'no more than a private Inhocence, is only on 


the defenſive part, ſtands upon his guard againſt 
Satan: bathe that aims at this ſore of publicke- . 
Reformatidhs,/maintairs an invaſive War again(t 


Real pb ove meme _ on The ; 
cing of any finner is the di{poſteſſing' him of {o- 
mach of 'his 7 Tarpe F 
Emnpite in the world. This is indeed the true 
Pablick Spirit :whichtthough many have pretend- 
etl to, from' whom: we -difcern nothing of theſe 
effedts; yer thoſe very pretenſions bear witneſs 
tothe excetfency of the thing, and ought to ani- 
mate-men to be indeed, what ſomany have cove-. 


. 
S " 


ted to be thought. = | 


28. F SUPPOSE I need not go onto the _ 


other inſtance : every mans ſenſe, without” con-. 
tulting either his Reafort or Religion, will bs 
#ble ro protiounce that *tis better to be in' Peace 
than Hoſtfity, to have « whole than a wounded 
body, to keep ſecurely his own ſtation; than ts 
be hunted Hke a Þ artridoe on the Monntains by the. 
Avenger of Bloud. The greater 15' the- Miracle; 
that men who in all other inſtances devarethem- 
felves wholly to their ſenſuality; ſhould here on- 
ly abjure it; that when body and foul came in 
competition; live as if they had noſoul, yet up- 
"ES ON 


territory, 4nd weakens his 
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on this occaſion can dare, as if they had no bodies. 
Oh that men ſhoald be fuch-ill husbands of their 
ſufferings, and' 'thus enhance: Satan's markets? 
Alas, tell is a Purchaſe will neyer be taken out 


4 


_ of their hands ; how many Chapmea ſoever they 


ſee about it, they may. ſecure their. Eſtate there 
firm enough by thole ſins. they have more guſt 


__ of: why ſhould they be thus madly prodigal to 


out-bid the common rate?: Muſt. Genz/emenr buy 
Damnation, as they uſually do- Wares, dearer 
than other men ? Hoy .1s: Perdition, becorge 10 
amiable, that like Rachel, 4 double ſerwituac is 
judged light for it ; whileft Heaven inthe mean 
time,like Leah,is ſo much deppi/ed,that 'tis thought 


'* _ an injury to have thatiobtruded on them, though 


upon the, caſieſt terms,? Certainly. they are, 
ſtrange. transforming, Upricks which, thele men 
make-uſe of, Would God they. could be but 
perſwaded if not -to break, yet at leaſt for a. 
while to lay by thoſe falle G/afſes, and behold. 
things in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and 
then I doubt nor they will diſcern that Honour to 


- be Infamy,which ſets men at detiance with God ; 
and that Reputation then alone becomes. eſti- 


mable, when like a River at pays 1ts Tribute to 
the Ocean,. promotes- his. Glory, at whoſe feet 
Kings ( without diminution ) caſt both them- 
ſelves and Crowns. ob 
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SE CT. IX. 
THE, CONCLUSION. 


E have now according to our 
propoſed Method, ſurveyed di- 
ſtinttly thoſe ſeveral Advance 


rages which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely grve 


the ſame gf te which Caleb and Joſhua 4rd of 
Canaan, Numb. 14. The Land which we paſſed - 


thorow to ſearch it, is anexcecding goad Land, 


"Th 4 rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
planted, ſuch as hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moſt excellent Fruits, But Paradiſe 
itſelf required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adar 
had that work afſpued him in his Innocence, F-1 
ſurely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Tak: by the faithful diſcharge whereof they may 


| make ſome approaches towards that his priſtize: 


fate. | 
2. IT need not be again ixculcated, that all theſe 


their Receits have their ſpecial and particular ends 


in Gods dfſignment. 'Twill be more uſeful to remen:- 
ber them, how nearly they are concerw'd net to pers 


vert the Counſel of God againſtthemſelves, by aeo- 


teting to give them their ane expeifed inprover 
ments. For though he be a moſt liberal, yet is he not 
« neglicent «Maſter, but keeps.an exaft and punctual 
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account of whatever he thus delivers out,and will not 
fail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of hjs Goods. 


quite changes their Nature,converts them / pg bleſ- 
| fings to the heavieſt Curſes: would Goa too many 
, men had not thus exemplified their own deſtrutive 
power, and. by a kind of Anri-creation brought 
, Darkneſs out of Light. EE 
3. BUT 'tis pity they ſhould-be-germitted ty 
fteep tn that Darkneſs,which themſelveghivyve made, 
 Anartherefore if this little Tract ſhalÞfall into any 
ſuch hands; it muſt avow to come upon that uncivils, 
| yet frienaly Errand, to diſturb ther reſt, to awake 
' x them to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's Mont; 
Four was to remember him, that he was but a Man, 
fo to put them in mind; that in the midſt of their 
freeſt enjoyments they are ſtill but Stewards, 4nd 
know not how ſoon their Lord may ſummon them ta 
their Accotints. © Aud with what confuſion and. con- 
Pernation muſt they appear 'at the great Audit, wha 
hve ſo enfeithfully managed ag lig ? Tis there: 
ore now no longer time to dally, but by an afſiduous 
' | \c:ye and diligence to endeavour to redeem their paſt 
 #-hwivaniry, left they run the Fate of that Evil 
F <crvant zentioned,; Matth. 24. be ſurpriſed inthe 
prieſt of their Inoydinacies, ahd have their portion 
fſiened them © in weeping ' and gnaſhing: of 
Keti. * OT ORG IE 5 ELL 
4. 4ND now what Objeition can they. poſſibly 
s axe 'arhinſt this ſo neceſſary 4 Cantion, which 18 
F—8 /crnnded upon [urch Motivics, as ſhould methinks in- 
. {aLply prec ail upon all forts of tempers? If oy 
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_ Indeed ſuch an abuſe has ſo Fatal an Kfficacy, that it b 
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have any ſenſe of Fear, here are thoſe Terrors of th: 
Lord, which are amazing enough to ſet even.a Bel- 
ſhazzar ( :thongh with the Cup at his Mouth,his Con- 
- ecabines by h&s fide ) a trembling. Certainly he muſt 
not be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety, 
whom even 4 glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not 
be able to diſſobve, | | 
5. BUT if Fear (though of God) be too depe- 


nmerons 4 P afffun for a Gentleman to own, this advice 


can upon as good grounds addreſs it fo fo their. 
Hope: there-is as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, az te outer Darkneſs for the unprofi-” 
table Servant. For though God have Right of ab- 
ſolute Dominion, aud might exatt obedience on his 
bare command ; yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew him- 
ſelf a Benefattor than a Lord, and therefore de- 
ſeends to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay in- 
deed the end off his Commanas t only tomake ns c4- 
pable Subjeits of thoſe Eternal Felicities he Jefires 
ro beftow. And thus ſurely is enough to excite men to 


4 diligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have” © 


received, ſince it is indeed themſelves they are tris , 
ding for. The ftock Jt as true is Gods, * bat all the in- 
creaſe of it will by his bounty certainly dewvolye on 
them, And therefore as  Naaman's Servants 
thought the cure he was in purſuit of, deſerved 4 
ſubmiſſior to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, If the Pro» 
> pher had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldſt 
thou nor have done it? 2 K7ngs 5.3. So ſurely 
' we may conclude theſe 4 Joys propoſed” by Goa, 
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are. cheaply earned euen by the moſt | exhauſting La- 
boars, the moſkigorgus Tasks. 


- 6. BUT ſuch is the tenderneſs and Indulgence 
of our gracious Mafter, ſo earneſt his defire of his aiſ- 
penſing his Rewaras, that he will not truſt mens ſloth 
and folly with ſuch a'pretence of. defeating them- | 
ſetves ; and therefore hath annexed" no ſuch Condi» 
tion, We have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts of 

Daz, which conſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, 

: that they are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils-but 

' Refreſhments, not Yokes but Crowns, : ſuch as differ 
enly in ſize from thoſe Celeſtial ones to. which they 
tend ; fo that here is bait even to the greateſt Valup- 

_ Fuary, 4nd who that obſerves how many ſuch there 
be, would expect this Fruit of Paradile ſbonld ſtill * | 
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hang untouched ? Yet ſuch a prepoſterous Temperance 
bave they put on, that they are proof. againſt all theſe 
. allurements, Good God ! what contradiffions axe 
men made up of | It is the buſineſs of their lives to (| 
purſue pl:aſures, and yet when thoſe of the moſt refi- | 
med ad exquiſite ſort wonlarun into their embraces, 
' they grow coy,ard cannot be courted to recetve them. 
| We aaily fee the Devil hath his Martyrs : it: ſeems 
8 he hath his Alceticks too, ni ſo witty 'ss the World 
| £rown in creating fins, that they have found out a11n 
cf ielfdenial. Would God-theſe abſurd Mortifiers 
 »:izhtbe perfwaded to remit ſomewhat of their ſeve- 
- rity. The moſt rigid. Orders in Retgion have ſtill 
 tadulzed ſorne relaxation, ſore times of. Feſtivity : 
. why ſhould. Satan's Votaries be ſo much more 2ealons * 
than Cos 5,45 10 make their abſtizences fo perpetual? 
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7. 1 ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that <Maſter 


they ſerve, but ſo it dpes his Policy alſo. © He well 
knows that if theſe Divine Lights ſhould bat infinuate 
themſelves, they would ſoon undermine - his whole 
'* - Foundation: ſo raviſhing and attrattive are they, 

that nothing but a per feet Ignorance of them can be 


Amulet ſuſfecient againſt their Charms. And there- 


fore it ts his neceſſary concern to keep men from ever 
taſting of them,the leaſt reliſh whereof would: be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his adulterated. Delicacies. 
Sowe ſee he can give ſome rational account of his 


part of the matter. * But what can Men ſay for theim- © 


ſelves, who play his Game for him, even when their 
own Souls are at the ſtake that at once renounce that 
Eternal —_ and Preſent: pleaſure? This ic in- 

deed in David's Phraſe, 2. Sam. 3. 33. to die as a 
Fool dieth.. | Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into fetters ; noextrinfick hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of: Life, and eat and live happily here, 


and glorioufly for ever. And yet like Solomon's K ; 
flugzard they hide their hands in their boſom, 
and will not ſo much as» bring them to their | 


mouths, Prov. 19. 24. | 


8, THIS zs fo ſtupid a Folly, as non? that pre- 


tends to common ſenſe, would ia any worldly concery- 


ment be guilty of. Will any man renounce 4 rich #n- 
chargeable Reverſien, when he is not only wooed,but 
bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand not to diſclaing 
#t?. I fear there are few ſo mortified to Wealth, 
"4s Zo'da it upon the ſcore of Self-denial ; and ſure no 
TY | f man 
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man would be thought in his wits, that: 0 it 
' pon. any other, For what jealouſies: ſpever. he had 
entertained of| the Security, or Value of that futuxe 
\Bſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerve his 
confideration. There is but one circumſtance imagt- 
nable, that could reaſonably avert him,” and that. is 
the ſuſpicion of Deceit, that the Coin which is offer- 
ed him is falſe and adulterate, Aud that I may not 
: be under 8 neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men nad, 
I fhall:ſuppoſe it not unlikely that this ſceraple may ot- 
cur tothem in the preſent: Caſe. They have fo long 
bronght all their Bullion co Satan's Mint, [affered 
him to ſtamp their Pleaſures, that none will now 
paſs for.current with them, whith has-net his Im- 
preſs :. and upon this account *tis too: probable they 
may difirufs the validity of the preſent Payment, diſ- 
believe the pleaſantnejs of thoſe Daties I have here 
recomemended to their Enjoyment,” as well as Pra- 
ace, Nor ſhall I deſire to impoſe. ors. their belief, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
- zotheir Senſe. But then they muſt remember, that 
that is uncapable of juag ing bog other means but 
Experience: «nd therefore if all that has been' ad- 
areſt to their Reaſon be ineffeftual, that remains 
45 the laſt reſerve for their convincement. Let eve- 
ry one. of "them ſeriouſly and conſerentionſly; ſet 
"fo the Practice, | (.4nd allow only. for ſo much uf 
difficulty, as naturally attends the” interrupting a 
contrary Guſtom ) and then let him if he can, doubt 
of the Pleaſure. Let him allow. himſelf but this 


76 


EX. Fx EA 4 Xt pn "Re p 
X; Cs, C4 06, wn 9 Naa b St OIEITER A Len DE Ln tons, 9 A > 
SEPA rote Br Sie H SEES TUE Ee OTE VSRTS 4 RR X 
. $ FIGS. - 5h _ EE SS* 4 8 Tn IE Cdn Lat ed Net &4 ; 
F RS OE Dn EE OSS ERISA IE SE 53 
— a . — — —_ a Eat FORO: x 54; 
5X DET 43s ; ALLIS Wear ons ALE LR LY CME TEM "I 008 "OE FOOD ELDERS ans) # boo EO 


to the Concluſion. Ler him ſow with me this 
handful of Seed in the Tears of true Gontritian for 
remembring his Duty and Intereſts ſo late, and 1 
ſhall reſt confident he will reap in joy in this World, 
and carry the news of it to another, even thither 
alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abundance. of 
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Fruit to his account, be bleſt here, and crows 
eternally, | 
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;Creature, thy': not only unprobtable 


' here proſtrate my ſelf at- thy Feet, | bumbly ac+ 
knowledging that I have-:motſt perverily and: 


moſt treacherouſly . ouſ-imployed. [thote many : 


precious: Talents wherewith rhow haſt iorruſts; 
ed me. I have, O Lord, unworthuly abuſed: 
thoſe common Mercies which rhoy._ baſt--affard-: 
ed me as a Man, and/a: Chriftian;;-niy ( whole' 


life having - been a continued: reſtftance to the! 


Diates: '/borh of Reaſon and Religion. | Bur: 
I have yet farther perverted tho:e more Robes 
Liberglities'of thine, whereby thou haſt allayed! 
ro-vanquiſh and melt-an ee en a My- 
Knowledge hath bad: no influence On my. Choy 
ces, but I:have vbſtinately- purſued thoſe ways,: 
which T-knew- led to the. Chambers of Death,: 
and by-advancing my: Sins from Ignarances ro 


Prefumpzions,. bath. ferved only itq-;render_ me: 


liable ro-qhe greater number of -ftripes.. That 
Wealkh whereby I ſhavld have glorified Thee; 
' and fuccoured my Brethren, L have cagverted 
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BLESSED! Lord, 1 thy/ wretched: 
- and flothful,:.but wicked Servant, do - 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouſ- :} 
\gainſt\ Thee with thine own: Treafbre; © This: 


' righteous 


ſoma 
lighteſt.not an-the dearh-of a finner, look: with: + 
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s, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War a- 
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be, ez, 


alt 


IL-0 Lord, haye I been+jn"the un | 
Mammon ; and who then ſhall com- + | 
mit to my truſt the true Riches? I have: walſt- 
ed that Time thou haſt»given.me, to work out 
my, own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often ſo viciouſly and impiouſly, that Idle- 


” nels, though'a Crying fin of Sidaw, hath 'been 


the {ilentett.of' my: guilrs,: the greater{ portion! 

of -my::Days having been-devotcd either: to the 

purſut/or- enjoyment 7of :my- brutith:Plealures, 
emakingitmy buſineſsto provide for: the Fleſh 


' ro fulfil the :Luſts thereof; and-of:thoſs ma-: | 


ny Days and Years thow haſt afforded: ime, how: ; 
few-minutes are there of: which Icahn give. any 
tolerable: account ' to:/'Fhee, or my..own- Soul? : 
Nay, -O'/Eord; ' as ' if my fingle-iand perſonal . | 
Impierties had been-too:hittle, 'T-haye:: propa-.) 
- ney them to: Others, and have.made;thar Au-/ 
rity and Eſteem, which thou gaveftme- tor 
better -purpoſes, | the: means of - enſnaring_} all: 


+ whom my-Intereſt-or: Example couldii:ſeduce.; 


And now; 0 Lord, how:unknowa aſtoniſbing 
a,weight-of guilt-do \I-lie under, that am to. 


3  anbwer for 1o'inany/ Sins of -Other |:trien, as: 
welt as myſelf, :that have chus:been.a Snare 08: 
- Mizpah;ianda. Net ſpread. on Mouant;:Taber;! 


the [Inſtrument of entangling/ and-/ibatrayidg!, |. 
'Souls? - 'O: merciful 'Lordz/ who dev | 
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. | pity 
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pity both on them, and me; -Give-me a {incere 
and earneſt Repentance, for my own. offences, 
and if it be thy blefſed will, make me ſome way 
inſtruinental to the begetting the like in them, 
that I may be as contributive to their Recovery, 
as I have been to their Fall: And let the conlct- 
ouſneſs of my great. Sloth'and Unfaithtulneſs in 
all the parts of my: Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
more filigere and 'induftrious improvement of 
all thoſe advantages thou haſt put into-my 
hands, for'thy glory, the benefit of my Bre-- 
thren, and-the eternal joy of my own Soul; 
Grant this, Q gracious Lord, for his ſake who 
came to Call ſinners to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. | fog 


A | tha ſerving. 


MOST; gracious and moſt bountiful 
:Lord,: who doſt-good unto all, 'but 
| 'haſt 1n an extraordinary -meaſure 
abounded to. methy/unworthieſt Servant. : I'de- 
fire with all exuberant thankfulneis: of heart; 
to confeſs and celebrate / this thy great -good- 
nefs. . Lord; thou haſt-not been to me a' Wil- 
dernels, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed 
my :Lot-ro fall in a fair ground. Thou haſt 

nerf M . not 
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another. + Lord, let ' thy” Methods be my 


cloteit-and moſt inviolable Dudyi that 
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not-only given me a Natural, and a capacity 
of 2 Spiritual life, '-but haſt alſo enriched . me 
_ with many advantages for the comfortable ſup» 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of 
-'the other, above what thou affordeſt to mul- 
titudes of others. Thou haſt liberally given 
me of the Dew: of 'Heaven, and fatnels of the 
Earth, an aſſurance of all- thoſ&:good _ 
which may both oblige and affiſt'me chearfut- 
ly to ſerve: Thee.” + O let not''my 'Heart like 
. Gideoz's Fleece remain dry,' whileſtall about 
it 'is thus- plentifully | watered from Heaven ; 
bur give | me, 1 beſeech thee, ſuch a ſenſe of 
thy. Mercy,, as may expreſs itſelf in -a con- 
ſtant and zealous Obedience. Thou haſt done 
ſo much for this meaneft Plant in thy Vine- 
yard, dreſt it and fenced it about with Thy 
Grace and Providence; and having built. a 
Wine-preſs, mayeſt moſt reaſonably expect 
ſome Cluſters to be: brought ito it at the Vin- 
tage. O let not ſo gracious, ſo equitable a 
demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeft it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes; {et irnotbring forth 
wald Grapes; let not: thoſe Advantages I enjoy 
above others, itemprme to-exalr my elf, or de- 
_  fpiſe them, but grant me always to remember 
that it is Thou only that makeſt me differ-fron 


Do- 


cuments. thy. Diſpenſations of Indulgence- to- 
wards me, the Engagements-and Bands of the 


that 


Eminency 
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Eminency of condition wherein thou haſt placed 
me in this World, may be an effetual Admoni- 
tion to me to be eminent in Virtue, that Men 
ſeeing my .good Works, may gloritie Thee my 


Heavenly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord * 


and bleſſed Saviour. 4mes. 
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A Prayer. 


| THOU moſt Righteous and Impar- 
tial. Judge, who deſpiſelt not the 


{ 


' mean, nor accepteſt the perions of the - 


Mighty, Make me always toremember and ſert- 
euty to conſider, that none of thoſe outward 
Priviledges Ienjov among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that I ſhall one 
day be brought tro Judgment, as for all that 1 
have done 1n the fleſh, 1o particularly for thoſe 
ſpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren: And oh let theſe Terrors of the: Loxd 
. timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a chear- 
ful imploying of all I have received, to thoſe 
ends for which thou haft beſtowed them. Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haft given me 
may have ſuch an efficacy on my Pradtice, 
that it may always guide, never upbraid me. 
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and as thou haft opened thy hand wide to me 
in temporal plenty, ſo enlarge my heart in 
Thanktulneſs CO Thee, and in Compaſſion 
and Bounty toward thy poor Members: I am 
not ſtraitned by thee, O let -me not be ftrait- 
ned in my own bowels ; let neither Covetoul- 
neſs nor Riot make me poor in the midſt of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoyment 
which conſiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing of 
' them, that forſaking all the unſatisfying nau- 
ſeated pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchale to 
my «lf that more ſolid tranſcending delight of 
ſuccouring the diſtreſſes of my fellow-Chriſti- 
ans. Lord, ſuffer -not my wealth 0 be only 
a lading with thick Clay, nor the Ruſt of it 
- to bear witneſs:againſt me, | but rather make 
me of the number of thoſe that need relief, 
than of thoſe who want hearts to give it.. And 
fince in thy gracious Providence thou haſt 
placed me in a condition of eaſe and vacancy, 
O let. me not pervert-it into a life of Idlenels 
and Senſuality, . let me not be leſs, but better 
buſted than other men. O never ſuffer me to 

incur the guilt of reproach of being more re; 
miſs or indifferent in my entercourſe with 
Thee, than others are of their Traffique with / 
the World, of having leſs care of my own and” 
other mens immortal Souls, than they have of 
their corruptible bodies ; but make me {ſo 'in- 
duftriouſly to husband every minute of that 
precious Time thou lendeſt me here, . as m 
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be in orderito a. bleſſed Eternity both of my 
ſelf,: and as many more as thou halt put withr 
in my reach. O let not any perſons ever have 
caule to accuſe their relation to me, for be- 
traying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereatter ; 
but grant that all that are under my-care or 
power, may receive ſuch wholfome influence 
from me, as may nourith all Chriſtian Practice. 
among them; And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch to all, that I never prove to 
any an occaſion.of Falling: Let me never con- 
tribute to 'that power and empire which Vice 
has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou- 
ceſsful ſoever; Let me think nothing Honour- 
able, bur what bears thy ſtamp and 1mprels on 


it, but engage, and animate, and inflame my . 


benumm'd breaſt,to the moſt eager and vigorous 
endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Vir- 
tue toſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an aſfiduous Pra- 
&ice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant any 
ſenſual delights 19 my own heart, and may al- 
ſo qualitie me exfgerimentally to aſſure others 
how {weet the Lotd is, that I may be an effe- 
Qual ( though unworthy ) Inſtrument in rhy 
hand of drawing many to. the Obedience of 
Chrift, and thar renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire 
'to no other honour -but that of being approve4 


rage oppoſe all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- - 
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by Thee asa good and faithful Seryant ; that by - 
thy mercy having my infirmities covered, and 
my Sincerity \accepted, 'I may at laft be admit- 
ted into the Joy of my Lord, through the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Me» 
diator, Amen. | 
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A Catalogue of ſome Books printed for, and ſold by Robert 
Pawlet,at the Bible i» Chancery-Lane,zear Fleetſtreer, 


Olden Remains of the ever Memorable Mr.F. Hales of Exton. 
CoBledge, 8c. the ſecond Impreflion with Addition from the 
Authors own-Copy,alſo more Letters and Expreſles concerning 
the Synod of Dert, from an Authentick hand, not betore publiſher. 
The Whole Duty of Man, laid down ina plain and familiar way 
for the uſe of all,bur eſpecially theMeaneſt Reader ; Neceſſary for 
all Families 3 with Private Devotions for ſeveral Occaſions. 


The Cawſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Picty; Or an Imparrtial - 


Survey of the Ruines of Chriſtian Religion, Undermin'd by Un- 
chriſtian PraGice - y the Author of The who!e Duty of Man. 

A Scholaftical Hiſtory of the Canon of the Holy Scriptuze ; 
Or the Certain and Indubirate books thereof as they are received 
in the Church, of England : by Dr. Coſin, late Loxd Biſhop of 
Durham. wn 

Divine Breathings,. or a-Pious Soul thirſting after Chriſt,in an 
hundred excellent Meditations. | | 

Hugo Grotius de Rebus Belgicis, Or the Annals and Hiſtory of the 
Low-Countrey Wars in Engliſh, wherein is manifeſted, rhar the 
United Netherlands are endebred for the glory of their Conqueſts 
to-the Valour of the Engl}. | 

A. Treatiſe .of the Engliſh Particles; ſhewing-much of the 
variety of their ſignifications and uſes in Engliſhy and how to 
render them into Latin, . according to the propiety and elegancy 
of that lavguage -; with a Praxis upon the ſame, and 2 Table 
newly added - By William Walker, B. D. Schook-maſter of 
Grantham. ME | ; 

The Royal Grammar, commonly called Zilhies Grammar ex- 
plained, opening the meaning of the Rules with great plainneſs ra 
the underitanding. of Children of the meaneſt capacity, with 
choice obſeryations on the ſame from the beſt Authors : By W. 
Walker, 'B. D. Aythor of the creatiſe of Engliſh Particles, 

A Catalogue of the nam:s of all the Parliaments 'or reputed 
Parliaments from the year 1640. - 


... A Narrative of ſome Paſſages in or relating to the 'Long Par- 


liamenc by a Perſon of Honour. kb ed, 
Sober InſpeQions into the Long Parliament : By Fames 
Hewel Eſquire. | Nemefrus 
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| go. 
N-mefrus's Nature of Man, in Engliſh - By G. Withers, Gent. 
Inconvenrenaes of. Toleration, 208 
A Letter about Comprehenſion. . 
A ColleRion'. of Canons, Articles and Injun&ions of the 
Church of Eltg!land : By c Anthony Sparrow, Lord Biſhop of Exon, 
I A Rationale on the Book of Common-prayer of the Church 
> © of England: By Anth. Sparrow, L.Biſhop of Exon, 
E The Biſhop of Fx»ns. Caution to his Dioceſe againſt falſe 
1 doGtrines : delivered in a Sermon at his Primary Viſitation. 
=» A Thankſgiving Sermon preach'd before'the King,by F.Dolbes, 
- D.D.Deanof Weſtminſter, and Clerk of the Cloſer. | 
| Biſhop Brownrigs Setmon'on the Gunpowder Treaſcn. - 
Mr. Chill;ngworth's Reatons againſt Popery. | 
The Book of Homilies appointed to be read in Churches. 
Conſttturions and Canons Eeclefiaſticat. + + 
A Narrative or Journal of the Proceedings of 'the Lord Holes 
and the Lord Coventry, ' Ambaſſadors ' Plentporentiary for the 
Treaty at Breda : Written by a perſon of Quality concerned in 
that Ambaſſie. * | £30 
A Narrative of the Buraing of London 1666, with an account 
of the Lofles, and a moſt remarkible- Parallel berween it and 
"MO SCO, both as to the Plagic and Fire. 

Llue!Uyns three Sermons on the Kings: Murder: . | 

 AColleRion of the Rules and Orders now uſed in Chancery. 

Iter Luſitanicum, Or the Portugal Voyage, With what memo- 
'rable paſffiges interven'dat the Shipping, and in the Tranſporta- 
tion of her Sacred Majeſty Katherine, Queen of Great Britain, 
from Lisbon to Enzland; By Dr. Samucl Hynd: © | | 

A Caarge given by the moſt Eminent and Learned Sir Francis 
Bacon, ar'a Seſſions for theVerge; dechring the Juriſdiction 
thereof,and the offences therein inquirable, as well by the Com- 
-moii Law 25 by ſeveral Stitures. $7 
' Mt bites learned Tradt of the Laws of England. 

Epuſcopacy ( as eſtabliſht by Law in England ) not prejudiciz] © + 
to Regal power, written by the eſpecial command of 'thz lare 
King, by R. Sanderſon, late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, | 

Petzvin's Hittory of the World. 

Military and Mritime Diſcipline. 
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| Sr. Francis « Moor's Reports,and all ſorts 

of LAW-BUOKS. ,—e— 
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